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Egypt pol i ce fire tea rgas. bullets at lawyers 

CAIRO (R] I — Egyptian poTicc fired (cargos and robber bullets on 
TOesday tobwk a march in Cairo by lawyers protesting against the 
death or a colleague while in police custody. Police fired volleys of gas 
ca nisters outside the Bar Association headquarters and onto its roof, 
nmmg the area pale white with fumes, after lawyers left their 
headquarters m centra] Cairo to start the march. Some lawyers then 
osrted throwing stones 3t police, who also beat pussersby w'nh sticks 

* when they raised their fists in the ak and chanted in support of ihe 

* l awyers - Police arrested lawyers who fled the building and rounded up 
dozens of people nearby. One man was dragged awaj with blood 
pounng form his head. Some 500 police and security forces sent to Lhc 
aiea closed the road outside the building where hundreds of lawyers 
gathered for the protest sparked by the death of Abdel Hanth Madam 
last month. The death incensed lhc Islamist-dominated Bar Associa- 
tion whieh says Mr. Madani died after being tortured. The Inferior 
Ministry said in a report released on Saturday he died of an attack of 
asthma. 
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Arab League says Saleh rejects ceasefire 

CAIRO (R) — Arab League mediators returning from Y emen said on 
Tuesday’ northern leader aS Abdullah Saleh had rejected their calls 
fa a ceasefire in the two-week civil war and insisted his souiecm nvate 
surrender. The League's Assistant Secretary-General Monammaa 
Said Al Bereqdar told reporters on his return from Sanaa that Mr. 
Saleh opposed any ceasefire which allowed his southern opponents to 
regroup and reinforce their armies. "He said it ws not possible to have 
a ceasefire unless the other side does not exploit (it) to recoup i its 
forces,” said Mr. Bereqdar, who led the delegation on its tour-day 
visit. He said Mr. Saleh also demanded the surrender of southern 
leader Ali Salem Al Beidh and seven of his senior officials. Mr. 
Bereqdar’s delegation had been unable to visit southern xemeD 
during their four-day visit because of the fierce fighting which has 
raged since war broke out on May 4. The team imei Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdel Wahab Al Ounsi and northern Prcsidennal Council 
member Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani late on Sunday and reiterated the 
need for a ceasefire. 
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Algeria revamps 
paramilitary 
command 

TUNISIA (R) — Algeria's 
leadership named a new chief- 
of -staff of paramilitary gen- 
darmes on Tuesday and 
appointed two aides to the 
defence minister. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Lakadar Atig was 
appointed chi cf-of -staff of the 
gendarmes, mainstay against 
the 30-month campaign by 
Muslims seeking ro topple the 
army-backed government and 
Aim the North African nation 
into Islamist state. A statement 
from the office of President 
Liamine Zcroual also said that 
Major-General Tayeb Berrodji 
and Major-General Abdelma- 
jid Taright had been named 
councillors to Mr. Zerouat in 
his capacity as defence minis- 
ter. Meanwhile Algerian secur- 
ity forces killed 20 armed Isla- 
mic extremists in several op- 
erations in three days, security 
officials said here Tuesday. 
Seven of the guerrillas were 
killed in attacks in Algiers and 
its suburbs an Saturday and 
Sunday, while the remainder 
lost tlwir lives in the east and 
southwest of the country on 
Sunday and Monday. 

PLO security chief 
leaves for Jericho 

ALLENBY BRIDGE (R) — 
The PLO’s security chief for 
the West Bank crossed the 
Jordan River on Tuesday after 
Israeli officials blocked his pas- 
sage to Jericho for several 
hours, witnesses said. Jibrii Al 
Rajoub, PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat’s adviser for the occu- 
pied territories and internal 
security chief for the West 
-Bank, finally crossed the 
TVllenby Bridge with neatly 20 
officers after Israeli bridge offi- 
cials initially turned them 
back. Mr. Rajoub. 41, who 
spent 17 years in Israeli jails 
and six years in exile in Tunis, 
arrived from Tunis on Mon- 
day. 

Athens suffocates 
under pollution 

ATHENS (AFP) — A thick 
cloud of pollution hung over 
the Greek capital Tuesday for 
the second day running, send- 
ing 160 people to hospital 
while residents ignored gov- 
ernment pleas to leave cars at 
home. Coupled with weather 
hitting 30 degrees Celsius (85 
degrees Fahrenheit), levels of 
ozone and other toxic gasses 
soared well above danger 
limits. By midday. 160 people 
had been rushed to emergency 
rooms with heart and respira- 
tory trouble or fainting. 

50 immigrants 
drown off Gabon 

LIBREVILLE (AFP) — Ab- i 
out 50 would-be illegal immig- 
rants drowned overnight in a 
shipwreck off the Gabonese 
coast near Cape Esterias as 
they sought to make their wav 
into the country, police said 
Tuesday. Paramilitary police 
and firemen went Tuesday to 
rescue survivors from the dis- 
aster, who were Thought to be 
of West African origin, but the 
precise number ana nationali- 
ties of the victims was not 
clear. Early in February, 67 
illegal immigrants, mainly 
Ghanaians and Nigerians, died 
in their crowded cell at a para- 
military police base in Librevil- 
le, sparking an international 
protest -and a Gabonese gov- 
ernment enquiry. 

Russia sacks Pacific 
Fleet chief 

MOSCOW (AFP) — The 

commander-in-chief of Rub - 

sia’s Pacific Fleet was dismis- 
sed Tuesday for “serious de- 
ficiencies" in his management 
of the fleet, following an explo- 
sion at a military depot m the 
Far East, the Russian Defence 
Ministry said. Admiral George 
.Gurinov’s removal followed an 
■explosion Saturday of a bomb 
, depot in the region of the Far 
Eastern port of Vladivostok, 
which left no casualties but 
caused considerable damage. 
Mr. Gorinov was fired by pres- 
idential decree, which re- 
proached him for not personal- 
ly taking part in operations 
that followed the explosion. 


Palestinians take over civil rule in 
autonomous Gaza, Jericho areas 

PLO urges Gazans to end the bloodshed 


GAZA STRIP (Agencies) — 

; Israel signed over control of 
| daily administration of Gaza 
! and' Jericho to Palestinians on 
! Tuesday after 27 years of 
j Israeli rule. 

Brigadier Dov Gazit and 
I Palestinian negotiator Freij Al 
: Kheiri signed the handover 
documents in a brief ceremony 
transferring control of the 
Israeli-run civil administra- 
tion's 38 departments to the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) in Lfae two areas. 

“Our job now is to make life 
easier for our citizens,” Zak ar- 
ia El Agha, head of the PLO's 
Fateh faction in Gaza, told 
reporters after the signing. 

Palestinians and Israelis said 
there were still outstanding 
issues but these would now be 
dealt with in a liaison commit- 
tee formed by the two sides. 

The Palestinian self-rule au- 
thority took responsibility for 
health, education, environ- 
ment. infrastructure and day- 
to-day administration for the 
million or so Palestinians living 
in the Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

Israel has said it would pull 
its troops out of Arab popula- 
tion areas in Gaza by Wednes- 
day, under its self-rule accord 
with the PLO. It completed a 
withdrawal from the other 
autonomous area, Jericho, on 
Friday. 


Rabin angered by Arafat’s reported 
call for jihad to liberate Jerusalem 


JERUSALEM (AFP) — 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat has issued a call to 
Muslims to launch a holy war 
or jihad to liberate Jerusalem 
from Jewish rule, according to 
an audio tape broadcast by 
state radio. 

"You have to come and to 
fight and to start the Jihad to 
liberate Jerusalem, your first 
shrine.” Mr. Arafat urged 
Muslims in the tape recording 
of a speech he gave in a mos- 
que in Johannesburg on May 
10 . 


Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Mr. Arafat's 
reported call tbows into doubt 
the whole peace process. 

“If it is confirmed, it's a 
serious violation of the written 
commitments and calls into 
question the peace process.” 
Mr. Rabin said. 

“Israel will not accept such 
violations and continue the 
process,” he warned at a press 
conference with US Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher. 

The secretary said he "en- 
dorsed" Mr. Rabin's state- 


ment. 

Mr. Arafat pledged an end 
to violence in letters ex- 
changed between the two 
countries in early September. 

The radio said journalists 
were not allowed to attend the 
Johannesburg address, but it 
had obtained a recording from 
the South African Jewish com- 
munity. 

“The Jihad will continue and 
Jerusalem is not for the Palesti- 
nian people, it is for all the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel only began disclosing 
the budget of the military-run 
administration in 1992 and 
Palestinians say it is still not 
fully broken down by each of 
the 38 departments. 

• “There will be difficulties. 
There must be difficulties but 
there is a big difference be- 
tween daily difficulties, even 
big ones, and chaos. I do not 
expect chaos,” Mr. Gazit told . 
reporters. 

“Civilian affairs are like a • 


big ship. It will go on running. 
Some engines may be damaged 
and repaired but the ship as a 
ship goes on,” he said. 

As from the moment of sign- 
ing, the Palestinian self-rule 
authority will become re- 
sponsible for everything from 
schools, healthcare and taxa- 
tion to birth and death certifi- 
cates for the million Palesti- 
nians in Gaza and Jericho. 

It is due to start administer- 
ing most areas of life m the rest 


of the West Bank immediately 
after Palestinian elections, ori- 
ginally scheduled this July but 
now likely to be postponed 
until October. 

Jamal Zakout, a Palestinian 
negotiator, said the self-rule 
authority was leaving current 
structures intact but planned to 
overhaul the civil administra- 
tion so that it could evolve 
smoothly into a future Palesti- 
nian government. 

“Now we are obliged to be- 


gin from zero but we do not 
want to always be tike this. The 
PLO has ordered that all em- 
ployees and directors will con- 
tinue their jobs but when the 
national authority comes it will 
fix a new structure,” be said. 

The 150 Israelis who hold 
the top positions in the civil 
administration in Gaza will 
leave the 7,000 Palestinians 
who have worked under them 
to carry on day-to-day adminis- 
tration. Palestinians said there 
was not yet a complete list of 
new management for the au- 
thority. 

Gaza youths gathered to 
taunt Israeli soldiers in the city 
for a last time but found iL a m- 
sebves being dispersed by the 
new Palestinian police force. 

The troops guarding the last 
bastion of the Israeli presence 
in the city, the old military 
governor's headquarters, 
found themselves the butt of 
many a joke. 

“When are you leaving my 
dear,” shouted one child, as 
soldiers watched a crane re- 
move giant concrete road 
blocks. 

“Get out you old rags, you 
are no longer at home here,” 
added another boy. 

The soldiers did not look 
•best pleased. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordanian-Syrian 
summit in 

Damascus Thursday 


By Nermeen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein and Syrian 
President Hafez Assad will 
meet in Damascus Thursday 
where the two leaders are 
expected to discuss the latest 
developments in the Middle 
East peace process, official 
sources said. 

The King was quoted as 
saying that there will be a 
“Jordanian-Syrian summit in 
Damascus on Thursday.” in 
his meeting with representa- 
tives of blocs and committees 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Monday. 

•His announcement, 
according to parliamentary 
sources, came after the King 
briefed the deputies on Jor- 
dan’s “great satisfaction with 
the level of Jordanian-Syrian 
coordination” over the Mid- 
dle East peace, process and on 
the bilateral level. 

The King was also quoted 
as saying that his satisfaction 
with Syrian coordination did 
not extend to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) with which, he said, 
“coordination is much below 
the expected standard.” 

But despite this, the King 
also underscored Jordan's in- 
sistence that the “Palesti- 
nians plan for themselves and 
falc<* their own decisions.’' 
Jordan, the King said, 
“will continue to extend sup- 


port to the PLO as the sole 
legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people.” 

The King, according to the 
sources, underlined the King- 
dom's continued commit- 
ment to the “comprehensive- 
ness of the solution of the 
Middle East problem” and 
that Jordan will not enter the 
“race” on the different tracks 
to sign agreements before ful- 
ly negotiating the points lead- 
ing up to that agreement. _ 

“The King said Jordan will 
not sign a peace agreement 
before fully negotiating all 
the details leading up to that 
agreement,” one parliamen- 
tary source said. 

The King told the deputies 
Jordan had always main- 
tained its position that no 
peace can be comprehensive 
“without Arab coordina- 
tion.” 

That is why Jordan, the 
King was quoted as telling 
the deputies, “had always put 
nationalism above patriot- 
ism.” 

The King's message was* 
that the Kingdom will con- 
tinue to deal with develop- 
ments in the peace process 
“from a nationalist point of 
view rather than from its own 
narrow interests," as one de- 
puty pot it. 

On another front, deputies 
interviewed by the Jordan 
Times said, the King's public 

(C outfaae d on page 5) 


Hamas claims responsibility 
for killing of two settlers 
Soldiers wound Palestinian 


HEBRON (Agencies) — Mus- 
lim militants shot dead two 
Jewish settlers in a West Bank 
attack on Tuesday, the first 
killing of Israelis by Arabs 
since the launching of Palesti- 
nian self-rule in the occupied 
territories. 

Meanwhile in Nablus, also 
on the West Bank, troops 
opened fire on stone-throwers 
leaving one man critically in- 
jured with a bullet in his head, 
Palestinian source said. 

The 23 -year-old Palestinian 
was taken to hospital as con- 
frontations continued. 

The violence coincided with 
a peace mission by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to Israel and the 
Palestinian self-rule area in 
Jericho. 

The Israeli car came under 
fire near Hebron. The Palesti- 
nian attackers fired automatic 
rifles from a speeding car, kill- 
ing a man and a woman, 48- 
vear-old Margalit Ruth Sho- 
hat. whose daughter, 21, was 
critically wounded in the 
shooting. 

The man was not immediate- 
ly identified but a settler 
spokesman retracted an earlier 
statement he was the dead 
woman's son-in-law. The 
assailants fled. But a burned 
car believed to have been used 
in the attack was found near 
Hebron. 

Thev were the first Israelis 
killed' since Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) signed a peace deal 
in Cairo which last week laun- 
ched self-rule in Gaza and 
Jericho, Israeli military sources. 

said. . 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, claimed 
responsibility for the attack. In 
a call to Israeli army radio, an 
Arab man speaking Hebrew 
said the Izzedin Al Qassam 
Brigades, the military wing of 
Hamas, carried it out. 

“This operation comes as an 
immediate response to the in- 
juring of Palestinian civilians in 
Hebron by Israeli soldiers 
vesterday,” Hamas said in a 
communique. 

•■We will respond to all 
Israeli attacks on unarmed dvi- 
lians by attacking settlers." 

The group said it would 
attack only military targets if 
the Israelis stopped shooting 


civilians, dismantled settle- 
ments and disarmed settlers. 

Israeli Deputy Defence 
Minister Morta Gar said “ter- 
rorists" wanted “to sabotage 
the peace process ... but in the 
end they will have no choice 
but to negotiate with us." 

.Settler spokesmen said the 
passengers were from Kiryat 
Arba near Hebron and another 
West Bank Jewish settlement. 

Israeli army chief Ehud 
Barak, who visited the site on a 
road south of Hebron, said it 
appeared to him also that the 
attack was the work of Hamas, 
which opposes Israeli-PLO 
peace moves. 

Palestinians said the army 
imposed a curfew on Hebron 
and was searching for the 
attackers. 

Hebron has been tense since 
Jewish settler Baruch Gold- 
stein massacred over 40 
Palestinian worshippers at a 
mosque there in February. 

On Monday, Jewish settlers 
ignited fresh violence in Heb- 
ron when they attacked Arab 
worshippers heading to a mos- 
que in the city. Eighteen 
Palestinians were injured by 
■ settlers and Israeli soldiers. 

An unarmed international 
observer force deployed in 
Hebron to provide security to 
Palestinians after the massacre 
watched the clashes but did not 
intervene. . . 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sand commented 
Monday that the clashes in 
Hebron, which was under cur- 
few on Tuesday, showed that 
peaceful co-existence between 
Israelis and Palestinians was all 
but impossible. 

“The incidents prove once 
again that co-existence is com- 
plicated, dangerous and 
apparently impossible. 

“The government will soon 
have to look again at the deci- 
sion to allow settlers to remain 
in Hebron," he said. 

According to an army in- 
quiry about 30 armed settlers 
from the nearby hardline set- 
tlement of Kyriat Arba went 
into the town centre on foot 
and were stoned by Palesti- 
nians. At least two opened 
ffre. Then when troops arrived 
and were also stoned they too 
fired on the crowd. 

(Conttaned on page 5) 


Christopher to return to Syria as talks 

reach ‘serious and substantive’ levels 
The secretary meets Husseini in Jericho 


JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher kept his latest 
peace mission alive Tuesday, 
saying he was returning to 
Syria following talks in Israel. - 
*T am going back to Damas- 
cus for further discussions to 
try to find a common basis 
between the parties," Mr. 
Christopher told reporters af- 
ter meeting Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

•Til be stopping in Damas- 
cus on my way back to the 
United States." he said. 

Mr. Christopher said he had 
Mr. Rabin's “encouragement” 
to return to Damascus where 
he spent Sunday and Monday 
in talks with President Hafez 
Al Assad and Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa. 

The Israeli Premier said: “If 
the secretary of state has de- 
cided to return this week to 
Syria to pursue the negotia- 
tions then there is perhaps a 
glimmer of hope.” 

“We have to extract every- 
thing we can from this oppor- 
tunity. I believe Christopher 
will find a joint basis for dia- 
logue.” 

Officials said Mr. Christ- 


opher was expected to go to 
Syria on Wednesday following 
up Israel's peace package — a 

g lased withdrawal from the 
olan Heights linked to secur- 
ity arrangements in return for 
total peace. 

But it was unclear if he 
would fly first to Egypt or to 
Syria. In Cairo, the Foreign 
Ministry said the secretary 
would make a stop-off there on 
Wednesday for talks on the 
peace process. 

It said Mr. Christopher was 
to make a 24-hour visit to 
review the results of his peace 
mission to the Jewish state and 
Syria. 

A U.S. embassy source said 
earlier that Mr. Christopher 
was expected in Cairo on 
Wednesday for talks with Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak but he 
coaid be delayed until the next 
day. 

The secretary, who met 
Egypt's Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa on Saturday in Geneva, 
has since been on a shuttle 
between Israel and Syria to try 
and bring them back to the 
negotiating table. 

Mr. Christopher said: "We 
had a good and productive 



Local Palestinian leader Faisal Al Husseini 
(L) greets US Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher in Palestinian police headquar- 


ters of the Jericho autonomous area Tues- 
day (AFP photo) 


discussion here. We are at an 
early stage. The problems are 
very difficult each specific issue 
has a number of difficnlt 
aspects to it.” But he refused 
to elaborate. 


He stressed that the indirect 
talks he was conducting had 
reached a “serious and sub- 
stantive level that are more 
fundamental than the ones that 
have taken place before." 


He added: “I have encour- 
aged strongly direct negotia- 
tions between the parties." 
Mr. Rabin took up that 

(Continued on page 5) 


South Yemen said to consider secession 
as North makes more military gains 


ADEN (Agencies) — Fero- 
cious shelling and air attacks 
shook the approaches to Aden 
on Tuesday amid reports that 
the southern Yemen city’s de- 
fenders bad lost more ground 
to advancing northern civil war 
opponents. 

"It is clear that they (north- 
erners) have achieved signifi- 
cant victories," said a politi- 
cian of the southern Aden- 
based Yemen Socialist Party 
(YSP). 

Wave after wave of southern 
warplanes flew night sorties 
against northern troops pre- 
paring for a final assault on 


Aden to crush southern leader 
and Vice President Ali Salem 
Al Beidh. 

But northern Yemeni forces 
appeared on Tuesday to have 
broken into pan of the' south's 
key Al Anad military base, 
though their rivals still had 
control over most of it. 

“Get up, get up. Start firing 
... the enemy is in the base," 
shouted a southern officer at 
soldiers lying in the shade 
against the base's southern 
wall. 

The capture of Al Anad 
would bring northern forces 
within striking range of Aden 


60 km further south — a city of 
350,000 people which is the 
stronghold of the southern 
leadership. 

President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh’s northern military com- 
mand in the capital Sanaa said 
northern forces took control of 
Al Anad. The north claimed 
on Monday it took the base, 
but later said it was besieging 

it. , . 

Soldiers in the war zone told 
Reuters that northern troops • 
had advanced into the north- 
western side of the large base 
and were also trying to gain 
control of a strategic roundab- 


out four km north of the base. 

Southern soldiers said the 
roundabout was heavily forti- 
fied and defended by tanks. 

“Thousands of bodies are 
scattered all over the battle- 
field,” said a witness, emerging 
from the centre of the base. 

Troops loyal to President All 
Abdullah Saleh were in control 
of the northern entrance and 
pounded their rivals with 
shells, an AFP reporter said 
after touring the front. 

But the south's soldiers and 
militiamen, holding on to the 
southern part of the 35-square- 
kilometre base and surround- 


ing hills, retaliated with Soviet 
made Katyusha rockets. 

Hie soldiers manning rocke 
batteries, 20 kilometres fror 
the northern lines, were in big! 
spirits. 

On the field, the cpmmande 
of a southern unit deploys 
near Al Anad told AFP tha 
“the other party is poundin 
the base and aiiport.” South 
ern troops had withdrawn thei 
artillery from the base an 
redeployed. 

Despite the raging battle 
volunteers from Aden flockei 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Palestinian opposition 
treads gently on self-rule 


By John West 

Reuter - — 

GAZA — As Palestinian self- 
rule turns into reality on the 
ground, the Islamic movement 
Hamas and other Palestinian 
opposition groups are still 
wondering how to deal with it. 1 

The people of the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho — who seemed to 
grow more cynical by the day 
from the signing of Septem- 
ber’s PLO-Israeh peace deal to 
its much-delayed implementa- 
tion — went wild with joy 
when armed Palestinian police-' 
men marched in at last. 

Hamas, which denounces 
the agreement but is in close 
touch with local opinion, 
joined the chorus. 

The fundamentalists' first 
major action after the police 
came last week was to organise 
a march of welcome by some 
20,000 supporters through 
Gaza City. 

Was it a glimpse of a new 
Ham as, changing over to open 
political life? Or is it just a 
tactic of wait and see, expect- 
ing PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and his self-rule author- 
ity to stumble and foil? 


According to Mahmoud 
Zbhar, a leading Hamas fi- 

S ire, ‘.‘if Arafat comes to serve 
e Palestinian cause, he is 
welcome. If he serves Israeli 
goals, I do not think he will be 
welcome. Our action will de- 
pend on his action." 

Ziad Abu Amer, a professor 
at Bir Zeit University, says "I 
do not think Hamas can afford 
to be totally rejectionist. And 
they know it. They are highly 
flexible operators.” 

Hamas officials held a series 
of meetings in Gaza and the 
West Bank this mouth with 
Arafat's Fateh faction, aiming 
to ensure peace between them. 

Palestinian sources in Gaza 
say Hamas leaders are acutely 
aware of having something to 
lose if relations with the PLO 
deteriorate — their vast net- 
work of social and health facili- 
ties which ensure them a poli- 
tical base by serving thousands 
in the poor Gaza Strip. 

They say Hamas, while not 
changing its ultimate goals, 
might come to an understand- 
ing with the PLO-led self-rule 
authority if its charities and 
societies were left intact. 

Hamas and other Muslim 
militant groups declared in 


advance that they wanted to 
avoid conflict with the seif-rule 
authority. 

All the opposition groups 
have at the same time declared 
support for continued armed 
attacks on Israeli soldiers and 
settlers, at least so long as they 
remain in any pan of the terri- 
tories occupied in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

In practice, they are likely to 
spend at least some time asses- 
sing the Palestinian police, a 
completely unknown quantity 
in Gaza and Jericho. 

Even Islamic Jihad, the 
.other Muslim military group, 
has made reconciliatory noises. 

“It will remain among our 

S riorities to avoid aimed con- 
ict with the Palestinian police 
and authority,” the group's 
leader, Fathi Shuqaqi, said in 
an interview published 
Sunday. 

He said Jihad was looking to 
boost its presence as a political 
movement, which would repre- 
sent a considerable shift for a 
group which has long operated 
as a tiny guerrilla unit. 

“Islamic Jihad will exert ev- 
ery effort to avoid a dash, even 
if it is obliged to change its 
tactics in Gaza,” he said. 



SMILE RETURNS TO GAZA: Two 

Palestinian policeman look happy even when 
directing the unruly traffic in Gaza City. Only 


small units of Israeli army are left in Gaza, 
waiting to band over the last positions to the 
Palestinian police (AFP photo) 


Yossi Sarid: Israel flexible on Syria 


Iran cancels anti-U.S. protest in Mecca 


TEHRAN (Agendes) — Iran 
has cancelled an anti-U.S. rally 
by its pQgrims in the Muslim 
holy city of Mecca after Saudi 
security forces surrounded 
their camp, television 
announced here. 

Saudi authorities warned last 
week that they would not allow 
Iranian pilgrims to cany out 
their demonstrations in Mecca, 
home to Islam’s holiest sites. 

The bead of the Iranian pil- 
grimage delegation, Moham- 
mad Mobammadi Reyshahri, 
said in a message to spiritual 
guide Ayatollah Aii Khamen ei 
that the demonstration should 
be cancelled “following the de- 
ployment of Sandi police and 
soldiers and irresponsible acts 
and provocation by the Sandi 
authorities.” 

Mr. Khamenei replied by 
saying be agreed that the de- 
monstration be cancelled, the 
television said. 

The Iranian News Agency 
(IRNA) repotted that com- 
mando units, equipped with 
grenade-launchers and 
machine-guns, arrived in eight 
buses in the early bouts Mon- 
day and were stationed in front' 
of the camp, where the “de- 
liverance from the infidels” de- 


monstration was to be held 
Tuesday. 

The police also prevented 
cars belonging to Iranian pil- 
grims and organisers from en- 
tering the camp’s parking lot, 
“even those with diplomatic 
licence plates,” IRNA said. 

The siege followed a prayer 
meeting in the pilgrimage 
quarter in solidarity with the 
Muslim people in Bosnia late 
Sunday, it said. 

Saudi police bad taken down 
several Iranian Sags placed on 
the roof of the pilgrimage 
quartets. 

On Sunday, an Iranian reli- 
gious organisation urged aO 
• Muslims making the pilgrim- 
age in Mecca to defy a Saudi 
ban and take part in the de- 
■ rqcKtstration. _ 

. “We call on all. pilgrims, 
especially politically-aware Ira- 
nians, to take part in the de- 
monstration as in previous 
years to foil the plots of ene- 
mies of Islam,” the Islamic 
Propagation Organisation said 
in a statement. 

The Mecca gathering is the 
“best opportunity and Mecca 
the best place for Muslims to 
express their hatred of the in- 
fidels, notably the United 


States and Israel,” it added. 

Mr. Reyshahri has told the 
pilgrims that holding the rally 
was a “religious must” and that 
everyone should participate. 

Similar demonstrations trig- 
gered clashes with Saudi police 
in previous years, the most 
violent being in 1987, when 400 
pilgrims, including 275 Ira- 
nians, were killed. 

Diplomatic ties between the 
two countries were broken oft 
for three years afterwards. 

The annual Muslim pilgrim- 
awe this year is to start on 
Friday in Mecca, die birthplace 
of the Prophet Mohammad. 

HeavQy-anned Saudi police 
contained to surround Iran’s 
pilgrimage hea (Quarters in 
Mecca for a third day and 
prevented people from enter- 
ing the building, IRNA said 
Tuesday. 

Saudi Arabia’s rulers ban' 
political activity during the 
annual pilgrimage which 
attracts more than a milli on 
Muslims from around tbe 
world. 

“It concluded that the pil- 
grims decided to call off the 
rally in order to prevent ’giving 
the Sands pretexts to create 
another catastrophe .” 


TEL AVIV (R) — A key 
cabinet min ister said Tuesday 
Israel could compromise on 
peace moves with Syria if only 
Damascus showed the same 
flexibility. 

Environment Minister Yossi 
Sarid spoke to Israel Televi- 
sion as U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher was in 
occupied Jerusalem on a shut- 
tle mission to break the impas- 
se with Syria. 

“He (Christopher) is cer- 
tainly familiar enough with the 
negotiations to understand that 
from our standpoint it's a pack- 
age deal,” said Mr. Sarid, who 
led Israeli negotiations with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

“This package deal has many 
important components and so 


long as tbe Syrians will be 
ready to come towards us on a 
certain component we can also 
show flexibility on another 
component,'’ said Mr. Sarid, a 
minister from the Dovish 
Meretz Party. 

Israeli -Syrian negotiations 
are stuck, with Damascus de- 
manding a fall and immediate 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights captured in 
1967 and Israel refusing to 
discuss the extent of a pullout 
without a promise of full rela- 
tions. 

Mr. Sarid said that were 
Syria to show flexibility on 
matters of importance to 
Israel, including security 
arrangements, the Jewish state 
might show more readiness to 
compromise on “other mat- 


ters.'" Mr. Sarid declined to 
identity. 

In a separate interview with 
Israeli Army Radio, Mr. Sarid 
said: “The strategic key to the 
conflict between Israel and the 
Arab states is after all in 
Syria’s hands.” 

Israeli officials were hear- 
tened by an editorial Sunday in 
a Syrian government newspap- 
er suggesting Damascus might 
be prepared to bargain with 
Israel over the timeframe for 
withdrawal. 

The newspaper, .Ushreen, 
spoke of Syria being willing to 
accept an Israeli pullout from 
the strategic plateau “within a 
reasonable and acceptable 
period.” But on Monday the 
newspaper said Syria insisted 
on a quick Israeli withdrawal. 


Thai minister seeks end to Saudi gems case 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Interior 
Minister Chaowalit Yong- 
chaiyudh is pressing for an end 
to the lingering Saudi gems 
investigation and a decision on 
whether to arrest eight top 
policemen accused in the case, 
a ministry official said Tues- 
day. 

Ministry Permanent Secret- 
ary Aree Wong-Araya, who is 
overseeing the probe into the 
mishandling of $20 million in 
stolen gems, has said he will 
decide this week whether to 
approve arrest warrants for 
eight senior officers, including 
former Police Chief Sawasdi 
Amomvrvat, the official said. 

“I’ve asked Aree to con- 
dude the case quickly," the 
official quoted Mr. Chaowalit 


as saying Monday. “If the case 
is not completed now. there 
may be damage.” 

Mr. Chaowalit said Mr. 
Aree must deride whether to 
approve the arrest warrants 
and take responsibility for the 
likely deterioration of relations 
with Saudi Arabia if he does 
not act, the official reported. 

He said Mr. Aree still was 
checking statements the sus- 
pects gave to a ministry panel 
he chairs against testimony 
given by police. A 

Last week, Mr. Aree's panel 
rejected a police request to 
arrest the eight men, saying the 
case against them was weak 
and more investigation was 
needed. Mr. Chaowalit said 


then that the matter should be 
handled with prudence but 
should be wrapped up quickly. 

In 1979, a Thai servant stole 
jewelry from the palace of a 
Saudi prince and fled to Thai- 
land. He was arrested and the 
loot seized, but some of the 
jewelry was never returned 
and much of what was given 
back was fake. 

The gems case and die mur- 
der of four Saudi embassy offi- 
cials and a businessman here in 
1989 and 1990 soured relations 
between the two countries. 
Riyadh downgraded its embas- 
sy here and stopped giving 
Thais visas in 1990 to pressure 
Bangkok into solving the 
cases. 


Hariri loses ground in political battle 


By Andrew Taraowriti 

Renter 

BEIRUT — Prime Minister 
Rafik Al Hariri, brought in to 
raise Lebanon from the ruins 
of civil war, appeared to have 
lost ground politically in his 
standoff with tbe president 
and parliament speaker. 

Tbe billionaire prime 
minister derided on Saturday 
to go back to work after a 
stoppage that paralysed the 
government for a week, 
raised fears of political insta- 
bility and scared Beirut’s 
reemerging financial markets 
with a run on the Lebanese 
pound. 

“The government was not 
reshuffled, portfolios were 
not swapped and the stop- 
page gave no results,” said 
the Beirut daily Al Anwar, 
commenting on Mr. Hariri's 
failure to achieve his goals. 

The dimbdown may be 
particularly damaging on top 
of an erosion of Mr. Hariri’s 
popularity caused by tbe fai- 
lure of his $12 billion rebuild- 
ing programme to bring re- 
sults as quickly as many 


Lebanese expected. 

But the political damage 
may be more apparent than 
real. 

Mr. Hariri remained firmly 
in office as the crisis ended. 

Despite earlier reports of 
. Syrian dissatisfaction with bis 
role in tbe affair, be appeared 
to remain on good terms with 
Damascus — the paramount 
issue for any Lebanese politi- 
cian. 

A meeting on Saturday 
with President Hafez Al 
Assad helped control tbe 
damage to his intake. A 
Beirut newspaper said it gave 
Mr. Hariri “moral compensa- 
tion” for the apparent set- 
back on the domestic front. 

The showdown with Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi and Speak- 
er Nabih Bern may even 
have won Mr. Hariri ground 
with Lebanon’s influential 
Christian minority by show- 
ing them be is ready to listen 
to their grievances. 

By risking a crisis to bring 
more representative Christ- 
ians into the government, 
Mr. Hariri put angty Christ- 
ian demands for more ba- 


lanced treatment by the Sy- 
rian-backed government into 
the centre of the political 
stage. 

In the negotiated com- 
promise that ended the con- 
frontation he won a commit- 
ment from Mr. Hrawi and 
Mr. Beni to discuss his de- 
mand for expanding the 
cabinet after he goes luck to 
work. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Mr. Hariri sparked the 
showdown by proposing to 
add four members to the 
cabinet — two heavyweight 
Christians and two others to 
speed up reconstruction. 

The proposal puzzled 
observers who felt Mr. Hariri 
was picking a fight he could 
not win. 

They said be most have 
known no Christian 
heavyweight could agree to 
enter the government with- 
out major changes in its poli- 
cies that he could not deliver 
— principally an effort to 
regain Lebanon’s freedom of 


action from Syria, which has . 
35,000 troops in the country 
and is the main power 
broker. 

Mr. Hrawi and Mr. Bern 
duly blocked the reshuffle, 
making Mr. Hariri look 
powerless and proposing in- 
stead major government 
changes which could have 
weakened his cabinet sup- 
port. 

As Mr. Hariri stayed home 
in protest, aides said his aim 
all along was to show that the 
distribution of power intro- 
duced under the 1989 Taif 
accord that ended the dvil 
war was unworkable. 

The pact did not clearly 
define the roles of Lebanon's 
three top office-holders, 
allowing them to meddle in 
each other's business and 
block each other's initiatives. 

Mr. Hariri believes this is 
blocking effective govern- 
ment and causing delays to 
his reconstruction projects, 
aides say. 

Discontent with Taif and 
its partial implementation is 
also a major Christian grie- 
vance — a fact that increases 


the possibility that Mr. Hariri 
may be trying to tell the 
, Christians that he is a poten- 
tial ally whose concerns coin- 
ride with theirs. 

By presenting himself as a 
possible ally for the Christ- 
ians Mr. Hariri may be seek- 
ing a major role in the elec- 
tion of the next president — 
who must be a Maronite 
Christian — due by the end 
of 1995. 

Apparently aware of the 
threat, presidential aides said 
Mr. Hrawi was angry at Mr. 
Hariri because he was trying 
“to outbid the president" in 
his own Maronite com- 
munity. 

Relations between the two 
men have long been bad. 

Mr. Hrawi is known to 
want to become leader of the 
Christian community when 
he steps down as president. 

■ and to want his son-in-law. 
Foreign Minister Faris 
Bouez, to succeed him. 

Political sources say Mr. 
Hrawi wants Mr. Hariri out 
of government, or at least 
seriously weakened, before 
the presidential campaign 



Rafik Al Hariri 

gets under way. 

They say he fears the com- 
bination of the prime minis- 
ter's office with Mr. Hariri's 
financial resources and the 
confidence of the Syrians 
would give the Sunni Muslim 
premier unbeatable influence 
in the behind-the-scenes bar- 
gaining that goes into the 
election of Lebanon's presi- 
dents. 


NEWS 1W BRIEF 

Muslim militants fight police in Egypt^ 

ASSIUT, Egypt (R) — Muslim militants had a gunfight with 
Egyptian police in the southern province of Assiut Monday 

: T..Ac>lav Fnur militant* ... 


Minimi ■ - — - — — — — 1 i ■ — 

ev ening , security sources said Tuesday. Four militants were 
arrested, one of them wounded. The fight took place in the 
town of Skffa, on the Nile 350 kilometres south of Cairo, one 

af tka iwitw nf oMivih; hv tht* militant GfllRS’S Al Ttlamiinh 


of the centres of activity by the militant Gama’a Al I&lamiyah 
(Islamic Group). In the provincial capital Assiut police raided 
- shops owned by militants, arrested 40 people and confiscated 
videotapes of sermons by preachers including the Gama’a 
spiritual leader, Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman. Sheikh Omar is 
in jail in the United States, where be faces charges that be 
conspired to bomb die United Nations and assassinate 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. In other raids in Assiut 
province, police arrested 11 suspected militants and seized 37 
unlicensed weapons, including 12 automatic rifles. 

Pilgrims leave Sarajevo for Mecca 

SARAJEVO (R) — Hundreds of Bosnian Musfims left Sarajevo for 
Mecca Tbesday, tbe first time since the war began two years ago 
that Muslims from Bosnia's capital have been able to join the 
haj or pilgrimage. Organisers said the first of 360 pfignms left 
Sarajevo Airport aboard a United Nations flight for Zagreb, 
where they will board an airliner sent by Saudi Arabia, which 
arranges die annual Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca. More 
pilgrims were leaving Sarajevo aboard a second U.N. flight 
later in the day, organisers said. A total of about 360 Bosnians 
are travelling on the two U.S. flights to Zagreb where they mil 
board an airliner chartered by Saudi Arabia and bead for 
Mecca, U.N. Protection Force officials said. They will be 
joined in Zagreb, the Croatian capital, by 120 Muslim refugees 
in Croatia. About 320 of the pilgrims are wounded Bosnian 
army soldiers who win be able to receive medical treatment In 
Saudi Arabia, organisers said. 

Libyan official pays private visit to France 

PARIS (R) — Libyan Foreign Minister Omar Mustafa Al 
Montasser spent the past weekend in Paris on a private visit, 
die French Foreign Minister sad.. A ministry spokesman said 
the French government was aware of the visit by Mr. 
Montasser, who was en route from South Africa to Libya. But 
he said tbe weekend stopover in Paris was purely private and 
had no diplomatic significance. France has shuraied high-level 
contacts with Libya since the U.N. Security Council imposed 
sanctions on Tripoli following its refusal to turn over two 
Libyans suspected of responsibility for a 1988 bomb attack on 
a U.S. airflner over Lockerbie, Scotland. The attack killed 270 
people. The spokesman said it was believed to be tbe first time 
a Libyan government official had entered France since tbe 
United Nations Security Council imposed the sanctions. Mr. 
Montasser stayed at the luxury Hotel CriDon, one of the Paris’ 
most expensive hotels- The Security Council has also said 
Libya must satisfy the demands of a French magistrate 
investigating the mid-air bombing of a French UTA flight over 
Nigera in 1989 which killed all 171 aboard. The magistrate was 
barred from entering Libya in 1992. The Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Mr. Montasser’s visit “signifies no change in 
France’s weD-known position with regard to Libya.” He 
added: “We demand dial Libya comply with the Security 
Council resolutions and cooperate with French justice.” 

Iran condemns award for Rushdie 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran condemned on Tuesday tbe granting 
of a literary award to British author Salman Rushdie in 
Vienna, saying it was an insult to Islam. Foreign Ministry 


insult to “all Muslims and followers of other religfons.” “TLs? 
prize was a basis for more disrespect to the divine religions,” 
he said, quoted by the Iranians news agency. The European 
prize for. literature, which was awarded to Mr.' Rushdie in 
■ 1992, was handed over to him Monday by Austrian Minister 
for Education and Culture Rudolf Scbolten. Mr. Rushdie has 
been living in hiding since he was condemned to death by tbe 
late Iranian spiritual guide Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini for 
allegedly blaspheming Islam in his novel “The Satanic 
Verses.” The decision of a jury of Austrian authors to award 
Rushdie the prize was kept secret for a year because the 
authorities in Vienna said they could not ensure his security 
there. The government finally reconsidered its position under 
public pressure. 

UAE to hold defence exhibition 

DUBAI (R) — The United Arab Emirates wiU hold its second 
major defence exhibition in Abu Dhabi on March 19 to 23 next 
year, a statement from the organisers said Tuesday. The 
statement sent to Reuters said the International Defence 
Exhibition (IDEX) 1995 will be held at the Abu Dhabi 
Exhibition Centre. It said eight countries have reserved space 
in the more than 32,000 square metre indoor hall and more 
were expected. “With 10 months to go we are already 
two-thirds full,” Brigadier Staff Sultan Al-Suwaidi said. “We 
have already arranged to build a large conference hall and an 
additional 6,000 square metre display hall.” IDEX will, 
emphasise electronic warfare and security systems. There will 
be live firing and other demonstrations. At the last IDEX 
show in February 1993 more than 350 arms manufacturers vied 
for lucrative contracts in a Gulf market which experts say is 
worth $10 billion a year. 

Mandela to attend OAS summit ^ 

TUNIS (AFP) — South African President Nelson Mandela is 
to attend the Organisation of African Unity summit in Tunis 
next month, Tunisian Foreign Minister Habib Ben Yahia said 
Monday. Speaking during a meeting here to prepare the 
summit Yahia said Mandela's presence at the June 13 to 15 
meeting would mark a “decisive turning point” in the OALTs 
history and would have “considerable political impact." 
Confirmation of Mandela’s attendance by the newly-installed 
president’s office was not immediately available. 
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17:30 Ordy 

18:08 N.B.A. sport 

19:00 News in French 

IMS Lc Journal Dc L'Histoirc 

1WB News in Hebrew 

1*45 

Great Moments in Science & Technol- 
ogy 

2*66 News in Arabic 

2*36 Too Close for Comfort 

21:66 The Best of Magic 

21 JO The World of Tbe Thirbis 

22*0 News in English 

2&20 Poldarfc 

PRAYER TORES 
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0532 (Sunrise) Duba 

12J2 Dhuhr 
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1*31 Maghreb 

21:06 -Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Chinch Sweffleb, 
TO. 810740 

Aasemhlirs of God Cfanrch, Td. 
632785. 

St Joseph Chord! Tel. 624590. 
Cbarcfc Of tbe Ammadatian Tel. 
637440. 

De b SaBe Church Tel. 661757 


Thrruirfii Chare* Td; 622366 
Cbtrch or tbe Aunt lollop Td. 

623541. 

AngHcm Chwcb Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Ar men i an CathaBc Church Td. 

771331. 

Anacsdaa Orthodox Chanh Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephrahu Chord) Td. 771751. 
Aoooao I ntern i ti i n i a l Cfaorcb Td. 

652526. 

Enogdkpl Lotbcran Choreh Td: 

824328. 

GernaB-fipeoklBg EvaogeHcal Coo- 
gregatiao Td: 684195 
TV CbBrch of Jens Christ of Latter- 
Day Sofats Td. 6S4932 
Cbnrdi of Naz arenc Td. 675691. 

The Er angeH c al Local Choreh ta An- 
man 

Td. 811295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Hot and dry weather conditions mil 
prevail with winds southeasterly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, it wffl be 
dusty with winds northerly active and 
seas calm. 

MmJMax. temp. 

Amman 17/35 

Aqaba 24/37 

Deserts 16/36 
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Jordan VaBcy 21/40 

Yesterday’s btgb t emper a Hir es: Am- 
man 34. Aqaba 36. Humidity readings: 
Amman 14 per cent. Aqaba 17 per 
oent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Bashed 896301- 

Dr. Hhbam Kan'an 790286 

Dr- WaM AlMasri 675485 

Dr. Mustafa HaiBitaJl 826024 

Fins pharmacy 6619 12 

Feidows pharmacy 778336 

Ai Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A! Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmctsani pharmacy .637660 

Naiiuujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


ntBOfe 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu (— ) 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 


ZAJtQA: 

Dr. Akrara Haddad 985550 

Kbafifcb pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence lift mediate 

Rescue 630341 

Qvfl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 77512! 

Highway Police - 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

;Pab&c Scanty Department 630321 

•Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Compiaims 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Compl ai nts 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 


(director? assistance) 

Overseas Calls I 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs i 

AbdaK Telephone Repairs < 

Jordan Television ' 

Radio Jordan 

Water Authority < 

Jordan Ekctriaty Authority ... I 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ FHgnt Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J- Amn... 644281/6 
Akifch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmdsani .......... 664171/4 

Shmcbani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcf Hospital ......... 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 564164/6 

Italian. Al-Mubajrccn 777)01/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army.fiMarta 89I6||/|5 

Queen AEa Hospital 60224(V50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZAJtQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)91X1560 


IbnSna Hospital (09j«8h7?2 

AlHikms Modem Hospital (U9J9WW0 

BHD: 

Princes Basaa Hospital 101)275555 

Greek Cadn&c Hospital (02)272275 

[bn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 


AQABA; 

Princes Hzya Hospital 


.(IBpMllI 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information it supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Aha Intcmatrooal 
Airport Tel. (08153200-5. when it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

0*09 Aqaba (Rl) 

0*30 Jeddah (RJ) 

9*35 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

1*15 Lamaca (RJ) 

16*9 .... New Y«t. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:35 London (RJ) 

18:20 Istanbul (RJ) 

I8£S Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

1*00 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

1*10 Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

1*20 Frankfurt. VkanaYRJi 

1*30 Route ( RJ) 

0*25 - Beirut (add) i RJ) 

91:20 Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

1035 Cairo (MS) 

11:10 Damascus (AZ) 

11:25 Lamaca <CY) 

II JO Jeddah (SA) 

1*25 Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

lfcflS Karachi. Abu Dfaabi (PI) 

16e20 Algiers (AA) 

1*60 Paris (AF) 

21:15 Beirut (ME) 

2*25 Amsterdam (KL) 


Boyd Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

0*30 Aqaba (RJ) 

10JO Romc(RJ) 

11:15 .... Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

11:35 Bcriian, London (RJ) 

12£Q Casa Blanca, Tunis (RJ)' 

12*8 Istanbul (RJ) 

*30 Colombo (RJ) 

2*35 Beirut (add) (RJ) 

2*4* Cams. Aqaba (RJ) 

21:00 Riyadh (RJ) 

21:10 New Delhi (RJ) 

22M Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Bcimt. Pans (AF) 

•**5 Beirut (ME) 

11:25 Cairo (MS) 

12:10 Rome (AZ) 

LanacafCY) 

13*0 Jeddah ($U) 

HJO Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:15 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PI) 


Algiers. Sharqafa(AA) 

90:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Pep. Aab-^ . ....... &oq aJ n. every Monday 

Air. Abbd 5:00 p m. every Sunday 

market prices 

uppcc/fowcr price in tils per kg. 

Bunana (Mukammar ) 620 
350/270 

Cauliflower 7 VI 

~..zr ISO/ 100 



,ig ^ 

jjtppcr (sweet) 350/250 

tw::::::::::::: - SESS 

v me Leaves 6S0/4W 
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Akaiieh succeeds Taihouni at Senate Cabinet approves 56 new economic projects 

LLn/« v , ..... _ . _ JL JL M. & 


^ AMMAN (Petra) — Minuter 
of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Ahmad Akaiieh Tuesday 
took the oath of office as a 
i member of the Upper House 
pf Parliament, succeeding the 
rate Bahjat Taihouni who 
died in Amman on Jan. 30. 

Dt. Akaiieh was sworn in 
during a Senate session 
awircd by Senate Speaker 
Ahmad Lawzi and attended 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salais Majali and several 
Cabinet ministers. 

The Senate Tuesday 
approved the revised draft 


Public Security Law of 1994. 
os it was referred to it by the 
Lower House. 

The draft law was original- 
ly made up of two proposed 
laws. The Upper House com- 
bined them into one after 
making amendments to 
them. The draft law was re* 
f erred to the Lower House, 
which in cum approved it. 

The senate also referred to 
its Financial Committee a re- 
vised draft law on the Jorda- 
nian Investment Corporation 
fJlC) and another on the 
Jordanian Exports Guaran- 
tee Corporation (JEGC). 



Ahmad Akaiieh 


Belgian envoy points to U.N. weaknesses 



By Elia Nasrallah 
Jordan Tima Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Belgian Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Pierre Du 
Muelenaere Tuesday voiced 
his country's total support for 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess in line wirh U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions bur 
oho said that the world body 
has been ineffective in deal- 
ing with several major con- 
flicts. 

Addressing an Amman 
Rotary Club luncheon held in 
his honour at the InterCon- 
tinental Hotel, the ambassa- 
dor said that peace can best 
be served when it is made to 
cater to the social as well as 
economic requirements of 
peoples. 

The world community as a 
whole ought to exert more 
serious efforts to ensure the 
settlement of problems that 
are chronic and that continue 
to breed tension. Mr. Muele- 


naere said. 

Referring to the work of 
the United Nations Organisa- 
tions, the ambassador said 
changes ought to come about 
that would ensure the repre- 
sentation as permanent mem- 
bers of each of the world 
continents on the Security 
Council so as to be fair io 
various nations' interests. 

As to the present United 
Nations set up. Mr. Muele- 
naere said that internal dif- 
ferences among Security 
Council members have made 
the world body impotent in a 
number of cases. 

Gting the example of the 
situation in former Yugosla- 
via, he said that nothing 
much has been accomplished 
yet to stop the war or to 
provide relief to the innocent 
population. 

Even the NATO alliance, 
with all its modem technolo- 
gy and military power, is 
making different excuses for 


its failure to act in a manner 
that would end the conflict, 
he said. 

Remarking in response to a 
guest’s criticism of the new 
world order and its "double 
standard" dealing with re- 
gional conflicts around the 
world, the ambassador said 
that the world community 
represented by the United 
Nations General Assembly 
and the Security Council 
ought to consider seriously 
current proposals submitted 
by various nations concerning 
the settlement of regional 
issues and act in a manner 
that would be more fair and 
just to all nations. 

Referring to Belgium and 
Jordan, and their mutual re- 
lations, he said that the two 
stales are relatively small in 
size but they play significant 
roles in their respective re- 
gions, and maintain dose 
cooperation in several fields. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Partici- 
pants in a four-day workshop 
on chemical safety organised 
by the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) Tuesday stressed 
the importance of public 
awareness of safety precau- 
tions in case of possible che- 
mical disasters. 

mm- 

At the . conclusion of 
workshop, in which delegates, 
representing eight Middle 
Eastern countries took part, 
the participants said chemical 
■ poisoning cases in the Middle 
East region are on the rise and 
that most of the countries rep- 
resented at the workshop had 
witnessed some emergency 
cases resulting from chemical 
and technological disasters that 
have left some victims. 

Spreading public awareness 
in these countries has become 
extremely important since 
these states are still in a 
rudimentary phase of indus- 
trialisation and they suffer 
from lack of information on 


toxic chemical materials and 
means to diagnose and treat 
injuries resulting from chemic- 
al accidents, the participants 
said. 

TheJP said despite taking 
some precautions against che- 
mical accidents, which are 
hazardous not only to people 
but also to the environment,- 
few of these countries have the 
capabilities to deal with such 
incidents because of infrastruc- 
ture and legislature obstacles. 

The participants in the work- 
shop, entitled “Health Efforts 
of Chemical Accidents, Pre- 
vention, Preparedness and Re- 
sponse," added that as the 
numbers of victims of chemical 
accidents increase in the Mid- 
dle East, more burdens are 
added to these countries' 
health care facilities, which are 
still ill-prepared to deal with 
such accidents. 

They recommended that 
safe and developed techniques 
be used to prevent disasters, 
suitable precautions be taken. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Mohammad visits Prime 
Ministry 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, the Personal Representative of 
His Majesty King Hussein, Tuesday called at 
the Prime Ministry where he met with the 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali and was 
briefed on the government’s plans to ensure the 
smooth and effective delivery of services to 
citizens. 

Iraq praises Jordan’s stand 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Iraqi Prime Minister 
Ahmad Hussein Khdeir Tuesday praised Jor- 
dan's stand towards the Iraqi people and said 
Iraq will not forget Jordan's honourable pan- 
Arab position. Mr. Khdeir was speaking during 
a meeting with Jordan's Minister of Education 
Khaled A1 Omari and an accompanying delega- 
tion. Dr. Omari’s visit to Baghdad is aimed at 
discussing the best means for implementing the 
educational agreement concluded between Iraq 
and Jordan and to obtain first-hand information 
on Iraq's educational experience, and the con- 


sequences of the U.N. embargo on educational 
institutions there. 

Ministry to study coffee prices 

AMMAN (Petra) — The government will 
reconsider coffee prices in the Kingdom in light 
of the global rise in the cost of this commodity, 
according to Supply Minister Radi Ibrahim. 
The minister said prices have increased from 
51,350 per tonne as of September 1993 to a 
current price of $2,098, adding .that at present 
local coffee prices are based on previous prices. 

Mail to Yemen halted 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Com- 
munications and Postal Affairs requested all 
post offices throughout the country not to 
accept any mail to Yemen until further notice, 
according to the ministry's Secretary General 
Abdullah A1 Jazi. The new measure comes in 
response to a request by Royal Jordanian, 
which informed the ministry that all carriers 
refuse to accept any mail addressed to Yemen 
because of the ongoing civil strife there. 


Experts urge more public awareness 
of danger of chemical disasters 


By a Jordan Times 
StalT Reporter 

AMMAN — The Cabinet 
Tuesday agreed IO ihe e&tab- 
iishment of 14 new 
"approved economic pro- 
jects" and two "economic 
projects," as well as expan- 
sion plans for 40 other econo- 
mic projects. 

According to Information 
Minister Jawad Al Anani. 
these projects and expansions 
combined mean a JD 12 mil- 
lion investment. They serve 
as a positive indicator of the 
country's economic situation 
because they are expected to 
boost production, create 
more jobs and stimulate eco- 
nomic activity in Jordan, said 
Dr. Anani in j statement 
following a regular Cabinet 
session. 

Under the law for en- 
couraging investments in Jor- 
dan, all plans described us 


economic projects enjoy spe- 
cial privileges and incentives, 
according to Industry and 
Trade Minister Rima Khalaf. 

Dr. Khalaf told the Jordan 
Times that “approved econo- 
mic projects" are exempr 
from income tax and any 
other fees for the first five 
years after starting opera- 
tions; they also are exempt 
from customs duty on im- 
ported machinery and equip- 
ment used for such projects. 

"Economic projects” are 
only exempt from customs 
duty on machinery and 
equipment purchased for the 
projects, said Dr. Khalaf. 

When asked how the gov- 
ernment determines whether 
a scheme is an economic pro- 
ject or nor. Dr. Khalaf said 
that each project is evaluated 
on a points system which 
studies the project’s objec- 
tive. the products to be ex- 
ported, employment of work- 
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Jawad Anani 

ers, etc, then ponits arc 
assigned to the project. The 
number of points determines 
whether the projects consi- 
dered an "approved econo- 
mic project” or simply an 


Rima Khalaf 

“economic project,” she ex- 
plained. 

Meanwhile other issues 
discussed on the Cabinet's 
agenda. Dr. Anani said, were 
the principles set up by the 


Civil Service Commission 
(CSC) for the appointment of 
civil servants andproposals 
for revising the CSC system 
with a view to introducing 
amendments that allow job 
candidates to submit other 
credentials (not required by 
the old system)- 

In this context, said the 
minister, the Cabinet prop- 
osed that sufficient authority 
be granted to concerned de- 
partments in the govern o- 
rates in order to achieve gra- 
dual decentralisation of the 
government. 

Dr. Anani said the Cabinet 
approved giving priority to 
the appointment of local 
citizens in the govemorates’ 
departments. 

According to the minister, 
the Cabinet will tackle other 
points pertaining to the 
amendment of the Civil Ser- 
vice Commission Law in its 
next sessions. 


TCC observes World Telecommunications Day 

Corporation to instal 21 new main telephone exchanges 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Tele- 
communications Corporation 
(TCC) Tuesday observed 
World Telecommunications 
Day by announcing new plans 
for the installation of 21 main 
telephone exchange units in 
the govemorates of Amman, 
Irbid. Balqa and Zarqa. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence at the TCC offices Cor- 
poration Director General 
Ahmad Nawawi said the new 
projects approved by the TCC 
board would make available an 
additional 219,354 telephone 


lines in two-and-a-half years. 

The TCC will also be install- 
ing new networks to boost the 
telephone exchange units in 
the govemorates of Zarqa and 
Irbid by laying an additional 
1,100 kilometres of cables, said 
Mr. Nawawi. 

The new cables, which will 
later extend to reach the Am- 
man area, are to be connected 
at a later stage with the mam 
grids linking the Kingdom with 
Syria, Egypt and Saudi Arabia, 
he added. 

TCC sources said that cur- 


rently Jordan has 300,000 tele- 
phone subscribers of whom 
166,434 in the Amman area 
alone. 

Mr. Nawawi also told the 
press that the TCC is studying 
the feasibility of converting the 
TCC into a state-owned com- 
pany operating on a purely 
commercial bass. The new en- 
tity would have an indepen- 
dent financial and administra- 
tive status and would provide 
better and more efficient ser- 
vice by avoiding much of the 
usual routine, he said. 


Last year, Mr. Nawawi was 
quoted as saying that the cor- 
poration will not be privatised 
despite arguments that the pri- 
vate sector could provide bet- 
ter services. 

At the press conference 
Tuesday, he said the conver- 
sion into a commercial entity 
would enable the TCC to cater 
to and compete with all private 
sector services despite its re- 
maining a government com- 
pany. 

Under the new system, the 
TCC would expand its services 


and employ an additional staff 
of 1,500 employees over the 
next three years, added Mr. 
Nawawi. 

Referring to the collections 
of telephone service fees, Mr. 
Nawawi said that 64 per cent of 
these bills are paid by 20,000 
subscribers out of the total 
number of subscribers in Jor- 
dan. 

He said international calls 
account for the majority of the 
total number of telephone calls 
made in the Kingdom. 


and early warning systems be 
installed to alert the authorities 
to chemical accidents, under- 
lining the importance of coop- 
eration and coordination 
among all government, private 
sector and voluntary institu- 
tions in facing chemical 
hazards. 

The workshop, which was 
organised by the WHO in- 
cooperation with the Ministry 
of Health, aimed at studying 
toe progress of an interriational 
programme on chemical safe- 
ty- 

The programme seeks to 
provide advice and gtrida&ce to 
the countries of the region on 
how to prevent chemical acci- 
dents and promote chemical 
safety measures throughout 
the world. 

The programme is spon- 
sored by the International 
Labour Organisation (ELO), 
WHO and the United Nations 
Environment Programme 1 
(UNEP). 


Principals team up to launch 
language camp for students 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Because En- 
glish language education in 
public schools, particularly in 
rural areas, is relatively 
weaker than in private 
schools io the Kingdom, 
several public school princip- 
als got together to organise 
an English language camp for 
seventh through eleventh 
grades in Rmemine, a small 
town near Baqaa. 

At a brief ceremony Tues- 
day attended by Ministry of 
Education Director General 
Muntoer Al Masri, Ahmad 
Arabiyat, principal of Rme- 
mine School tola the Jordan 
times that this idea came to 
fruition after discussions with 
other principals about their 
students' low level English 
skills. 

"We concluded that our 
students are veiy weak in the 
English, and it is very diffi- 
cult for them to express 
themselves in this second lan- 
guage,” Mr. Arabiyat said. 

In addition to the students' 
deficiency in comprehending 
and speaking English, in toe 
final year of school many of 
them fail their Tawjihi exams 
or obtain low grades because 
of their weakness in English, 
according to Mr. Arabiyat. 

“Students in public schools 
start learning English in fifth 
grade, attending one English 


class per day, while students 
at private schools begin 
learning English in Kinder- 
garten with at least 10 lessons 
weekly. 

“We want to get rid of the 
classical and old methods of 
teaching a second language, 
and we believe this camp will 
serve the purpose," Mr. Ara- 
biyat added. 

The main goal of the camp, 
Mr. Arabiyat said, is to im- 
prove the students' English 
by strengthening their dia- 
logue skills. 

The three-day camp, which 
started Tuesday, combines 50 
students from Salt Secondary 
School and Rmemine School. 
The students are divided into 
seven groups and each group 
is supervised and lectured by 
an English language teacher. 

“We invited several 
teachers from different in- 
stitutions to lecture and hold 
dialogue classes," said Mr. 
Arabiyat, adding that volun- 
teers came from toe Amman 
Baccalaureate School, Dar 
Al Lughat (House of Lan- 
guages), the Jubilee School, 
and toe Riadi Centre in Salt. 

He said toe students will 
also experience toe pleasures 
of outdoor camping, going on 
hiking trips, and participating 
in sports activities. They will 
read English newspapers and 
write reports at the end of 
each day describing their ex- 


periences, Dr. Arabiyat said. 
At the conclusion of the three 
days, the students will be 
evaluated and prizes will be 
awarded to those who excel- 
led. 

“Students are not allowed 
to speak any word in Arabic 
during toe camp period," 
Abdul Karim Saket, principal 
of the Salt Secondary School, 
the oldest school in the King- 
dom, told the Jordan Times. 

He said toe camp slogan is: 
‘Talk as much as you want, 
don’t be shy, it is important 
to learn.” 

“Although it is a short 
period, we hope to encourage 
students to speak English af- 
ter the camp is over,” Mr. 
Saket said. 

Rida Kbarabsheh (17) said 
that when he beard about the 
new opportunity he was en- 
couraged to enroll. 

“I wanted to improve my 
level in English because 1 like 
the language and also to 
make new friends and ex- 
change information with 
them,” the 11th grader said. 

He said it is very important 
for every student to attend 
similar camps, because he/ 
she will face difficulties in 
their quest for higher educa- 
tion. 

“I can't say I have reached 
the highest level in English, 
but I find myself able to 



Seventh grpders from Rmemine School Tuesday sing out their 
camp song at a brief ceremony to mark the opening of a 
three-day Engfish language camp for public school students 
(photo by Rana Husseini) 


express my opinion in En- 
glish,” he said. 

Rida said he is trying to 
improve his English by read- 
ing books, and be will attend 
medical school if he achieves 


the necessary grades. 

According to Mr. Ara- 
biyat, toe Ministry of Educa- 
tion supported the idea of toe 
camp, and will study and 
evaluate its benefits. 


OPPORTUNITIES 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


CONCERT 

ir Concert by Al Mawred School students at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 5:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* Lecture in French on the 500th birthday anniversary of 
Rabelais entitled “Rabelais Homme De Tons Let Temps" at 
the French Cultural Centre at 6:00 p.m. 

exhibitions 

ft Exhibition of paintings by 20 Jordanian and Iraqi artirts 
(Including Widad Orfali, Hussein Da seh, Waddah Al 
Ward, Adnan Al Hihi and Mahmoud Hussein) al Orfah Art 
GatieiV hi Umra Uthaina (Td. 826932). 

£ Exhibition by 46 artists entitled "He, Boqjour Monsieur La 
Folaine" at the French Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition of paintings by artist Salman A! Basn at Alia Art 
Gallery (Td. 639303). 

* Exhibition by Iraqi artist ShawkatAI R «tal^tbeltt^n 
Language Centre (9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.) (Tel. 669348). 

ft Exhibition of water colour paintings by artist Ilab Hrrib and 
another exhibition of ceramics by bqjMa M at Ain 

Art Gallery in Wadi Saqra (Tel. 644451, bS2X23). 


WpSn JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

CO LTD 

Announces the invitation to tender 

No. 13F/94 

JPMC announces the invitation to Tender No. 
13F/94 for the stipply, installation, commis- 
sioning and one-year maintenance of (D.C. 
power supply system) at Eshidlya Mine Project. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department. Ap- 
plication for documents should be accompa- 
nied by a non-refundable fee of JD (15) for 
each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting tenders is 
12:00 hours local time Tuesday 7th June, 
1994. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 



ECQtOGS 
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After Sida, Gaza, Jerusalem, Jericho 
and before Fuheis and Ain Heloueh 

The French Pianist 

Sebastien Comut 

Winner of the First Award of The 
Conservatorie National De Paris 
will hold a piano recital in Amman 
on Friday 20th of May, at 8:00 p.m. 
at the Philadelphia hotel 

On the programme: 

Mozart, Schumann , 

Liszt, Scriabine, Debussy 
Tickets JD 5 at Philadelphia Hotel 
Tel. 607100 

Concert organised by 
the Association “Ecologie Solidarites” 
and the 

“Association Des Diplomes Jordaniens De France” 



ARAM EX 

is looking for a 
receptionist 


Minimum 2 years experience 
Fluent in English and Arabic 
Strong communication skills 
Flexible, energetic team player 

Our solid compensation package 
includes salary incentives , 
medical and educational benefits. 

Please call 664590 for appointment : 
Amman Human Resources 
P.O.Box 3371 
Amman, Jordan 


9. 
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Matter for Arab gap 

THE GAP between Israel and Syria on the 
Golan Heights appears to have narrowed as 
a result of the latest shuttle diplomacy 
conducted by the U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. With Damascus en- 
tertaining in principle the idea of a phased 
Israeli withdrawal provided that the dura- 
tion is reasonable and not as prolonged as 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin would 
like it to be, narrowing the differences 
between the two sides could now be easier. 

Rabin must nevertheless commit himself 
dearly and unequivocally to Syria’s legiti- 
mate insistence mi complete withdrawal 
from the Syrian occupied territory. 

The talks between the two countries 
appear to be centered on whether a gradual 
Israeli withdrawal should be attained in 5-8 
years as Rabin proposes or in less than 
three years as Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad now accepts. 

The fact that Mr. Christopher has pro- 
longed his stay in the region suggests that 
progress on the Syrian-Israeli track has 
been registered and that with additional 
political efforts and negotiations the two 
countries could come very dose to an 
agreement. Should this be the case, the 
positive developments on the Syrian front 
would bode well for the other tracks notably 
on the Lebanese and Jordanian tracks as 
well. Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Yossi 
Beilin, who maintains that Damascus holds 
the ultimate key to the entire peace process, 
sounded upbeat last week when he said that 
peace with Syria could be forthcoming in 
the coming months. 

True to its word, Jordan win soon rejoin 
the peace process after having resolved with 
Washington the conflict over the blockade 
of Aqaba. Time thus becomes a crucial 
factor, leaving little choice for the Arab 
negotiating parties to get their cooperation 
and coordination act together. 

It is a solid contention that the PLO could 
have struck a more favourable deal for itself 
had it remained in tone with the other Arab 
parties before and daring the Oslo and 
Cairo accords. As such, there can be no 
better timing to reinstitute joint Arab 
efforts than now. 


A COLUMNIST in Smt Al Sbaab daily drew, the concerned 
authorities attention to the plight of 170 workers who he said 
have been arbitrarily fired from the Jordanian National 
Canning Company and the 18 workers who were earlier 
sacked from the Jordan Dairies Company. The workers in this 
country have no one to protect them, not even the Labour 
Ministry, which is struggling with the grave issue of growing 
unemployment, said Ahmad Dabbas. The government is 
called on to come to the help of the workers in all private 
businesses because it is its duty to do so and ensure that 
Jordanian workers have priority over guest workers in 
employment, demanded Mr. Dabbas. While admitting that 
the question of unemployment in Jordan requires efforts at the 
national level, one can only hope that the Labour Ministry 
would at least ensure the rights of those workers already 
employed and guarantee their lawful rights, said the writer. 
Mr. Dabbas said that the Labour Ministry is expected to see to 
it that more jobs are created for the Jordanians unemployed 
and to ease the chronic issue of unemployment that has been 
disturbing the nation for so long. 


COMMENTING ON His Majesty King Hussein's meeting 
with members of the Lower House of Parliament Monday, Al 
Ra’i daily said that the King has reiterated the fact that Jordan 
was never going back on its dear option for democracy, 
especially in light of the current disarray in the Arab World’s 
ranks We are determined to enhance the prindples and the 
concepts of democracy, freedom and human rights, because 
rhev constitute the right path towards a stable nation and a 
brighter future, said the daily. By underlining the need for a 
constructive dialogue for solving issues, the King is urging 
Parliament members and political and social groups to ding 
hard to the course of democracy and to uphold the status and 
the roles of the executive, judicial and legislative authorities in 
the Kingdom, added the paper. It is a challenge for Jordan to 
build democracy in a dark era facing a divided Arab World, 
And a duty for Jordanians to work towards setting a good 
example for other Arab countries, added the daily. It said that 
the King is ^ cen on enhancement of democracy in a 
manner that would ensure a prosperous future for Jordan. 


Signs of discord appear in U.S.- Jewish community 


FOR AT least the past two 
decades, the mainstream of 
the U.S. Jewish community 
operated as a disciplined poli- 
tical force. They were largely 
unified in their political goals 
and well-coordinated in their 
tactics. 

The three pillars that 
formed the base around 
which the major Jewish 
groups built their consensus 
were: 

— Opposition to arms sales 
| to Arab countries; 

— Support for U.S. aid to 
Israel; and 

— Opposition to the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) or any recognition of 
Palestinian national rights. 

But events of the past four 
J years have weakened those 
’pillars and are threatening 
the consensus that forged 
U.S. Jewish political unity. 
The U.S.-Arab coalition that 
fought the Gulf war, the con- 
straints on the U.S. budget, 
and now the Israel-PLO 
peace accord have all com- 
bined to create a real crisis 
for die leadership of the Jew- 
ish organisations. In some 
cases there is disarray, in 
other instances, turmoil. 

In recent months signs of 
this internal discord have 
appeared repeatedly over 
such issues as U.S. President 
Bill Ointon’s nomination of 
Strobe Talbott aS under- 
secretary of state, the deci- 
sion of the Clinton adminis- 
tration to support ft U.N. 
Resolution condemning the 
Hebron massacre and the 
Israel-PLO peace agreement,. 

There are a number of 
factors which account for 
each of these and other inst- 
'ances of discord within the 
Amcri can- J e wish commun- 
ity. They are in part a reflec- 
tion of the Labour-Liknd 
split in Israel, but there is a 
domestic power straggle 
underway as well. 

A principal factor in the 
current difficulties has been 
tiie reemergence of the Zion- 
ist Organisation of America 
(ZOA) as a political power 
within the Jewish commun- 


ity. All but dead only a few 
years ago, the ZOA has been 
given a new lease on life with 
the election of Morton Klein, 
a wealthy Philadelphia 
businessman, as its president. 

The ZOA is, in fact, an 
affiliate of the Likud in the 
World Zionist Congress. Mr. 
Klein has aspirations of being 
a domestic pohticai force in 
Jewish- Amcri can politics. So 
it is not surprising that he and 
the ZOA have begun to 
attack the Israeli govern- 
ment. the U.S. administra- 
tion and the peace agree- 
ment. 

What is disturbing is that 
4$eir attacks have won sup- 
port for the right-wing group 
from a number of members 
of Congress and several Jew- 
ish organisations. But their 
initial success has come at 
some cost. While many main- 
stream Jewish groups were 
hesitant to challenge the 
ZOA at first, some are now 
voicing their displeasure at 
Mr. Klein’s tactics. 

Part of the difficulty that 
many Jewish leaders have in 
attacking Mr. Klein and his 
group is that the issues that 
the ZOA is raising have been 
central for so many years to 
pro-Israel thinking in the 
U.S. It is, as one liberal 
Jewish leader said recently, 
. “difficult for the community 
to adjust its thinking over- 
night. Even if (Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak) Rabin is 
, JMttiM with {PLO Char- 
nuttt Yasser) Arafat', how do 
we now start lobbying for 
foreign aid to the PLO?” 

So when Mr. Klein attacks 
the Clinton administration 
for tiie Talbott nomination 
(because of Mr. Talbott's 
past negative comments ab- 
out Israel) or its support fora 
U.N. resolution (because of 
tiie resolution’s mention of 
Jerusalem as “occupied”) — 
he finds support from some 
other Jewish groups and from 
members of Congress who 
are eager to support causes 
favourable to pro-Israel Jew- 
ish contributors. 


What complicates the pic- 
ture i$ that in both cases the 
most hardline pro-Israei 
group in the U.S., AIPAC, 
has taken the opposite posi- 
tion on die issues mentioned 
above. AIPAC took these 
stands because they were in 
line with the positions of the 
government of Israel. Mr. 
Rabin's government sup- 
ported the nomination of 
Strobe Talbott and did not 
strenuously object to the 
U.N. resolution as a neces- 
sary trade-off in the move 
toward peace. 

AIPACs board of direc- 
tors, as previously reported 
in this column, are deeply 
divided between traditional 
Washington professionals 
and liberals on the one side, 
and right-wing big-money 
contributors on the other. At 
its recent convention, the 
AIPAC board split on the 
question of U.S. support for 
the U.N. vote. Mr. Rabin’s 
and Mr. Clinton's interven- 
tions were sufficient to win 
the group's support for the 
U.S. stance. But when 
AIPAC President Steve 
Grossman, a pro- Labour 
liberal, announced the orga- 
nisations’ decision to support 
the U.S. stance, he was 
heavily booed by the mem- 
bership in attendance. 

Another more recent ex- 
ample of the ZOA's counter- 
peace strategy was in evi- 
dence in the past few weeks 
when a group of congress- 
men, at the urging of Mr. 
Klein, announced the forma- 
tion of a Peace Accords 
Monitoring group (PAM). 
The purpose of PAM, 
according to a press release 
issued by its chairman, con- 
gressman Eliot Engel will be 
to: “focus on assuring that* 
the PLO lives up to its com- 
mitments, particularly in light 
of the fact that the United 
States plans to channel S500 
million in aid to the West 
Bank and Gaza over the next 
five years. Members of the 
PAM group will work in Con- 
gress and through the media 


to call attention to both PLO 
violations and compliance in 
regard to commitments made 
to Israel by Yasser Arafat. 

“Aid from the United 
States must not be used to 
build the foundation of a 
terrorist haven. The PLO 
leadership has to understand 
this from the outset and take 
specific steps to prove their 
deeds will match their 
words.” 

The State Department is 
outraged at this effort to 
meddle in the peace process, 
as are leaders in the Labour 
government. But tiie ZOA, 
with its big-money supporters 
and its ability to play into the 
fears of many in the Jewish 
community, have now se- 
cured IS members of Con- 
gress (with more expected to 
join) to become members of 

At a recent closed-door 
meeting of the conference of 
presidents of major Jewish 
organisations, the Israeli 
Ambassador to Washington 
Itamar Rabinovich, criticised 
such efforts which, he held,' 
destroy the unity and disci- 
pline of the Jewish commun- 
ity and which meddle in the 
affairs of the Israeli govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Klein did not attend 
the meeting. Nor would it 
have made a difference if he 
bad attended since, as several' 
Jewish commentators said, it 
is precisely the intention of 
the ZOA to destroy the unity 
of the Jewish community (if 
that means unity in support 
of the peace process) ana to 
meddle in the affairs of the 
Labour-led government of 
Israel. 

At this point, several 
observations can be made: 

— AIPAC is no longer the 
sole pro-Israel voice in 
Washington. Many members 
of Congress would, in the 
past, only act on a resolution 
if AIPAC gave them tiie sig- 
nal to do so. But now that 
AIPAC has at least come out 
on tiie record m support of 
the peace process, other 
groups like the ZOA, which 
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‘Arab unity 9 once more fails the test 


By G.H. Jansen 

NICOSIA — The civil war 
now being waged between 
North and South Yemen may 
seem a picayune squabble be- 
tween two countries (10-12 
million people against three 
million) in a remote part of 
the world. But, in fact, what 
is being tested is a much 
bigger issue: the viability, the 
durability and even the de- 
sirability of Arab unity. 

“Arab unity” has been like 
a ghost haunting ‘the Arab 
World (even those two words 
give the impression, mis- 
takenly,. that some sort of 
-single entity actually exists). 
Thus, ever since, and through 
the Versailles Treaty of 1919 
following World War I the 
Western powers chopped up 
the Near and Middle East 
into client states, these coun- 
tries have been trying, first, 
to get rid of imperial rule 
and, then, to unite in larger 
units. So there has been the 
United Arab Republic be- 
tween Nasser's Egypt and 
Syria with Yemen as an 
appendage, that is North Ye- 
men, until the *pan-Arab 
Baath regimes in Syria and 
Iraq attempted to unite; as 
did Iraq and Jordan; the 
over-enthusiastic Colonel 
Muamar Qhadafi has tried to 
unite Libya with Egypt, 
Syria, Sudan and Marxist 
South Yemen; but none of 
them wanted Libya despite it 
oil wealth. 

None of these efforts 


“worked” because even if 
there was a form of marriage 
it inevitably broke up be- 
cause it takes only about 10 
years of separate individual 
national existence to produce 
a distinct national “personal- 
ity” that is not necessarily 
compatible with another 
national “personality”. Even 
between close neighbours 
tike North and South Yemen. 

Yet such is the power of 
>* the Arab unity myth or ghost 
. that not too much pessimism 
. was expressed at the union in 
1990 of North and South Ye- 
men, unlikely partners 
(hough they were. 

But it did not take very 
long for the southerners to 
discover that the northern 
leader Ali Abdullah Saleh, in 
power for 16 years, who had 
become the federal presi- 
dent, was not really in- 
terested in a friendly federal 
union. What he wanted was a 
single state dominated by die 
north; which the southern 
leader and vice-president, Ali 
Salem Al Beidh, was deter- 
mined to'frustrate. The dis- 
pute between these two men, 
Mvhich has become He core of 
Hhe conflict, could also be 
said to be a dispute between 
two different concepts of 
Arab unity: should it be 
based on a loose, decentral- 
ised form of government or 
on a tightly organised and 
centralised one? This was the 
very point on which the Un- 
ited Arab Republic of Egypt 
and Syria foundered when 


Damascus, wearied of and 
rejected Cairo's constant 
dictation. 

President Saleh's appetite 
for the south was heightened 
when oil, even though in 
modest quantities, was disco- 
vered in the south but with a 
'lot more in reserves. Sanaa 
naturally expected the south 
to share its good fortune with 
all the citizens of a united 
state while the south, equally 
naturally, wanted to keep 
most of “its” oil earnings for 
itself, particularly after aid 
from the Soviet Union came 
to an end. This problem of 
sharing resources is bound to 
arise in any union between 
two economically unequal 
states. 

It would be particularly 
acute in a union with Libya, 
with its small population and 
vast oil wealth: even the most 
ardent feelings of Arab 
“brotherhood” would come 
under strain from national 
selfishness and human greed. 

All these stresses were en- 
hanced by hostility from Yemen's 
neighbours towards the new gate, 
the* southern competent of 
which called itself “socialist” 
and even “Marxist'’; and 
where, horror of horrors, a 
free and fair democratic 
multi-party election was held 
a year ago, with women 
standing as candidates. 

Outside interference from 
hostile neighbours will always 
be a threat to any Arab union 
because settled regimes be- 


come unsettled when a neigh- 
bour suddenly becomes much* 
larger and much stronger. 

The neighbour’s persua- 
sion and money produced a 
third force in Yemen, the 
Islamic Islah Party, sup- 
ported by tribal traditional- 
ists, which further confused 
the Yemeni political scene. 

Tbe sadly disappointed Al 
Beidh has suggested a friend- 
ly divorce of tbe two incom- i 
patible parts but President | 
Saleh will have none of that I 
because of the sacredness of 
the Arab unity concept. And 
in fact, it is said be is sup- 
ported in wanting to continue 
with the united Yemen, by 
most Yemenis and by Arab 
regimes who have to render 
lip service to the unity ideal: 
After all, no one can speak 
out ag ainst m ot herho od. 

President Saleb bad . orluTnot 
only emotion on his side, for 
why should he settle for half a 
loaf when he could get the 
whole loaf? 

When the south accepted 
the Arab League's suggestion 
for a ceasefire, tbe north 
rejected it. If, however, the 
northern surge peters out and 
the battle is stalemated and 
(ong-drawn out then, 
perhaps, both sides will, 
wisely, settle for a divorce. 
But that would be seen as a 
terrible, sacreligeous betrayal 
of Arab unity, and a cloud of 
shame and dishonour, will 
hang over South Yemen as it 
did, for many years, over 
Syria. 


reflect the fears of some in 
the American-Jewish com- 
munity and have the ability to 
direct organised money in the 
political process, ' have 
attained the ability to get 
members of Congress to do 
their bidding. This atta'ck 
from the right has, in turn, 
weakened AIPACs influ- 
ence and forces the lobby to 
be eveormore cautious in its 
support for the peace pro- 
cess. 

So, for the foreseeable fu- 
ture, it can be expected that 
Congress and pro-Israel 
forces In Washington will 
continue to make life difficult 
for the PLO and the peace* 
process. In doing so, they will 
not only be running afoul of 
the wishes of the State De- 
partment, &fllt even the 
wishes of the government of 
Israel. 

— Organised Jewish dis- 
sent against the policies of 
the government of Israel is 
not an entirely new phe- 
nomenon. During the period 
when Likud led tbe govern- 
ment of Israel, Americans for 
Peace New regularly opposed 
the settlement policy (even to 
the point or supporting 
George Bush’s decision to 
withhold the loan guarantees 
in 1991). But opposition from 
the left was never ab strong as 
this new opposition from the 
right and the growing move- 
ment of Jewish opponents to 
tbe Labour government pre- 
sent- a real problem to sup- 
porters of peace. 

Many in the Jewish com- 
munity place blame for this 
on the Labour Party itself. 
They note how effective 
Likud was during tiie past 12 
years in courting the 
American-Jewish leadership 
and how unconcerned 
Labour seems to be in mak- 
ing an effort to win them 
back. 

So while Jewish dissent 
against the government of 
Israel is not new, it is novel 
that the organised dissent is 
so powerful and influential 
(and monied). This has inhi- 


bited some Jewish groups 
from being more outspoken 
in support of peace. 

While the American- 
Jewish committee recently vi- 
sited the Palestine Informa- 
tion Office in Washington 
and Americans for Peace 
Now recently sponsored a 
press conference with the 
National Association of 
Arab- A men cans, the presi- 
dent of Americans for Peace 
Now recently said “while 
several American-Jewish 
groups have a general stance 
supporting the peace process, 
they have not put their re- 
sources behind that stance 
like they have done with 
other issues, like foreign aid 
and arms sales.” 

While Arab-Americans are . 
struggling with the issues of 
peace and how to respond to 
the new circumstances cre- 
ated by the peace process, it 
is important to see that the 
same debate is also taking 
place within the Jewish com- - 
munity. Playing on old fears 
and muttering old slogans is 
always easier to do than 
creating realities. In politics, 
fear is a more effective orga- 
nising force than hope. 

What is clear, however, is 
that for peace to work, a 
constituency for peace must 
develop. In its absence and in 
tiie absence of an aggressive 
campaign by leaders who 
support peace, those who 
seek to take advantage of old 
fears will find an open play- 
ing field on which to play, 
and on which they will win 
support. . _ . 

This is the challenge faring 
not only Arab-Amencans but 
also Jewish- Americans. Since 
the power of the Jewish com- 
munity is at this point greater 
than ours and since, corres- 
pondingly, so is their ability 
to disrupt or even stymie the 
peace process, their responsi- 
bility to support it is that 
mud) greater as well. 

The writer is president of tbe 
Washington-based Arab- 
American Institute 


Clinton wants Raovisit 
to improve India ties 


JBy Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, pre- 
paring to welcome the first 
Indian prime minister to 
Washington since 1987, is ex- 
pected to focus on improving 
ties with the world’s largest 
democracy and play down 
nuclear and rights disputes. 

Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao is to visit the 
White House Thursday. On 
Wednesday, he becomes the 
first foreign leader to address 
a joint meeting of Congress 
since Mr. Clinton rook office 
in January 1992. 

His trip represents a public 
American embrace of India, 
a nuclear power with long- 
time pro-Soviet sympathies, 
largely made possible by the 
end of the cold war. 

India, whose late prime 
minister, Rajiv Gandhi, vi- 
sited Washington seven years 
ago, is believed to feel the 
U.S. invitation is long over- - 
due. So do tome influential 
Americans. 

Strong disagreements over 
Kashmir and a new Clinton 
initiative to halt the spread of 
nuclear weapons and ballistic 
missiles on the volatile South 
Asian subcontinent have fan- 
ned tensions between the Un- 
ited States and India in the 
past year. 

The U.S. administration is 
hoping Mr. Rao’s visit will 
cool those passions and foster 
a new relationship that en- 
courages trade and. eventual- 
ly, progress on its non-prolif- 
eration agenda. * 

“Accentuate the positive 
put things in a positive track 
where they :belong give a 
chance for Mr. Clinton and 
Mr. Rao to get to know each 
other, get jn6re focus on 
South Asia,”- one official re- 
plied when asked about U.$. 
goals for the visit. 

“No breakthroughs. Don’t 
expect those," he told Reu- 
ters. 

In an apparent effort to- 
promote a constructive 
atmosphere, the U.S. Senate 
Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee holds a confirmation 
hearing Tuesday on Under- 
secretary of Defence Frank 
Wisner's nomination to be 
ambassador to India. The 
post was open for more than 
a jjrear, feeding U.S. -Lidia ill 

The tensions were in- 
flamed by a senior U.S. offi- 
cial’s remarks on Kashmir 
last year that enraged India’s 
government. 

Then in April, Deputy 
Secretary of Stare Strobe Tal- 


bott, Mr. Clinton's dose 
friend and a political 
heavyweight, assumed a lead 
role in South Asia policy, 
visiting India and Pakistan to 
press the non-proliferation 
initiative and improved ties. 

The initiative aims to cap, 
reduce and ultimately elimin- 
ate India and Pakistan’s nuc- 
lear programmes. It was to 1 
start with a U.S. offer to let 
Islamabad take possession of 
38 paid-for U.S. F16 jets in 
return for Pakistan agreeing 
to a verifiable cap on its 
nuclear weapons programme. 

The U.S. administration, 
in a recent report to Con- 
gress, stressed its continuing 
serious concerns aboat India 
and Pakistan’s advanced nuc- 
lear programmes. 

U.S. officials say that de- 
spite serious objections and 
controversy, neither govern- 
ment rejected the U.S. initia- 
tive flat out and both agreed 
to continue talking. This in- 
cludes an Indian co mmitm ent 
to keep exploring a U.S. plan 
for multilateral talks on 
South Asian security. 

But neither was the plan 
accepted. Some experts think 
the approach is fatally 
flawed. Others say U.S. in- 
volvement in this India- 
Pakistan nuclear debate is a 
no-win quagmire. 

Although Mr. Clinton calls 



non-proliferation a key fore- 
ign policy goal, officials say . 
he is not expected to press . 
Mr. Rao on specific initia- ■ 
tives but to speak more 
generally on the need to curb . 
nuclear arms and missiles glo- ; 
bally ; Officials say the South 
Asia initiative needs time and 
must be pursued in steps. 

The United States has dif- 
fered sharply with India on 
human rights and its treat- 
ment of separatists in the 
disputed territory of Kash- 
mir But a U.S. official, 
asked _ how prominently . 
Kashmir will figure in Mr. 

Clinton’s talks with Mr. Rao, v 
said “it won’t be a central ." 
issue by any means.” * 

Despite ’intense U.S. 
efforts to stem an acrimo- 
nious media debate, news “ 
coverage of the differences ; i 
between India, Pakistan and V, 
the United States over nuc- " 
lear arms, ballistic missiles 
and Kashmir continues un- -4 
a bated. 

U.S. officials are frustrated * 
by what they view as dis* , 
torted, even hysterical cover- 
age by the Asian press. If Mr. - 
Rao s visit can quiet that, . 
Washington would consider it - 
a major leap forward. 
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South Yemen said to consider secession 
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to £c southern access to the 


to pick up weapons and 
ammunitions. 

In Sanaa, a northern army 
spokesman said A1 Anad air 
base, which the south says has 
20,000 soldiers, had been 

“razed to the ground and 
turned into a pile of mins” 
since its reported capture on 
Monday. 

The southern army units 
were also trying to drive the 
enemy away from a crossroads 
leading to Aden, the main port 
dty of the south with more 
than half a million inhabitants. 

Mr. Bmdh’s defence lines 
were spread over 17 kilometres 
to the south of AJ Anad, bol- 
stered by 130-millrmctre bat- 
teries with a range of 30 
kilometres. 

Multiple-rocket-launchers 
and anti-aircraft batteries were 
deployed cm die sides of the 
main road to Aden. 

The northern units, mean- 
while, also fought to break 
through on the eastern front at 
Zinjubar, but Mr. Beidh’s 
forces were holding on to their 
positions, 40 kilometres from 


Aden. 

*Nor 



orthem forces are trying to 
capture southern posts along a 
former north-south border to 
protect their backs and keep 
supply routes open to troops 
preparing an assault on the 
southern bastion of Aden. 

Northern commanders at 
Beihan, on the edges of the 
ofl-produemg region of Shab- 
wa, said they took control of 
the dty from southern forces 
iday. 

capture of Beihan 
ed pan of northern 
to consolidate their hold 
$h a former border area that 
was disputed before the north- 
south merger in 1990. 

The dty was calm on Mon- 
day and there were no signs of 
damage from the fighting. 

A military source in Beihan. 
240 km north of Aden, told 
visiting journalists northern 
forces were trying to capture 
southern posts in other border 
areas. 

•, He said the aim was to “pro- 
feet their back as they advance 
deep into the south towards 
Aden and to protect their 
supply tines from being cut off 
by southern troops.” 

Shortly before'journalists ar- 1 ) 
rived in Beihan on Monday, 
“puthera warplanes bombed 


the dty, but one northern 
officer said "they failed to in- 
flict any losses." 

The fighting in Beihan did 
not appear to have affected oil 
supplies from the nearby 
northern province of Marib or 
output at Shabwa’s oilfields. 
Local commanders said J inrush 
oilfields about 50 km north of 
Beihan were also not affected. 

Journalists saw a large num- 
ber of tanker trucks carrying 
petrol and butane gas from 
Safer in Marib to the capital 
Sanaa in the north. 

Tribesmen and local military 
commanders said the battle for 
Beihan started on Sunday be- 
tween the Shaflal Brigade, 
formerly from the south, and 
the MuJham Brigade loyal to 
Mr. Beidh, when the southern 
forces tried to advance west- 
wards to the northern Marib 
province on Saturday. 

Shall al was one of seven 
brigades which fled to the 
north in 1986 during a bloody 
power struggle in Aden. It 
remained in the north and is 
now loyal to Mr. Saleh. 

"A heavy artillery and tank 
baule raged until Sunday after- 
noon when the Mulham bri- 
gade was defeated,'' one 
northern officer said. 

Neither side has issued a 
casualty toll for the conflict 
which erupted on May 5, but a 
senior southern leader, Salim 
Saleh Mohammad, said in a 
newspaper interview that the 
losses were “large and horzi* 
ble." 


At leas! 175 Somali refugees 
al a seafront camp have been 
kilted in crossfire, according to 
the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees. 

The fighting is Mill prevent- 
ing the distribution of aid to 
some 6.000 Somalis left behind 
at Al Koud refugee camp, 50 
kilometres from Aden, a 
UNHCR spokesman said in 
Geneva. 

A senior European diplomat 
said southern Yemeni leaders 
are considering seceding from 
united Yemen and declaring a 
separate South Yemeni state 
amid mounting military press- 
ure from northern civil war 
foes. 

The diplomat said the seces- 
sion option was being discus- 
sed al a meeting of the YSP 
political bureau late on Mon- 
day. Aides to Mr. Beidh con- 
firmed the YSP political 
bureau was in session. 

Some opposition political fi- 
gures were also reported to be 
attending. 

The diplomat said southern 
envoys and officials had been 
discussing possible secession 
with several Arab stales who 
they suspected might be wilting 
to recognise a new South Ye- 
men. 

The diplomat said Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia and its Gulf Arab 
neighbours have been con- 
tacted and that Russia might 
recognise the new state "after 
a few Arab countries recognise 
it and in consultation with the 
United Slates." 

Egyptian President Hosni 


Mubarak, who has tried to no 
avail to mediate between 
northern and southern leaders, 
has said that the seizure of 
Aden would be considered an 
occupation. 

A senior southern leader 
warned the civil war in Yemen 
could lead to the creation of an 
Iranian-style Islamic state 
which would threaten its Gulf 
neighbours. 

Salim Saleh Mohammad, in- 
terviewed by the United Arab 
Emirates newspaper Al Itti- 
had. charged that Iraq and 
Sudan were involved in the 
fighting between rival army un- 
its. 

“What is going on now is a 
tribal project supported by in- 
rernarional Muslim fun- 
damentalism which is seeking 
to establish its own slate in 
Yemen." said the depurv lead- 
er of the YSP. 

“We are not surprised by the 
involvement of Sudan and fun- 
damentalist movements in sup- 
porting the project and seeking 
to liquidate all new bulges that 
took shape as a result of Ye- 
men's unity and democracy." 

Mr. Mohammad said there 
were large quantities of Iraqi 
weapons with northern troops, 
charging Iraq backed a military 
solution in Yemen. There were 
also Iraqi military experts in 
the northern republican guards 
and brigades. 

Meanwhile the United Na- 
tions said it was negotiating 
with north and south Yemeni 
forces to evacuate 6.000 Soma- 
li refugees trapped on the front 
line. 


Christopher to return to Syria 


(Continued from page X) 

theme saying he hoped for a 
resumption of direct dialogue 
but admitted, “there are a lot 
of problems, we are at the 
beginning, still a long way to 
go.” 

He praised the secretary s 
efforts “to facilitate a real 
breakthrough.” 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres spoke of “room for man- 
oeuvre” with Syria. 

Meanwhile Mr. Christopher, 
putting the U.S. sea! of 
approval on Palestinian self- 
rule, visited the newly auton- 
omous area of Jericho on Tues- 
day. 

“I am thrilled to be here,” 
Mr. Christopher told reporters 
as he entered Palestinian 


police headquarters in (he 
West Bank, becoming the first 
world figure to visit Jericho 
since Israeli occupation troops 
withdrew on Friday. 

The visit, under a blazing 
sun in the oldest inhabited 
town on earth, gave the nas- 
cent Palestinian police — com- 
prised in part of former guerril- 
la fighters — a chance to shine 
in ceremonial duties. 

“One of the reasons I came : 
today is to make it dear to our 
Palestinian friends that they 
are not alone in this endeavour 
and that we in the international 
community will stand with 
them as they make their histor- 
ic transition,” Mr. Christopher 
said. 

“A great deal rides-on how 
this is worked out. We all have 


a great stake in the success. I 
am very impressed to see the 
degree to which this has been 
managed with skill and effi- 
ciency and 1 congratulate 
them." he said. 

Mr. Christopher met Palesti- 
nian leaders in the newly 
autonomous enclave amid tight 
security imposed by the new 
police force. 

He met a delegation led by 
Faisal Husseini. who will sit on 
the self-governing authority for 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho, at 
the new police headquarters. 

“We welcome the secretary 
of state here in Jericho in the 
first step of our state of the 
future." 

"I think for all of us it te a 
tremendous moment. But 
much remains to be done,” 
Mr. Christopher said. 


Sorting out a U.S. rile in U.N. operations 


By Walter R. Mears 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton's 
blueprint for the future 
American role in U.N. 
peacekeeping operations is 
meant to -make it effective, 
keep it selective and perhaps 
foster political peace at 
borne. 

The first two aims haven't 
been tested yet. The third 
hasn’t worked. 

Even though Mr. Clinton 
has backed away from his 
campaign idea of a perma- 
nent U.N. peacekeeping 
force. Republican critics say 
he’s still potting too much 
emphasis .on multinational 
operations. 

The Clinton policy specifi- 
cally rules out foreign com- 
mand of U.S. forces in U.N. 
operations, while permitting 
what it terms “operational 
control” for specific situa- 
tions and time periods. That's 
at issue too. 

Those differences are 
typical of the strains affecting 
both U.S. and international 
efforts to deal with changing 
circumstances that arc likely 
to require more peacekeep- 
ing missions, perhaps doubl- 
ing the 18 in which U.N. 
forces now are involved. 

The nature of these opera- 




tions is changing, the U.N. 
undersecretary general Her 
peacekeeping operations to® 
a U.S. Senate foreign 
tions panel. Kofi A. 
said “to've become 
and more involved" in con- 
flicts between factions within 
nations, because that, in- 
creasingly, is where $e hos- 
tile action is. ? 

“This makes it a particular- 
ly difficult time, both concep- 
tually and practically, for ; 
of us in the internal' 1 
community to come to _ 
with questions of when' 
how and where we wiU 
force.” Anthony Lake, 
Clinton’s national 
advisor, said in describing i 
administration guidelines. 

Since peacekeeping needs * 
have outrun resources, Mr. 
Lake said, there have to be 
hard questions asked and. 
answered about any dedsioff 
to intervene. 

Under tire Clinton 
lines, before the United 
States commits forces to a 
U.N. operation, the goveriv 
ment must determine that ft 
serves American interests, fc 
essential to the mission, tefl- 
begins with a dear objective 
and an end in sight. 

Those are only some of the 
questions that would guide 
U.S. decisions on whether t£. 
vote for a U.N. 
whether to participate 


under the most stringeot 
roles, whether to join ah op- 
eration in Much combat is 
Hedy. 

That's wbfcre peacekeep ing 

yields to peacemaking. 

Mr. Annfn said the dan- 
gers in blending the two were 
ode of the* painful lessons 
leaned in Somalia, where 18 
Americans were tilled in a 
street fight with forces of a 
factional leader the United 
Nations wanted arrested. 

“If you arc in peacekeep- 
ing ft u extrtfiiely difficult to 
cross the line from 
peacekeeping into enforce- 
ment,” Mr. Annan said, 
“and once you've crossed the 
fine it is extipmely difficult to 
get back to sort of $ strict 
peacekeeping.... 

“And to some extdff, w 
are witnessing a bit of that i 
Bosnia," be saSQ. 

Somalia, and setbacks on 
Haiti, were among the ex- 
periences that tempered Mr. 
Qin ton's early preference for 
a broader, stronger U.N. 
role. 

There's also the matter of 
money. The United States 
now contributes just under 32 
per cent of the cost of U.N. 
peacekeeping missions, 
although the hul is past due. 
Mr. Oinxon wants that re- 
duced to 25 pfer cent. He also 
wants the U.S. Congress to 


we 

in 


appropriate nearly $1.6 bil- 
lion for the purpose for this 
year and next. 

It is not a popular way to 
spend money. An earlier 
appropriation was shifted to 
pay for Los Angeles earth- 

3 make relief. By the end of 
eptember the United Slates 
win be more than SI biilior 
behind in its payments tc * 
United Nations. 

All of that is long term; , 
president’s most munediai 
problem is Haiti, and the 
defiant military rulers who 
ousted the elected president 
there. U.N. economic 
tions have just been : 
ened, and Mr. dint 
said be does not rule oi 
military intervention l 

Worldwide, there an 
out 80,000 troops involve m 
U.N. peacekeeping ope. - 
dors; less than 1 per cent .ai. 
Americans. The total bi/s 
gone up sharply since the ent. 
of the cold war; U.N. mis- 
sions involved about 10,000 
troops in 1987. 

Mr. Annan said U.S. parti- 
cipation is important for 
logistics, engineering, trans- 
port — and message. 

“The U.S. is a magnet.” 
Mr. Annan said. “When you 
participate, others come, as 
we saw in Somalia. And 
when you leave, they leave.” 


Palestinians take over 


(Continued from page 1) 

They were scheduled to pull 
out otfeTnigfat, but an unex- 
plained delay left them to face 
the heat for another day. 

"Get out of here " 
threatened one of the infantry 
men from die Givati brigade, 
as he moved forward slowly, 
gun pointing into the crowd. 

But the rules have changed 
in the final days of the occupa- 
tion compared with die routine 
of six years of intifada when 
the exchanges were less friend- 
ly. The crack of bullets would 
long have echoed down the 
street. 

Meanwhile the new Palesti- 
nian police force called on 
Gazans to cooperate and to 
consider any further bloodshed 
as banned by the Islamic faith. 

In a first official statement. 


police chief General Naser 
Yussef said: “We have before 
ns a mission which cannot be 
taken lightly such as the build- 
ing of our state and the raisHig 
of Kving standards. *, 
“Only the maintenance/3f 
security, order and calnjls 
likeJy to bring success to 
mission. We ask you to coo. 
ate with us to achieve" 
difficult objective.” 

The statement then 

Islamic religious 

proclaiming “from this day and 
until eternity... any sbdddj— 
of Palestinian blood is 
den, just like re: 
the faith.” _ i 

The appeal came fiburs fie- r . 
fore Israeli forces were .ex- 
pected to complete their rede- 
ployment on the Strip, leaving 
the police in charge of order in 
all but the 20 Jewish sertle- 


of 




meats of the territory. 

The call came as a _ 
about 500 Palestinian 
men packed their bag£ and 
headed for the €eif-ru!*^ areas 
of Gaza and Jericho, some 
dancing and singing for joy. 

Some of the men, veterans 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Army, were leaving the Ain 
Jalut camp on the outskirts of 
Cairo 20 years after they estab- 
lished it to provide shelter and 
a training ground for their 
struggle for liberation. 

“I wish 1 had a rocket, not a 
car, to take -me to my home- 
land and a family there,” 
ral Abdel-Hai 
Abdel-WahdU totiT Reuters as 
he prepared to lead his men to 
the camp id RafafT&at bouses 
Palestinian police until they 
start work in the self-rule 
areas. 

Two contmgeatfof Aid Jalut 
men left Q&jpttfOr Gaza and 


Jericho last week and were 
among the first to assume con- 
trol in the areas after Israel 
handed over power to the 
Palestinians as outlined by a 
peace accord. 

. The police force will stage 
■their first joint patrols with 
Israeli soldiers on the Gaza 
Strip from Saturday, a senior 
member of the new force told 
AFP. 

The patrols began in 
Jericho, the other autonomous 
enclave, last Friday, as soon as 
more than 400 men arrived in 
the West Bank town to take 
over from the Israelis. 

Their mission is to ensure 
“free, unimpeded and secure 
movement” on roads desig- 
nated important for security, 
including one through Jericho, 
part of the main north-south 
Gaza axis and three access 
.roads to Israeli settlements on 
Strip. 


Jordanian-Syrian summit 

(CoHtfawd from page 1) 
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statement that Jordan was 
committed to maintain its 
democratisation process was 
in response to complaints 
voiced by the deputies over 
how the House was portrayed 
in the official media, particu- 
larly television. 

According to parliamen- 
tary sources, Irbid Deputy 
Abdul Razzak Tubeishat 
raised the issue of how TV 
coverage could instill in peo- 
ple’s mind “the message that 
Parliament was being criti- 
cised for the way it handles its ' 
duties.” 

Parliamentary sources said 
that the King responded by 
dispelling any critiasro of the 


House and reiterating the 
Kingdom’s commitment to 
democratisation “because it 
is linked to the Arab people’s 
dignity, freedom and right to 
participation in building tbeir 
present and making their fu- 
lure. 

The official news agency, 
Petra, reported Monday that 
the King called on the parlia- 
mentarians to continue their 
distinguished work in the 
fields of legislation and moni- 
toring government perform- 
ance, pointing to the import- 
ance of having well-defined 
relations among the execu- 
tive, legislative and judicial 
authorities. 


Rabin angered 

(Coatinued Cram page 1) 
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Muslim umma (nation),” Mr. 
Xrafal was reported to have 
said in English. 

“You are responsible for 
Patektine and for Jerusalem 
before me. You have to under- 
stand our meaning.. ■ our main 
battle is Jerusalem. The first 
shrine of the Muslims.” 

The PLO leader claimed he 
had held up the May 4 signing 
ceremony in Cairo of the 
autonomy implementation 
agreement because he wanted 
the fate of Jerusalem included, 
according to the radio report. 

“And for this I was insisting 
before signing to have a letter 
from them, the Israelis, that 
Jerusalem is one of the items 
which has to be under discus- 


sion. 

“I was insisting on Jeru- 
salem.” 

Mr. Rabin said: “There is no 
such letter by me or any 
Israeli." 

After the ceremony in 
Cairo, Israeli officials said Mr. 
Arafat bad refused to initial a 
map outlining the size of the 
Jencho enclave. 

Israel has declared Jeru- 
salem its united, eternal capital 
since conquering the Arab 
eastern sector in the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. 

Arafat was reported to have 
said on the tape that Jerusalem 
was “not their capital, it is your 
capital.” He repeatedly stres- 
sed the importance of holding 
talks on the fare of Jerusalem 
within three years. 
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Hamas claims 

(Coatimred from page 1 ) 
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Hebron Mayor Musiapha 
Natche accused the settlers of 
shooting for 40 minutes before 
soldien turned up. He deman- 
ded the curfew be lifted. 
K 2 >n“' -- 3 U» w : ’“There is no reason why the 
‘ - Palestinian people should be 

~!,;j " ,r V & punished for the exactions of 
■ ’je l*?..,!! 1 ^fflpRters,” he told state radio. 


itional observers sta- 
jmj: — 1 «« m Hebron to try to 
PP improve security for the 

---■ - U .Wj. - >■ - L n f 



carrying 

quiry into the shootings. 
A The PLO said after 


“This confirms... (PLO 
Chairman Yasser) Arafat's 
fears about the presence of 
armed extremist settlers in 
Palestinian cities,” Mr. 'Ara- 
fat's adviser Mttwan Kanafani 
told Reuters. 

“The PLO demands that... 
Jewish settlements and settlers 
be removed from all Palesti- 
nian cities, not only to protect 
Palestinian lives and prop- 
erties, but also to protea the 
peace process we all want to 
preserve,” he said. 

He said the PLO called on 
the co-sponsors of the peace 
probess, Washington and Mos- 
cow, and also on Europe to 
increase efforts in order to pm 
an cod to what he called the 
provocations of Jewish settlers. 
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Japan calls on capital 
to come back home 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MAY IS, 


TOKYO (AFP) — Returns on 
Japan's net external assets over 
the past decade have frequent- 
ly been negative, the interna- 
tional trade and industry minis- 
try says, calling for capital 
flews to be routed back to- 
wards Japan. 

Tae ministry's annual white 
paper on international trade, 
approved by cabinet Tuesday, 
notes that in the past, Japan's 
huge current account surpluses 
have been largely “recycled" 
with capital flowing back over- 
seas. 

"Japan's net external assets 


stood at 67 trillion yen ($644 
billfon) in 1992, up from 52 
trillion yen a year earlier. But 
with a current account surplus 
of 15 trillion yen, the net re- 
turn on those assets was zero. 

At the same time, the yield 
on gross external assets was 
only 3.8 per cent, falling below 
the 4.9 per cent yield on 
Japanese government bonds. 

“We've changed our assets 
from yen to dollars, and so 
have been constantly losing 
money," said Midori Tam, the 
director of the ministry's inter- 
national trade research office. 


who authored this year’s re- 
port. 

Japan's huge trade surplus, a 
persistent source of friction 
with its trading partners, could 
be more usefully recycled to- 
wards sectors in Japan which 
lag behind the rest or the world 
such as bousing or services. 

Mr. Tan, speaking at a news 
conference, noted that despite 
its small size, Singapore's 
housing situation was under 
much less strain than that in. 
Japan, thanks to the local gov- 
ernment's ambitious public 
bousing programme. 


Cost of 
coffee climbs 


LONDON (R) — Coffee 
prices continual their seeming- 
ly unstoppable rise Tuesday 
and one leading coffee com- 
pany warned that if it goes on 
mudi longer retail prices will 
have to rise too. The price for 
coffee delivered in July 
jumped nearly $90 to $2,140 a 
tonne. The latest rise in prices, 
which have almost doubled 
since early February, follows 
fears over dwindling supplies. 

Crops in a number of countries 
are down in part because prices 
have been so low in recent 
years that farmers have bad 
little incentive to spend much 
effort looking after their trees. 


Lloyd’s of London trims loss to £2.05b 


LONDON (R) — The 300- 
year-old Lloyd’s of London in- 
surance market Tuesday said 
losses for its 1991 year foil to 
£2.05 billion ($3.08 billion). 

This takes the total of losses 
suffered by the market’s 30,000 
or so traditional individual 
backers known as names to 
£7.5 billion (S11.3 billion) in 
the last four years. 

Lloyd’s, which reports re- 
sults three years in arrears, 
said the 1991 deficit excluded 
For the first time £533 million 
($800 million) of so-called dou- 
ble counting which occurs 
when a policy is reinsured 
within the market. 

Including this figure, the 
1991 loss was £2.58 trillion 
($3.87 billion), compared with 
the previous year’s record £2.9 
billion ($4.35 billion) loss. 


The main causes of the de- 
ficits were an unprecedented 
series of catastrophes in the late 
1980s and liability claims for 
damage and illness resulting * 
from pollution and asbestos 
problems in the United State. 

Almost half the 1991 loss 
was in the form of reserves to 
guard against claims still filter- 
ing through from old policies. 

Lloyd's said two-thirds of this 
strengthening of reserves was 
for so-called U.S. “long-tail 
business,” such as asbestos and 
pollution, from policies written 
many years ago. 

“Lloyd's is — we believe — 
for between reserved than the 
large majority of our competi- 
tors. It is our intention to 
ensure that Lloyd’s remains 
properly reserved,” Chairman 
David Rowland said in a state- 


ment. 

Although 1991 was a diffi- 
cult year for most insurers, be 
said the outlook for Lloyd’s 
was improving, with the pros- 
pect of a substantial profit for 
the 1993 year. 

Hie pure loss for the latest 
year — which excludes losses 
filtering through from previous 
years — fell to £615 million 
($923 million) from £937,3 mil- 
lion ($1.41 billion). 

Mr. ' Rowland said reforms 
pushed through in the last year 
bad resulted in a “much lean- 
er, fitter generation of surviv- 
ing underwriters.” 

The number of Lloyd's in- 
surance syndicates has halved 
since 1991 to around 170, with 
almost two-thirds of 1994 busi- 
ness in the hands of syndicates 
which were profitable in 1991. 


This will be of little comfort 
to die thousands of names w&o 
.have been forced to cease- 
underwriting because of ex- 
isting losses but who remain 
liable for losses from the past. 

Many have taken legal ac- 
tion, alleging negligence 
against their Lloyd's agents, as 
the only way to recoup some 


One names body, The Socie- 
ty of Names, said many of the 
market’s backers, who have 
unlimited liability for losses, 
were unlikely to survive the 


“For the fourth year running 
Society of Names members 
have been hammered. Hie 
sums now needed are usually 
only obtained with a mask, a 
gun and a getaway car,” it said 
m a statement. 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Ordenary Issue No. 9/1994 



Drawing of May 17, 1994 


Winning Tickets 



Holder of ticket No. 00497 
Wins JD 10,000 



Holder of ticket No. 45893 

Wins JD 3,500 


Holder of ticket No. 87641 
Wins JD 2,500 


Holder of ticket No. 50142 
Wins JD 2,000 


Holder of ticket No. 27996 
Wins JD 1,500 


Holder of ticket No. 38991 
Wins JD 1,000 


Ten consolation prized totalling JD 3, MO each wins JD 3M 


Ten consoiatian prizes totalling JD I, KM each wins JD 1M 

00498 00407 00597 01497 10497 
00496 00487 00397 09497 90497 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 700 each wire JD 70 

70237 70246 70336 71236 80236 
70235 70226 70136 79236 60236 


Ten consolation prizes tataHng JD 400 each wins JD 40 

45894 45805 45993 46893 55893 


Tan consolation prizes totalling JD 250 each wins JD 25 

87642 87651 87741 88641 97641 - 
87640 87631 87541 86641 77641 


Ten consolation prizes totaling JD 2M each wins JD 20 

50143 50152 50242 51142 60142 
50141 50132 50042 59142 40142 


Ten consol Qtkxi prizes totattng JD 100 each wins JD It 

27997 27906 27096 28996 37996 
27995 27986 27896 26996 17996 


Ten consolation prizes totaHng JD 50 each wins JD 5 

38992 38901 38091 39991 48991 
38890 38981 38891 37991 28991 


Ticket numbers 


Ticket numbers 


97483 47150 31440 07235 23177 Win JD : 


28052 61580 99085 84349 35396 Win JD 100 each 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 


4094 9608 9892 1945 Win JD 60 each 


680 371 Win JD 15 each 250 362 484 211 Win JD 10 each 


Wim JD 3 each 


Win JD 6 each 


COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


.40 covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in 


447 922 035 783 


Winners of the grand prizes In the special Issue number 8/1994 of May 2, 1994 


IbraNm Uurqus 
■ ftiw^aecntdan 
Ful Hntf JD40.000 


Ate 'a Jams 

Amman-Sum 
Fiji Second jdioooo 


isiMK “jaasr "—ss'— 

Fu*R»JDZ500 rtJf S4l JO1.000 KbK Stuff, JD1JU0 


Banka AtxM Tnmati 
AnanavVfcrta 
Hafl Bonn JD500 


Nest Draw taka place ca JDH€ 2 , 1994 
First biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters 


Indian diamond exports surge Cairo Amman Bank 
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BOMBAY (AFP) — India's 
diamond exports overshot ex- 
pectations and grew 27 per 
cent in the last financial year, 
helping maintain the country’s 
leading position in the busi- 
ness, exporters said Tuesday. 

Hie Diamond Exporters' 
Association , said cut and 
polished stones worth $3.64 
billion were exported by India 
in the fiscal year to March 31 
on the back of a rising demand 
for low-priced diamonds. 

The performance exceeded 
the government's expectations 
drat exports would grow 22 per 
cent to $3 billion. 

“Exports have grown by 27 
per cent. This is the first time 
we have had such a high level 
of growth,” said K.Y. Padma- 
nabhan of the association. 

India retained its top posi- 
tion in the world diamond ex- 
ports, accounting for 43 per 


Overseas jobs 
to S. Korean 
constructors 
rise 70% 

SEOUL (AFP) — South Ko- 
rean firms have won overseas 
dvfl engineering orders worth 
$1.53 billion in the four months 
to April, up 70 per cent from a 
year ago, the Construction 
Association has said. 

The association said 20 
South Korean firms received 
38 overseas orders for bridges, 
hospitals and other projects 
worth $1.53 billion, with Asia 
taking the lion’s share. Offi- 
cials at the association said, 
that if the economic upswing 
continued, overseas constric- 
tion orders for the year would 
reach $6 billion: 

Orders from Asia, including 
Bangladesh, Thailand and 
Singapore, accounted for 68.4 
per cent of the total value, 
while the Middle East attri- 
buted $369 million and North 
America and the Pacific region 
placed orders worth $199 mil- 

The - association gave the ex- 
ample of the Jamuna bridge 
construction for the Bang- 
ladesh government.. 


cent of its value and 82 per cent 
of the volume, Mr. Padman- 
bhan said. 

A continuing global reces- 
sion bad turned out to be a 
hidden blessing for Indian di- 
amond processors, unrivalled 
in polishing roughs of low qual- 
ity, he said, adding that cus- 
tomers were preferring low- 
priced diamonds. 

“We sell the lowest-priced 
diamonds in the world. No- 
body can beat us in this.” Mr. 
Padmanabhan said. 

“A diamond exported from 
India fetched $260 per carat 
last year. That was the 
cheapest diamond you could 
buy. On the other end. an 
Israeli-polished diamond fetch- 
ed $965 per carat on an aver- 
age," he said. 

Competition is expected 
from diamond cutting and 


polishing units in Mauritius, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand and Chi- 
na, but it would be a long time 
before they catch up with In- 
dia, Mr. Padmanabhan said. 

“Indian exporters and pro- 
cessors have built up a superior 
marketing network all over the 
world through expatriate Indi- 
an merchants and jewellers in 
various countries. 

“Indian merchants have pro- 
cessing units even in Israel, 
Thailand, Belgium and Sri 
Lanka. It would be at least 20 
years before any competition 
catches up with us,” he said. 

India nas set a target of 
earning $4 billion from the 
trade in the current fiscal year 
which exporters believe they 
would meet easily. The United 
States is the largest buyer of 
Indian diamonds, followed by 
Japan and Germany. 


Brazil to change 
currency July 1 


BRASILIA (AFP) — Brazil 
will unveil a new currency July 
1, the real, as part of a plan to 
contain inflation and protect 
consumers' buying power. 
President Itamar Franco 
announced Monday. 

Hie economic plan crafted 
by former Finance Minister 
Fernando Henrique Cardoso is 
designed to fight Brazil’s run- 
away inflation, which hit 40 per 
cent for April alone. 

Mr. Cardoso is hoping the 
plan will succeed and give a 
huge boost to his candidacy in 
the October presidential elec- 
tion. 

The Social Democratic 
candidate is now running 
second in the polls, tailing the 
Brazilian Workers’ Party's 
Luiz Inacio “Lula” de Silva. 

"With ail of our prices and 
costs in reales (the new curren- 
cy), our salaries will not lose 
value throughout the month 
and we will know bow much 
things cost,” Mr. Franco said. 

Hie new currency will re- 
place the cruzeiro real. During 
a transition period, both will 
be available and will trade at a 
rate of one-to-one. 


Brazil has had eight curren- 
cies in 105 years, with changes 
-in 1942, 1967. 1986, 1989, 
1990, 1993 as well as the one 
planned for 1994. 

The president said he was 
sending Finance Minister 
Rubens Ricupero on 
campaign-style trips -around 
the nation to fight scepticism 
about the switch. 

“If I ask Brazil to have 
confidence in the Plan Real, it 
js because I have confidence in 
it, because I am certain that 
now we are ready — and be- 
cause I know that only with the 
economy in order we can all 
begin to gain, especially the 
poorest, the workers who live 
from paycheck to paycheck 
and have no way to protect 
themselves against inflation," 
Mr. Franco said. 

The government’s economic 
team indicated last week that 
the real would be fixed on a 
par with the dollar for three 
months, but Mr. Ricupero said 
Monday that details on the 
new monetary policy would 
not be finalised until next 
month. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



Andy Capp 


“If rainbows are a symbol of hope 
and happiness, how come they’re 
shaped like a frown?" 






PARCEL POST THIS FISH 
WHICH GOES SEA 

BY BOAT, WILL SlCK'Hofo 
COST $2.90 I MUCH IS 





THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

iB by Henri Arnold end Mike ArgMon 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one loner to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form ihe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here : 11 , 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterdays I LINGO INKED JOBBER SUGARY 

| Answer. Whal the crooked barter did tor the circus — 
HE JUGGLED THE BOOKS 


AMMAN (R)’— The Cairo Amman Bank reported Tuesday a 
restoration of dividends after a 22.2 per cent rise in net profits to 
3.52 million dinars ($5.02 million) m 1993 from 2.88 million dinars 
($4.11 million) in 1992. 

The dividends of 100 fib (14. cents) per share are the first since 
1988. The bank is distributing 500,000 dinars ($714,285) of profits 
to shareholders. _ % 

The bank’s income rose to 21 .9 million dinars (S31.28 million) 
in 1993 from 20.5 million dinars ($29-28 million) in 1992: 

Total rose to 157.4 million dinars ($224.8 million) in 1993 
from 131.5 million dinars ($187.85 million) in 1992. The bank 
increased its allocation for bad debts to 11.9 million dinars ($17 
million) in 1993 from 10.7 million dinars ($15.28 million) is 1992. 

Cairo Amman Bank has operated in the West Bank since 1986, 
the first Jordanian bank to reopen after Israel seized the territory , 
in 1967. It has nine West Bank branches, including one in Jericho. 

West Bank branch deposits rose in 1993 to 124.59 million dinars 
($177.85 million) from 101.3 million dinars ($144.71 tnilikm) in 
1992. I ron< in the territories rose to 23.12 million dinars ($33 
million) in 1993 from 14. 13 million dinars ($20.18 million) in 1992. 

Total deposits rase-to 315.87 million dinars ($451.24 million) at 
the end of 1993 compared to 282.04 million ($402.91 million) in 
1992, with 80.6 million dinars ($115.14 million) or 253 per cent in 
foreign exchange. 

Total assets rose 11.6 per cent to 371.58 million dinars ($530.82 
million) in 1993 from 333.15 million dinars ($475.92 million) in 
1992, with 41 per cent or 153 million dinars ($2183 million) 
liquid. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MAY 18, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Some important pending deci- 
sions can be made at this time 
even though the planetary 
aspects are mixed and yon will 
need to use caution where per- 
sonal matters are concerned. 
Don't travel for from home. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Associates are likely to be de- 
manding today so try to cooper- 
ate with them and avoid argu- 
ments. Keep calm with everyone 
you encounter. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Try to be more cooperative with 
. fellow associates and improve 
harmony and quality of tasks 
accomplished. Sidestep an oppo- 
nent. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Don’t get involved m any expen- 
sive pleasure or new projects that 
you cannot handle comfortably. 
Be logical in any endeavour. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don't irritate anyone at 
home but try to establish more 
harmony there instead. Strive for 
happiness in your personal life. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have to exercise great care in 
motion today to avoid possible 
accident. Do nothing that could 
harm your good name and repu- 
tation. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Study your duties well 
and then handle them in a most 


precise manner. You can easily 
gain your aims at this time. 
•.-JJDBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Don't try to force Others^ 
to do things or you could get , 
negative reactions. Make sure 
you keep your eye on your wallet 
or you could be short. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Investigating into 
whatever is puzzling to you is 
wise ami beneficial at this time. 
Main t a i n a cheerful manner even 
in bad times. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) It's important 
you show friends that you are 
devoted, otherwise you could 
lose some of them. Be wise in 
how you handle personal con- 
tacts. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to . 
January 20) You have to use 
much tact in handling public 
affairs at this time to be success- 
ful. Show that you have ability to 
handle any situation. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Many fascinating 
new outlets come into the hori- 
zon, but study diem objectively 
oefore ma k in g any decision you 
could later regret. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Be sure to handle your re- 
sponsibilities in a most efficient 
and conscientious way, and they 
are soon behind you where you 
get on to other things. - 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Stanley B. Whitten 


1 Remainder 
8 Exaggerate, to a 
way 

15 Dancer Duncan 

16 Foodstuff 


17 More distant 

18 Fortress 

19 Apply UgMty 

20 Poisonous herb 

22 Summer on the 
Seine 

23 Motorcycle 
riders 

24 Staircase item 
26 Colorado ski 


28 Freed of frost 
31 Humans 
33 Most fickle 

37 Fencer's sword 

38 Hippodrome 


colored 
41 Allen 
43 Certain 
American 
45 Drinks to the 
health of 

47 More pleasant 

48 Balneations 
51 Justice or 

license 

53 Ab — (from the 
beginning) 

54 Osplays dearly 
56 Srdggler's prey 
59 Welsh — 

61 Rafroad bridge 

63 Endow 

64 Euripedas 
tragedy 

65 Yes-men 

66 Liberates 


■aaaaaa aaaaaaa 


mmmum , 

■■■ aai 

Isaaui 


•swaaa*’-*"' 


ZOn the briny 

3 Stash kabob 
meat 

4 Fuss 

5 Zilch 

6 Tributary 
TMerfted 
B Event 
TEgottstcai 


10 Came in 
.11 Genetic letters 

12 Mosquito genus 

13 Greek Island 
t4 US president 
2i City on Puget 

Sound 
23 Under 

25 Foolish 

26 Burrows and 
Vtfloda 

27 Mo. 

26 Wharf 

30 Anthracite 

58 Heroic narrative 
34 Extending 
beyond the 


35 Reasonable 

36 Norse god 

39 Relief Intervals 
*2 Horae feeding 
Hem 

44 Aromatic oil 

46 Region 
48 Kartofl 
49 — garde 


* Paste Sofrmfc 


nnnn nnni^n nonn 
nniQHH 

_ , noon rjnnn 
nggpinni nFinH 
nnnn sntinn pruni 

nrau ujunnsi nnnn 
nrcnrc nnnnnn 
__ odicih nnnn 

IjEinn nnniFin nnnn 


SOSodptured 57 Kind of scho 

55 Uveitf 1 ? u SeStiomuca 

Major ending 62 Vane dfr. 
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ONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


I LONDON f R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
! leadim: world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsessjon 
! on tiie' London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 
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6.544U/W7 

One sterling 51.5026-36 

One ounce of gold S382. 50-383. 00 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschcmarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


JORDAN TIMES. WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 1994 


Iraqi dinar hits record lows against the dollar 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s di- 
nar currency is sinking and 
prices rising tu record highs, 
making it even harder for 
ordinary people to obtain 
foodstuffs and other essentials. 

Tire dinar hit a record low of 
400 to the dollar Monday as 
money dealers realised the Un- 
ited Nations had no intention 
of easing punitive sanctions at 
the root of Iraq's hardships. 

Two weeks ago Che dollar 
fetched 300 dinars. 

Officially one Iraqi dinar is 
still valued at $3.20. But, with 
the shortages and chaos follow- 
ing the Gulf war, it collapsed 
to a value about one- 
thousandth of its earlier level. 


Traders said the dinar 
firmed a bit Tuesday, standing 
at about 370 to the dollars but 
with no visible effect on prices. 

"Prices only react when the 
dollar goes up. They rarely 
edge down when the dinar 
firms.” one trader commented. 

Prices ot consumer goods 
have been rising as Iraqis pre- 
pare for their Muslim feast of 
Eid A1 Adha next weekend. 
Markets traditionally vibrant 
just before the Eid remain 
depressed. 

"Who can buy a pair of 
shoes for 1,500 dinars? a frus- 
trated shoe trader asked. 

“People care about essen- 


tials, particular food and medi- 
cines." a shopkeeper 
observed. 

Food prices soared in the 
past two weeks — meat from 
190 to 30U dinars a kilogram- 
me, a tray of 30 eggs from 290 
to 365, cooking oil from 200 to 
350 a litre. 

The shortages driving up 
prices cannot end until the 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil rules that Iraq has met all 
demands the sanctions were 
designed to impose, including 
permanent curbs on its arms 
industry. 

The Security Council is due 
this week to conduct a rourrne 
60-day review of its sanctions 


against Iraq. No changes have 
so far been made and none is 
expected this time. 

Lifting the ban on Iraq’s oil 
exports more than three 
million barrels per day before 
sanctions and probably with a 
much higher potential — 
would produce a flood of do!- 




lais. That should send the di- 
nar bade up, although not to 
. levels seen before the war over 
Kuwait. 

The ordinary Iraqi’s only 
solace comes from government 
food rations, sold at nominal 
prices. Low-income workers 
also have access to government 




Iran creates new trade zone on Caspian Sea 


TEHRAN (AFP) — . Iran has 
declared a port city in (he 
Caspian Sea a free-trade zone, 
the official news agency IRNA 
reported. The decision was 
announced by President Ati 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
Monday, during a tour of 
Bandar-e-Anzali, it said. 

IRNA said the city in north- 
ern Gilan province had a 
potential to serve as a “key 
trade link to other countries 
bordering the sea” — namely 


Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, 
Turkmenistan and Russia. 

Bandar-e-Anzali is the fifth 
region in Iran to be declared a 
free-trade zone after Qeshm 
and Kish (on the Gulf). Chah- 
Bahar (on the Oman Sea) and 
Sirjan in the southern Kerman 
province. 

The Iranian parliament 
voted last year to set up special 
social, customs and trade reg- 
ulations to govern the zones, 
and it also called for a lax visa 


requirement for foreigners. 

But ii did not say whether 
foreign investors were allowed 
to own more than 49 per cent 
of any venture, as has been the 
rule in the mainland. 

Iran set up (he free-trade 
zones to boost exports and 
attract foreign investment and 
modem technology, but the 
plan has so far failed and the 
regions have been used as plat- 
forms for importing luxury 
goods. 


The Touch Of Class 


In The World Of 


Gems, Jewelry & Birth Stones 

+ UNIQUE DESIGNS IN 18&21K. GOLD. 

* INTERNATIONAL GURANTEES. 

* THE ONLY SHOP OF ITS KIND. 

* UNIQUE PRESENTS FOR ALL OCCASSIONS. 

* RETAIL & WHOLESALE. 

* WE REMODEL YOUR JEWELRY. 


DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


4b 

W 


* In Amman: 

Anna HoteL 6th Circle. 

* In Rio De Janeiro: 

195. av. N. S. Co p aca h a n a. 


El 


Yassmin 

) U T E~( 
HOTEL 



stores providing food and 
essential items at prices far 
below the open market. 

Rations cover at most 70 per 
cent of needs, leasing the rest 
to be bought at market prices. 
Salaries have risen, but at no- 
where near the rate of infla- 
tion. 






4f 




/^dassmin 

ijarden 

T errace 

is ready today to welcome 
you in this charming place, 
a place for all the family, 
to have fun, relax and enjoy 
the great moments of life. 
Serving you is a pleasure. 


3rd Circle, Jabal Amman 
Tel. 643216 Fax 643219 


l $ * ^ 






THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG. MR FREIGHT 
FOmMOMG. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Td. 810605/810609/810520 ‘ 
Fax: 810520 


La vie. Seautu 
center 

for Faded cleansing. Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing fJatt Can 
, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We use the best French Cosmetic* 


fenuutd aubry 


Reservation & Information 

Urn Uthainah - Tel.: 661217 



The Official Car & Truck 
Rental Company 

WbrldCupVSM 


m vJO©/ 

RESTAURANT 


Rcnl Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open lor Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


t ,VUMi\UZE 

.> S/>0r1s PUb 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p,m. 
and the kamika/is 
are always 1 J.f>. Each 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


.Swetfiyeh. 



L ^ . A. ^ . A A ^ 


JfU.. JU* jj*._ 

2nd- Circk - Jabal Amman 
npp. FrcncMnaf 

Tel. 653482 Jau 




Open nightly 

Bom MB P JL to 3M AJL 
Tuoday dosed 

Iti: 683211 Ftt : 617779 

Middle Bait Hotel - Sfamenm 




OAJMITEL 

|U2l|l|l= 


Amman - Tel. 607193 
P.OJhx 9403 - Pax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Meal Residence For 

Expatriates and 

Businessmen 


A CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongollaaBarbsquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m 
6:30 - Midnight 

V Air Conditioned Hall > 



Thefir*i&be*t 
Chinns Resttursnt 
in Jordan 

7 s/ to? Jabal Amman near 
AbltyyahG/rfs School 

Taka away is avaeaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


SELECT HOTEL 


9 Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 



Jabal A1 Webdch/Tel.637101/637102 



12 2m -v. Late 

l> 

rt.TT 

iST-RCOM^f v:c 

I LVN 

£ 

l it; RjstIn 

N!1\nCi WVr. 

(iim i im I i m it kW Di'.-.).*, 
Fo: rtservaiions cat; 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professorial Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and geL‘- 

* JUMBO photo 
she 30% taryir 

* free onlmrgo- 
meot 20 x 30 tm 


MmVtesmitoMtottts 

tnAitimn. 

For farther detials please call 
SANABLE REAL ESTATE 
TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 



Club Rcstouront 


ill', all S idf.'JU NISi 


SZEBHWAN GARBEN3 




AVIS 


Typical 



Foods 

CM 


C3Bg£gSg 


Takes away is mv aHlm b tm 

Shed At-Anb Strum 
Um UMneh Qarwwc tf Canfra 

TeL: 881174 

Cnee Tasted MwavslMd 



699-420 


Maintenance and 
Repair Services 


Done by well trained and 
Professional Technicians 


SOI k IMM l 111 \l\ v 
AMMAN ill.. «I5W? 


Sbnreisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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U.N. force in Rwanda seeks 
planes and armoured vehicles 


-Nairobi (rj — The u.n. 

Jfrree in Rwanda appealed 
Tuesday for planes, armoured 
• vehicles and trucks to move 
reinforcements ordered by the 
1 Security Council to end six 
,-^scks of slaughter. 
r But offidais said the 5.500 
■troops approved by the countil 
Tuesday would not intervene 
between warring government 
; troops and rebels and a cease- 
fire was essential to end a 
, campaign of genodde. 

“We welcome the decision 
of the Security Coundl for the 
; expansion of the force in Kiga- 
-K,” U.N. Assistance Mission 
‘• In Rwanda (UN AMIR) Ex- 
- ccutive Director Abdul Kabia 
“■told Reuters by telephone. 

“The main consideration 
-.'now is countries provide airlift 
..capability. We need APCs 
.•(amoured personal • carriers) 
;. and we need transport," he 
said. 

.* The United States has 
; -offered to ferry in new 
troops to the central African 
-• state and supply equipment. 

-> ' The council ordered the im- 
■ mediate dispatch of 150 milit- 
-lary observers and 500 troops, 
.' • most of them to Kigali where 


massacres began on April 6 
after the killing of Rwandan 
President Juvenal Habyarima- 
na. 

Aid officials estimate at least 
500,000 people, most members 
of Rwanda's Tutsi minority, 
have been massacred by Hutu 
troops, militiamen and roam- 
ing mobs with firearms, 
machetes and knives. 

Mr. Kabia said UNA MIR 
hoped to bring a Ghanaian 
battalion up to its full strength 
of 800 within a week depend- 
ing on planes and logistical 
support and to give them 
armoured troop carriers. 

The United States wants the 
force to be located on Rwan- 
da's borders away from fight- 
ing in the capital. The U.N. 
plans for the force is first to 
take Kigali Airport and distri- 
bute food to the interior. 

Deployment depends on 
countries providing the new 
troops. Several African' coun- 
tries have offered contingents, 
but it was not clear when the 
full complement of 5,500 might 
be available. 

"Our first priority is to se- 
cure the airport. We also want 
a rapid deployment force to 


stop the atrocities,” Mr. Kabia 
said. 

“The new resolution... gives 
us the power of self defence 
against those threatening geno- 
adal action. It gives us the 
authority not to just stand by 
and wait while atrocities are 
being committed. 

He said the main aim of the 
new forces would be to protect 
thousands of refugees 
threatened with massacre 
sheltering in camps and chur- 
ches around Kigali and to 
mount patrols in the city. 

The united Nations already 
had 470 personnel in Rwanda, 
the remnants of a 2,500-strong 
force which was deployed last 
year. 

Mr. Kabia said both govern- 
ment troops and Rwanda Pat- 
riotic Front (RPF) rebels had 
promised to allow U.N. forces 
to evacuate refugees who 
wanted to leave their areas and 
be hoped the enlarged force 
would be able to stop militia- 
men blocking them. 

“The new U.N. military 
force is not here to intervene in 
the war. The warring factions 
are conventional forces and are 


very well armed... we seek to 
use the powers of persuasion, 
not intervention. 

“We are here to help the 
Rwandans restore law and 
order and give protection to 
chose who need protection. We 
aim to stop the (titling,'* said 
Mr. Kabia, adding progress 
was being made on securing a 
ceasefire. 

“Once the conventional 
forces stop fighting I think the 
genocide will stop. I don't 
think the militias will still roam 
the streets with the same aban- 
don as now. We will concen- 
trate on persuading with the 
deterrent of a credible force,” 
Mr. Kabia added. 

Western military analysts 
said the RPF appeared to be 
aiming to thrust from swamps 
into government-held areas in 
the south before the new U.N. 
peacekeeping force arrived in 
the country. 

Travellers returning from 
southern border areas between 
Rwanda and neighbouring 
Burundi said guerrillas were 
advancing quickly towards 
Gitarama, seat of the rump 
government set up in early 
April. 


-Pakistan 
introduces 
..Islamic 
Law to halt 
protests 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — 
The government of North 
West Frontier Province 

• 'announced Tuesday introduc- 
' tion of Islamic Law in a semi- 

• autonomous tribal district to 
> hry to halt violent demonstra- 
tions that left 10 dead a day 
-earlier. 

“Governor of North West 
; Frontier Province Major 
'General Kfaurshid Aii Khan 
.has through an order... 
announced the enforcement of 
' Islamic Sharia Laws in Mala- 

• Jcand division," a government 
' .statement said. 

‘ _ Povincial officials said de- 
‘ 'tails of the order had yet to be 
worked out. 

; .• “It was perhaps issued in a 
.hurry to defuse the tense situa- 
•tion," Additional Secretaiy 

• For Law Said Maroof Khan 
said. “The details are still awa- 

- ited.” 

A gunbattle erupted Mon- 
. day between police and para- 
.-mflitaiy and tribesmen block- 
’- mg a mountain pass in Mala- 
-2 k and to demand enforcement 
•*«f Islamic Law, killing 10 peo- 
L- pie and injuring 25, officials 
;~ sa id. _ — — - • 

The shooting broke out 
'-when paramilitary Frontier 
'.'Constabulary units moved in to 
>2 remove a group of tribesmen 
'-.who had blocked another 
mountain pass at’ nearby Buner 
c2as part of a six-day-old protest 
c-,to demand Islamic Law for the 
T 2 area. 

^'Officials said the 10 dead 
included two Frontier Consta- 
bulary troops. 

More than 20,000 Pakistani 
^»bibesmen, most from the semi- 
rTaiitonomous tribal areas in the 
r:$forth West Frontier Province, 
2 *fiave blocked the MaJakand 
~Tpass since Wednesday to de- 
-'mand enforcement of Islamic 
I^aw in the Malakand Agency. 

■\ - Officials- in Peshawar said 
f 'the demonstrators had tried to 
: “extend their road blockade to 
; ’t)ic Buner Pass — The only 
- ! other route to four northern 

- .districts, prompting the para- 
I "military to dear the road. 
'•;Tbe tribesmen were still 

blocking the road early Tues- 
- _ day, despite the introduction 
: -of Islamic Law, and eyewitnes- 
;‘ses reported a heavy police 
^presence. 

z'r Spokesmen said Monday 
-•many tribesmen were readv to 
•’ .*die for their cause and others 
1 fiad sworn to divorce their wives 
jj they failed in their objective, 
-sharia or shahadat (Islamic 
-'Law or martyrdom),’' the men 
"jehanted as they sat on the road 

•■^Soo^'Mohammad, a local 
1 * clergyman leading the protest, 
''-tola Reuters that the protesters 
^had taken an oath to they 
would return home with Shana 
Law or would be buned at the 

■site. — - - 2" ~ 

' The movement to introduce 
'Sharia Law in the Malakand 
^Agency was prompted by a 
■Seme Court deasmn on 
'feS. 12 to scrap British colo- 
nifd laws that had been in force 
-fe the P^ovindally adnunis- 
Mered tribal area for more than 
ia century. 

had created a 
Malakand Agency. 

# vacuum -Icq contains six 

’feicrally administered tribal 

where law 

JS does oot apply- 


China dissident detained 
after U.S. TV interview 


BEUING (R) — Beijing police 
Tuesday broke up an interview 
between prominent Chinese 
dissident Wang Dan and two 
American journalists and de- 
tained them all for a short 
time, Mr. Wang and the news- 
men said. 

Debate is intensifying in 
Washington over China's hu- 
man rights practices in the final 
two weeks before President 
Bill Clinton decides whether to 
revoke Beijing’s low-tariff 
trade privileges on rights 
'grounds. 

Ironically. Mr. Wang had 
just told the NBC News crew 
that be supported an uncon- 
ditional extension of China '* 
most favoured nation status. 

“This has been my position 
all along,” Mr. wane told 
Reuters by telephone after fas 
\ one-hour detention. “There 
are all kinds of other ways to 
deal with human rights ques- 
tions.” 

Mr. Wang said the incident 
probably reflected official 
efforts to restrict news- 
fathering by foreigners in com- 
ing weeks. Mr. dm ton’s dead- 
line is on June 3 and June 4 is 
the fifth anniversary of Beij- 
ing’s crushing of pro- 
democracy protests. 

“They held me for about an 
hour, mainly to question me’ 
about how the interview was 
arranged, things like that,” 
Mr. Wang said. 

“This is not so much a prob- 
lem for me as it is a problem 
for you reporters. I will not 
refuse to give interviews to 
anyone.” 

NBC News correspondent 


Lucky Severson told Reuters 
his crew bad been taping for an hour 
when police arrived and de- 
tained them for several hours 
apart from Mr. Wang. 

Police confiscated their pass- 
ports, press cards and 
videotape and made Mr. 
Severson sign a statement that 
be would “accept the consequ- 
ences” if he reported the inter- 
view. “I told them I couldn’t 
well use tape I didn't have,” 
Mr. Severson said. 

Mr. Wang founded the Beij- 
ing Autonomous Students'. 
Federation during the 1989 de- 
monstrations, landing him top 
of a nationwide moat-wanted 
list after troops crushed the 


He was arrested, sentenced 
to four years in prison for 
counter-revolution and 
paroled in February 1993-, . six 
months before his sentence 
was to expire. 

Mr. Wang said be has com- 
pleted an additional sentence 
of a year’s deprivation of poli- 
tical rights said was free to 
continue speaking his mind. 

China bias released several 
other dissidents before Mr. 
Clinton’s MFN decision, most 
notably Wang Juntao and 
Qren'Zunmg — the p ur ported 
“black hands” behind the 1989 
movement who were impris- 
oned for 13 years for counter- 
revolution. 

But Beijing plans to prose- 
cute veteran critic Wei Jing- 
sheng, regarded as the father 
of China’s modem Democracy 
Movement, for meeting the 
U.S. government’s top human 
rights envoy. 


Haldeman diary shows Nixon 
concern on Jews, media 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon’s Chief of 
Staff H.R. Haldeman told in 
his diaries aired Monday night 
of Mr. Nixon’s concern about 
Jewish “domination” of the 
media and of the problem of 
communicating with blacks. 

The diaries, part of a nearly 
one-million- word record of 
Mr. Halde man’s service in the 
Nixon White House,- are being ' 
featured on ABC Television 
news’ Nightline p rogramm e. 

Mr. Haldeman was Mr. Nix- 
on’s closest aide until he was 
forced out by the Watergate 
scandal that cost Mr. Nixon his 
presidency in 1974. Mr. Halde- 
man died Last November at his 
borne in Santa Barbara, Cali- 
fornia. Mr. Nixon died on 
April 22. 

In an excerpt from a 
from Feb. 1, 1972. Mr. Hs 
man said: “There was con- 
siderable discussion of the 
terrible problem arising from 
the total Jewish domination of 
the media and agreement that 
this is something that would 
have to be dealt with. 

“(Reverend Billy) Graham 
has die strong feeling that the 
Bible says there are Satanic 
Jews and that’s where our 
problem arises.” 

Rev. Graham said in a state- 
ment that Mr. Haldeman 's 
words had been wrongly attri- 
buted to him and that the 
quote “goes against all that I 
believe about Jewish people.” 

“Those are not my words 
and this does not reflect the 
high view I hold for the nation 
of Israel and for Jewish people 
— many of whom are my dose 
friends. 

“I do not recall such a meet- 
ing or conversation. I have 
never talked publidy or pri- 
vately about the Jewish peo- 
ple, including conversations 
with President Nixon, except 
in the most positive .terms.” . 


In a diary entry for Feb. 26, 
1970, Mr. Haldeman reported 
dial lift-. Nixon “really raged 
again today against United 
States Jews because of their 
behaviour” against visiting 
French President Georges 
Pompidou because of the 
French sale of fighter aircraft 
to Libya. 

A few days later when Mr.' 
Nixon attended a dinner for 
Mr. Pompidou in New York, 
Mr. Haldeman wrote that Mr. 
Nixon “went into quite a 
harangue at the hotel about the 
miserable dty of New York. 

Mr. Haldeman added that 
there were “lots of Jewish de- 
monstrators chanting a block 
away. Got P (Nixon) going 
again against Jews’ attitude.” 

Preparing for Mr. Nixon's 
trip to China, Mr. Haldeman 
wrote that Mr. Nixon “mack; 
the crack in reviewing the press 
list of whether there were any 
non-Jews going in the press 
corps to China." 

An entry for April 28, 1969 
said that Nixon “emphasised 
that you have to face the fact 
that the whole problem, is real- 
ly die blacks.^ 

The entry contained; “The 
key is to devise a system that 
recognises this while not 
appearing to. Problem with 
overall welfare plan is that it 
forces poor whites into same 
position as blacks.... 

“Pointed out that there has 
never in history been an 
adequate black nation, and 
they are the only race of winch 
this is true.” 

In an April 1970 entry Mr. 
Haldeman wrote that Mr. Nix- 
on “broods freque ntly o ver 
problem of how we communi- 
cate with the young and blacks. 
It’s really not possible, except 
with Uncle Toms, and we 
should work on them and 
forget militants.” „ 


Fragile 

ceasefire 
holds in 
Karabakh 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A 
Russian-brokered ceasefire in 
the disputed region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh went into 
force 

be holding despite reports of 
isolated gunshot fire, Arme- 
nian and Azerbaijani officials 
said. 

Militmy leaders of separatist 
Armenian forces in Nagorno- 
Karabakh and of the Azerbai- 
jani Defence Ministry accused 
each other of staging “pro- 
vocations” by opening fire but 
both sides dairagrf drat they 
had not responded to the 
attacks, news agencies re- 
ported. 

Defence ministers from 
Armenia and Azerbaijan along 
with leaders of Nagorno- 
Karabakh signed Monday in 
Moscow a preliminary agree- 
ment providing for a ceasefire 
as of midnight Monday (2000 
GMT). 

The agreement, which was 
to be ftulkjH Tuesday, also 
calls for the deployment of 
military observers at 49 rites 
along the frontline as of May 
24 to be followed by die arrival 
of 1,800 peacekeeping troops 
from the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS). 

A five to 10 kilometre (three 
of six mile) buffer zone was to 
be carved along the fronfline in 
line with the agreement which 
also calls for an exchange of 
prisoners and talks on the poli- 
tical status of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

The latest ceasefire agree- 
ment comes after several foiled 
attempts by Russia and the 
international community to 
end the fighting in the 
Armenian-populated enclave 
located within Azerbaijan. 

At least 20,000 people have 
died in the six-year war — the 
longest running ethnic conflict 
in the former Soviet Union — 
and one million people have 
been displaced. 

Russian officials have stres- 
sed however that, contrary to 
previous negotiations, Azer- 
baijani authorities have 
allowed Armenian leaders 
from Nagorno-Karabakh to 
participate in the current 
round of talks. 

Baku has in the past main- 
tained that the fighting over 
Nagorno-Karabakh was an 
“aggression from Armenia” 
and refused to recognise the 
demands of Armenian separat- 
ist leaders from Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

The ceasefire agreement 
comes amid reports that Azer- 
baijani and Armenian forces 
had suffered heavy casualties 
since fighting intensified 
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Haiti’s interim president 


U.S. sides with Malval in Haiti dispute 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States has sided Prime 
Minister Robert Malval in de- 
nouncing a new military- 
approved government in Haiti. 

It also warned that the 
forced repatriation over the 
past few days of nearly 600 
Haitians (ticked np at sea by 
the U.S. Coast Guard showed 
Washington’s continued deter- 
mination to fight illegal im- 
migration to the United States. 

Mr. Malval, breaking a six- 
month silence with a bold act 
of defiance, earlier called on 
army chief General Raoul 
Cedras to resign immediately 
and said the military leader 
had disgraced his uniform and 
locked the country “in the 
darkness of night” 

The White House said in a 
statement that it “vigorously" 
supported Mr. Malvars denun- 
ciation of “this travesty of con- 


stitutional process.” 

“We associate ourselves ful- 
ly with his demands that Ced- 
ras and the other military lead- 
ers stop denying democracy 
and security to the Haitian 
people,” the statement said. 

“Manoeuvres such as to- 
day’s announcement only 
strengthen our determination 
to see democracy restored and 
President Aristide returned,” 
the White House added in re- 
sponse to Monday's appoint- 
ment of a cabinet by the 
military-approved leadership. 

In Port- A u- Prince, Mr. Mal- 
val also called the new govern- 
ment illegal and demanded 
that civil servants refuse to 
obey its orders. 

He blasted the military's 
appointment of Emile Jonas- 
saint as provisional president 
to replace the exiled Jean- 


Bertrand Aristide. 

Mr. Jonassaint named a 12 
minister cabinet that did not 
include a prime minister, in- 
dicating that he planned to 
perform those duties as well. 

Meanwhile, the State De- 
partment confirmed that 586 
Haitians had been stopped at 
sea by the Coast Guard and 
returned to Haiti. 

This comprised 246 picked 
up Thursday and repatriated 
Friday and 340 Haitians in four 
boats who were picked up over 
the weekend, spokesman Mike 
McCuny said. 

Under domestic political 
pressure. President Bill Clin- 
ton has modified tbe U.S. poli- 
cy of returning “boat people* 
directly to Haiti allow for high- 
seas screening aimed at deter- 
mining legitimate claims for 
political asylum. 


Opposition divided over anti-Hata tactics 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) vowed Tuesday to top- 
ple Prime Minister Tsutomu 
Hata's minority government, 
but suddenly found that its 
expected allies, the Socialists, 
baulked at the attack. 

LDP Secretary-General 
Yoshiro Mori reaffirmed the 
party's intention of submitting 
a no-confidence motion against 
Mr. Hata’s cabinet after, the 
passage of a long-pending state 
budget. 

“It is not a cabinet reflecting 
the popular will,” Mr. Mori 
told a news conference. 
“When the budget is passed, 
the cabinet's duty will be 
over.” 

But the Socialists, the 
second biggest opposition 
force, gave Mr. Hata a brea- 
thing space by refusing to join 
‘the LDP in seeking an immedi- 
ate resolution to fire a key 
parliamentary official from the 
ruling coalition. 

The official. Keiwa Okuda, 
is chairman of the House Man- 
agement Committee. His job is 
decide whether to accept no- 
confidence motions and thus 
gives Mr. Hata's government 
freedom of manoeuvre. 

The LDP wanted to take 
over the post to region con- 
trol over parliamentary busi- 
ness. But some Socialists, tra- 
ditional LDP foes, felt it unjust 
to fire Mr. Okuda who has 
made no mistakes in the job. 

The conservative LDP. 


which lost its scandal-tainted 
38-year grip on power last 
year, and the Social Democra- 
tic Party (SDP). as the Social- 
ists are known, together con- 
trol 280 seats in the 511-seat 
lower house. 

The LDP secretary-general 
admitted that his party and the 
SDP had yet to agree com- 
pletely on jointly submitting a 
no-confidence motion against 
• Mr. Hatal “But both parties 
share the view that the Hata 
cabinet has no duty other thsfln 
to pass the budget," Mr. Mori 
said. 

SDP Chairman Tomiicbi 
Murayama said the party 
would shelve its derision on. 
whether it will join the resolu- 
tion against Mr. Okuda. “We 
will take time to study the 
matter cautiously," he told re- 
porters. 

Mr. Hata took office at the 
head of Japan's first minority 
government in four decades on 
April 28 as the SDP, grouping 
a wide range of Socialists, 
bolted the nine-month-old rul- 
ing coalition following the 
creation of a rival voting bloc. 

A financial scandal over Mr. 
Hata's predecessor, Morihiro 
Hosokawa, combined with in- 
fighting within the coalition 
over policy differences, has de- 
layed the passage of the state' 
budget, now six weeks over- 
due. 

It took two weeks for the 
coalition to choose a successor 
to Mr. Hosokawa, the head of 


the conservative Japan New 
Party, after he stepped down 
as premier. 

Mr. Hosokawa still faces a 
growing call from the opposi- 
tion to testify in parliament on 
a 100-mi llion-yen ($950,000) 
loan he allegedly received from 
a mobster-linked tracking czar 
when he was an LDP deputy 
running for a provincial gov- 
ernorship. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Hata called 
on LDP chief Yohei Koiio and 
secured his' support for the 
passage of the budget as the 
lower house Budget Commit- 
tee prepared to resume debate, 
party officials said. 

But Mr. Kono reminded Mr. 
Hata that his government was 
a “minority government cre- 
ated under abnormal circumst- 
ances,” according to the offi- 
cials. 

Mr. Hata also met the 
Socialist chairman separately, 
seeking his help for the passage 
of the budget. 

But the premier denied he 
had sought the SDP's return to 
the coalition. “We have yet to 
take up the matter,” be said. 

Two key coalition parties, 
Mr. Hosokawa’s Japan New 
Party and the centrist Demo- 
cratic Socialist Party, asked 
Mr. Hata Monday to disband 
the voting bloc, Kaishin (Re- 
novation), to lure back to the 
SDP which now has a casting 
vote in parliament. 


Clinton foreign policy losing support — poll 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Public confidence in Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton’s handling of 
international affairs has de- 
clined sharply following set- 
backs to bis Haiti policy and 
criticism of other initiatives, 
according to a new poll. 

In the poll, conducted by the 
Washington Post/ABC News 
and published Tuesday, only 
40 per cent of those inter- 
viewed approved of Mr. Clin- 
ton’s handling of foreign poli- 
cy, with 53 per cent saying they 
disapproved. 

It was the lowest rating Mr. 
Clinton has received since a 
disastrous raid in Somalia last 
fall resulted in the deaths of 18 
American soldiers, the Post 
reported. 

Of those surveyed, 13 per 


cent said Mr. Clinton had a 
clear foreign policy, with 37 
per cent saying he lacked one 
and fully half saying they had 
no opinion, the poU showed. 

Mr. Clinton's overall 
approval rating also fell, from 
57 per cent in March to 51 per 
cent, with men giving the presi- 
dent a lower rating than 
women, the Post said. 

The newspaper reported 
that Mr. Clinton came off bad- 
ly in comparison with his im- 
mediate predecessor. Half of 
those surveyed said be was 
doing a worse job on foreign 
policy than George Bush, 
while 28 per cent said he was 
doing a better job. 

The poll was based on tele- 
phone interviews with 1,523 


adults and was conducted on 
May 12-15. The margin of 
error is plus or minus three 
percentage points. 

In other issues, Mr. Clinton 
also fared badly: Those who 
believed he. has the honesty 
and integrity to be president 
fell to 56 per cent from 65 per 
cent in March, and his health 
care plan got an approval- 
disapproval rating of 44-50 per 
cent. 


But Mr. Clinton's credibility 
got a boost with the sexual 
harassment suit filed against 
him by former Arkansas civil 
servant Paula Jones: 35 per 
cent do not believe her allega- 
tions against only 17 per cent 
who do — the rest had no 
opinion. 


Menem: If Nazi must be extradited, why not Thatcher? 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Pres- 
ident Carlos Menem has said 
that if Argentina can extradite 
an ex-Nazi SS officer to Italy, 
then former British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher 
coukl be extradited for the 
sinking of an Argentine 
warship in the Falklands War. 

If it was a war crime, much 
as I respect-ber, we would have 
to request Margaret Thatcher’s 
extradition,” the private Dyn 
News Agency quoted Mr. 
Menem as saying. 

He likened the case to that 
of a fomrer Nazi officer who is 
being extradited from Argen- 
tina. 

If the extradition of former 
SS officer Erich Priebke is 
being requested... (for) a war 
crime, so was the sinking of the 
cruiser General Belgrano and 
in that case Argentina should 


request the extradition of former 
British Prime Minister 
Thatcher,” the Independent 
news agency quoted Mr. 
Menem as telling a news con- 
ference. 

Tbe torpedoing of tbe Argen- 
tine cruiser as it steamed 
away from a British evrlusion 
zone around the Falkland Is- 
lands claimed 323 lives among 
its crew of 1,093. 

Britain's embassy in Buenos 
Aires said the sinking — one of 
the most debated incidents of 
the war — had not been a war 
crime and dismissed talk of 
Lady Thatcher's extradition. 

“We do not believe the sink- 
ing of the General Belgrano 
was a war crime," a spokesman 
said. “Therefore the question 
of the extradition of Baroness 
Thatcher is not something we 
would expect to arise." 


Mr. Menem was speaking in 
the mountain resort of Bari- 
Joche, 1,000 miles (1,600 km) 
south of Buenos Aires, where 
police last week arrested Mr. 
Priebke after he admitted tak- 
ing part in the Ardeatine Caves 
massacre in Italy during World 
War II. - 

Mr. Priebke, who like many 
Nazis found a safe haven in 
Argentina after the war, had 
been living for decades in Bari- 
ioche, a town with a large 
German community. 

Argentina is still awaiting 
the official extradition request 
from Italy for Mr. Priebke, 81, 
for his part in Italy's worst 
World War II crime. He was 
exposed this month by the 
U.S. network ABC acting on a 
tip from Nazi hunters. 

Mr. Menem said Buenos 
Aires would comply with its 


extradition treaty with Italy 
because otherwise Argentina 
would become an untrustwor- 
thy country. 

Lady Thatcher was prime 
minister when Argentina's 
then military government over- 
ran a small British garrison and 
took the long-disputed Falk- 
land Islands on April 2, 1982. 

She dispatched a task force 
which recaptured the South 
Atlantic colony 10 weeks later 
after fighting in which some 
1,000 men died, including the 
323 aboard the General Bel- 
grano. 

Argentina and Britain have 
since resumed foil diplomatic 
relations. Mr. Menem, his 
country’s second elected presi- 
dent since the return to demo- 
cracy in 1983, had recently 
been seeking an official invita- 
tion for a state visit to Britain. 


Oldest piece oi 
human bone 
found in Europe ■ 

LONDON (R) — British 
archaeologists have uncovered 
what is believed to be the 
oldest fragment of human bone 
discovered in Europe, the 
Times newspaper reported 
Tuesday. The limb fragment 
was found together with anim- 
al bones in the Boxgrove area 
in southern England, known to 
have been inhabited in the old 
Stone Age. The Times said 
tests on the fragment had 
shown it was about half a mil- 
lion years old, making it 
around 100.000 years older 
than any other European hu- 
man remains. The find, due to 
be officially announced next 
week, is likely to be classified 
as “archaic homo sapiens" said 
the newspaper. 

Tonys passionate 
about Stephen 
Sondheim 

NEW YORK (R) — Stephen 
Sondheim’s musical Passion 
topped the list of Tony ~ 
nominations with a total of 10, % 
pitting it against the Disney 
Company’s first foray into. 
Broadway. Beauty And Tbe 
Beast, for best musical. Son- 
dheim, whose intimate, cham- 
ber opera recently opened to 
strong reviews after reports of 
walkouts during previews, had 
the last laugh as his show about 
a military officer tom between 
love for a married beauty and 
the obsessive devotion of a 
haggard, sickly woman also 
scored nominations for Best 
Score, Best Book and leads 
Jere Shea and Donna Murphy. 
‘Sondheim's collaborator James 
Lapine received two nomina- 
tions, for Best Book and Best 
Direction. “Disney's Beauty 
And The Beast and a hit reviv- 
al of the 1960s musical She 
Loves Me trailed dose behind 
Passion with nine nominations 
apiece. Beauty scored for Best 
Musical, Best Book and Score, 
.along with nods for leads Terr- 
ence Mann and Susan Egan. 
She Loves Me scored nomina- 
tions for Best Musical Revival 
and leads Boyd Gains and Judy 
Khun, as well as Best Direc- 
tion. On the drama side, Tony 
Kushner's Angels In America: 
Perestroika, his follow-up to 
year’s Millenium 
Approaches which won a fist- i 
ftd*KOf Tonys including Best 
Play, led the pack with six 
nominations including Best 
Play, Best Actor for Stephen 
Spinella, who won a Tony 
playing the same character last 
year, and Best Director for 
George C. Wolfe. Other Best 
Play nominees included Arthur 
Miller's Broken Glass, about 2 
Brooklyn woman's hysterical 
paralysis during the early Nazi 
era. The Kentucky Cycle, a 
seven-hour exploration of gen- 
erations of an American family 
which had a brief run, and 
Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992. 


Pro-life movement 
born in Russia 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia': 
emerging pro-life movemeni 
holds its first conference here 
this week to map out a strategy 
to curb the abortion rale 
which is among the highest ir 
the world, the president of tbti 
Right To Live Organisation 
said Tuesday. Galina Sieryako- 
va told AFP that the three-da> 
conference beginning Wednes- 
day would allow the Russian 
anti-abortion movement to re- 
cruit new members in cities 
and towns across the country 
and to launch an information 
campaign against abortion. 
“After more than 70 years ol 
communism, women must 
know that abortion is not 
something normal,” Ms. 
Sieryakova said. One our of 
every four abortions in the 
world are performed in Russia, 
according to the organisation’s 
estimates and Russian women 
on average have at least four 
abortions in their child-bearing 
years. Abortion is widely used 
in Russia as tbe main melhcxl 
of contraception and other 
means of birth control are 


pensive and scarcely avaiiafc 
Ms. Sieiyakova said the Ri 
to Live Movement, which v 
founded in iy92 with 20 me 
bers, now had over 1,000 me 
bers, most of whom were 
tive in Moscow, St. Petersbi 
and in the Siberian citv 
Novossibirk. 

Rape suspect 
held in France 

PARIS (AFP) - Fren 
police have arrested a 24-ye; 
old man who confessed to n 
»ag 15 girls between the ages 
*** ““I 13 over the past ve; 

said ' suspc 
^ent.hed as Christopi 
Guiboud-Ribaud. was ' t 
tamed Friday as he left a n 
taurant in a Paris suburb. T 
the restaurant rect 
njsed him from a police co 1 
pos-te sketch and called 1 
authorities. The su Spi l 
r behaviour on £ei 

«ped when he was 12 
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Teams seek changes to 
World Cup kick-off times 


LONDON (R) — Ireland, ihe 
Netherlands and Belgium are 
to put pressure on FIFA io 
change the midday kick-off 
times of World Cup soccer 
games in Florida, according to 
British newspapers. 

They even have the support 
of Belgium doctor Mjche! 
D’hooghe. head of FIFA's 
medical committee who re- 
portedly will plead their case to 
switch from the debilitating 
heat to a cooler evening kick- 
off during a meeting of the 
Worid Cup organising commit- 
tee in Zurich Thursday. 

The Tuesday editions of the 
Sun and Today newpspaers re- 
port D-booghe as saying: “The 
12.30 kick-off times worry me. 
The problem is a combination 
of heat and humidity, which 
leads to dehydration for the 
players. 


“During the meeting Thurs- 
day 1 will make my concerns 
clear and ask if it is possible to 
make changes," the papers 
quoted lam as saying. 

But FIFA press officer 
Guido Tognoni told Reuters 
Monday that the times could 
not be altered because televi- 
sion schraittlra have already 
been drawn up. 

‘There is no way the kick- 
off times for the matches in 
Orlando can be altered," said 
Togponi, 

FIFA decided ail games in 
Orlando, featuring teams from 
groups E and F, should start 
around noon to avoid the regu- 
lar mid- afternoon and evening 
lightning norms that plague 
the region. 

The first game in Orlando is 
on June 19 between Belgium 
and Morocco. 


Canada entices WC teams 


NEW YORK IR) — Six of the 
24 World Cup finalists will 
prepare for the month-tong 
tournament in neighbouring 
Canada. Worid Cup officials 
said Monday. 

Worid champions Germany. 
Brazil, the Netherlands. 
Switzerland, Morocco and 
Bolivia, have all scheduled 
matches in Canada to help 
them acclimatise before head- 
ing for their official training 
camps in the United States. 

’All 23 teams have advised 
the World Cup organisers of 
their tentative arrival dates, 
with some reporting to their 
designated training sites as 
much as 20 days in advance of 
the required date. 

Five teams, Bulgaria. 
Greece, Saudi Arabia. South 
Korea and Sweden, have de- 
cided to hold preparation 
camps away from their official 
training sites and will not re- 


port to their quarters until 
much closer to the lime they 
have to arrive — five days 
before their opening fixture. 

Saudi Arabia will be the first 
time to reach the U.S.. arriving 
Tuesday for a preparation- 
camp near Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, before making for their 
training site near Washington 
D.C. 

Germany will spend a week 
near Toronto, during which 
time they will play Canada, 
before reporting to Chicago 
June 13, five days before the 
opening game of the World 
Cup against Bolivia. 

Brazil arrive in the United 
States May 26 before moving 
to Canada June 3 for a match 
against the Canadians two days 
later. 

Morocco and the Nether- 
lands also have games sche- 
duled against Canada. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HtRSCH 

IfO t<«y<w UtM UlKM uir 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ 1097 Q2 A10973 +ICI06 
The bidding has proceeded: , 
North East South Went..', 

1 : Pans 1 NT Pass 

2 ' Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — If you elected to pass because 
you have only two hearts, you have 
misunder>iood the auction. Partner 
almost surely has a six-card heart 
•«jit, so your doubleton queen is 
gulden support. Since you have a 
maximum no-trump response, you 
should raise to three hearts. 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
sou hold 

+K ; QJ98742 . Q65 «Q10. 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no urump. What do you bid now? 
A. — Should you jump to three 
hearts and then correct three no. 
trump to four hearts, you are aug- 
jesting -lam interest and no way is 
this hand good enough for such ac- 
tion. Jump directly to four hearts 
or. if you play transfer bids, take 
that ruuie as quickly possible to 
paroe 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
vuu hold: 

♦AJ4 :Q974 . 865 *Q73 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 ‘ 1 * 1 NT Pass 

2 * Pas*. ? 

Wbjr do you bid now? 

A. — You have already shown a bal- 
anced hand of 6- It* points, so don't 
repeat yourself. Since you have no 
idea how v.rong partner is. or where 
you ure headed, for the moment all 
you can dn is lake a preference to 
two diamonds. 

Q.4— East -West vulnerable, as 


South you bold: 

♦Q86 TAJ882 


0K42 +S8 


Partner opens the bidding' with one 
no tramp. What do you respond? 
A. — This is the hand for a jump to 
three hearts in standard methods 
Whether partner rebids three no 
trump or raises to four bear is, pus. 
U you play transfer bids, transfer 
into hearts and then jump to three 
no trump to show a balanced hand 
of 10-14 points and a five-card 
heart suit. 

Q.5 — Both vul ner ab l e, as South' 
you hold: 

♦QJ542 76 :>J8432 4Q2 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

i * 20 r 

What action do you take? 

A. — Your hand has value only at a 
spade contract, because your spade 
length detracts from partner’s de- 
fensive potential. Jump to four 
spades. Thai's preemptive: with a 
strong hand you would first cue-bid 
diamonds. 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold 

♦AQJ63 TJ !K43 6Q743 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 ♦ Pass 2 6 Paaa 

3 * Pans 3 ■: Pass 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Your hand has gotten better 
by leaps and bounds and it doesn't 
need all that much from partner to 
be in the slam zone. Nevertheless, 
you still have a minimum opening 
bid and unless partner can make 
another move, we would be content 
with game. For the moment we 
would simply bid four dubs, to con- 
firm four-card support. 
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S . Korea including foreign-based 
talent in its World Cup squad 


SEOUL (R) — South Kora has 
derided to rely on two foreign- 
based talents lo help them 
achieve their first victory at the 
Worid Cup finals, a soccer 
official said Tuesday. 

The official at the Korea 
Football Association (KFA) 
said soccer officials agreed at a 
meeting Monday to include 
Kim Joo-Sung'in Germany and 
Noh Jung- Yoon in Japan as 
South Korea's World Cup 
members. 

South Korea will announce 
their final World Cup list Sun- 
day. 

“It was decided that the two 


players would be needed to 
boost the team's strength, and 
help us achieve for guai of 
reaching the final 16." said ihe 
KFA official. 

Kim, Asian footballer of the 
year in 1989, followed 1986 
veteran Cha Boom-Keun into 
the German Bundcsliga and is 
now with second division 
Bochum. 

South Korean soccer offi- 
cials were expected to leave for 
Germany to watch Kim play 
this week, and discuss plans to 
bring him in. 

The midfielder, a veteran of 
ihe l 1 ***) World Cup in Italy 


and last year’s Asian qualifiers, 
has been criticised for weak 
performances in the national 
side. 

But head coach Kim Ho 
pushed for Kim's entry saying 
that his international experi- 
ence would boost the team's 
confidence. 

The flamboyant 28-year-old 
midfielder has the skid to 
break through apparently solid 
defences ana create chances. 

Noh. who also played in last 
year's Asian qualifiers, and k 
now in the J- League is ex- 
pected to arrive in Seoul 
Thursday. 



Australia replace Argentina in Japan 

SYDNEY (R) — Australia aaswered Tuesday a late invitation 
from Japanese soccer officials by organising a squad to replace 
Argentina in a three-nation tournament later this month. 
Argentina withdrew* in protest last week following ihe 
Japanese government’s refusal io issue Diego Maradona an 
entry visa because of a drug conviction. Tournament organis- 
ers turned to Australia Friday, giving coach Eddie Thomson 
less than four days to put together his 16-man squad. “I've 
been flat out finding out who is available at such short notice," 
Thomson said. Australia's first opponents in the Kirin Cup will 
be hosts Japan in Hiroshima Sunday followed by France in 
Kobe May 26. The Australian squad will leave for Japan 
Thursday. 

Belgium omit Brazil striker 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Belgian coach Paul Van Himst has 
omitted Brazilian-bom Luis Oliveira from his World Cup 
squad because he thought the player would disrupt team unity. 
Oliveira, who plays’ for the Italian side Cagliari, recently 
criticised Van Himst and some of the players. Croatian-born 
Josip Weber, whose 31 goals for Cercle Bruges made him the 
leading scorer in Belgium for the third year running, is called 
up a month after becoming a Belgian citizen. Bruges defender 
Pascal Renter, who marked his opposing forward our of the 
game in every important league match this year, and his club 
goalkeeper Dany Verlinden are two other uncapped players. 
Michel de Wolf. 36. is going to his third finals. *'Hes still the 
best sweeper in Belgium," Van Himst said. He picked seven 
players each from champions Anderlecht and runners-up 
Bruges. 

Clippers fire Weiss as head coach 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The Los Angeles Clippers Monday 
fired bead coach Bob Weiss after just one season on a 
three-year contract. General Manager Elgin Baylor said the 
dub has begun a search for a successor. He said assistant 
coaches Dave Wohl, Johnny Davis and Bob Ociepka will be 
retained until a new coach determines their status. The 
Clippers made a blockbuster trade with Atlanta this past seas, 
getting AU-Star forward Dominique Wilkins in a deal for 
Danny Manning. But the Clippers still finished last in the 
Pacific Division with a 27-55 r&ord, 36 games behind 
first-place Seattle: *' 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

1. Ground floor, consisting of four bedrooms, European 
furniture, big garden, separate utilities, telephone. 

2. Studio with modem furniture, separate utilities, telephone. 
Location: Sweifieh. 

Please call tel. 863117 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment, 3 bedrooms. 2 bath- 
rooms, modern kitchen, L-shaped salon with colour TV, 
telephone, central heating & intercom (2nd floor). 
Location: Jabal Amman, quiet & safe residential area, 
3rd Circle, near Khalidi Hospital, no water problem. 
Call tel.: 641345 from 9 to 9 


FOR RENT 

Luxurious furnished and unfurnished villas and flats 
located in western Amman. 

Please call Macca Real Estate Bureau 
Tel. 863559 


[Furnished Apartment! 

For Rent 

Furnished Apartment consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms. Kitchen, sitting room, salon & dinning room, 2 
glassed in veranda 

Location : Umm Uthalnah - behind the shopping center 
Call : 826932 / 681660 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In the best residential area, between the Fourth and Fifth 
Circles. Jabal Amman, near Amon Hotel (Hotel Training 
Centre). 

With telephone, central heating, built-in cupboards and 
television. Two bedrooms, large living room, two bathrooms 
and veranda. 

Tel.: 777112 8 am - 2 p.m. 

674028 after 4 pm 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


Marseille 

face debt 
inquiry 


MARSEILLE, France (AFP) 
— Olym pique Marseille's fu- 
ture was placed in the bands of 
an examining magistrate by a 
commercial court here Tues- 
day after it heard the dub had 
debts of 404 million francs ($70 
million). 

Accounts for the 1992-93 
season showed debts of 404 
million francs and operating 
losses of 123 million francs 
(S22 million) which left a net 
deficit of 67 million francs ($12 
million). 

Club President Bernard 
Tapie claims the debts can be 
covered by the sale of players 
and he can personally guaran- 
tee the 67 million francs. Tapie 
has appealed against his life 
ban from the sport for his 
alleged part in a match-fixing 
scandal which led to Marseille 
bejng demoted to the second 
division. 

Bernard NouaiUe has been 
appointed to check the club's 
accounts. If he reports the club 
is in cessation of payments it 
will be wound up. 

The French league's finan- 
cial watchdog, the DNCG, was 
to rule by the end of the month 
on whether Marseille could 
sign any new playets for next 
"season. 

Brazilian forward Sonny 
Anderson da Silva, on loan 
from Servette Geneva, will 
almost certainly leave Marseil- 
le, the Swiss champions said. 

Juventus of Italy have 
already bid $10 million and 
French dubs Monaco and Bor- 
deaux are also interested. 


Tennis star Jennifer Capriati 
arrested on drug charges 


CORAL GABLES. Florida 
(AFP) — Former American 
tennis star Jennifer Capriati 
was charged with being in pos- 
session of marijuana here 
Monday after police found her 
in a hotel room after bring 
tipped off about a “runaway" 
being there. 

After being charged, the 18- 
year-old former world top-ten 
player was released to her 
attorney John Ross. 

Police officer Mftdi Fry said 
that Carpriati was found alone 
in the room and a search unco- 
vered the marijuana. Shortly 
afterwards a 17-year-old re- 
ported runaway girl and a 19- 
year-old man pulled up outside 
the hotel in Capriati's car. 

They were also arrested on 
drug charges. 

The girl, alleged to be in 
possession of two packets of 
heroine, was later released to 
her parents. 

The man, Tom Wine land of 
Key Biscayne, was suspected 
of having crack cocaine and 
was bring held on a $6,000 
bond at Dade County Jail. 

It is the second time in less 
than a year that Capriati, who 
became the youngest player 
ever to win a match at Wimble- 
don in 1990 and who reached 
the semi- finals there the fol- 
lowing year, has been in trou- 
ble wtth Florida police. 

Last December she was ac- 
cused in Tampa of shoplifting 
but let off with a warning. Her 









Jennifer Capriati shown In a 
Coral Gabies PoBce Depart- 
ment photo 

agent. Linda Dozortez, a 
publicist with the International 
.Management Group (IMG), 
churned Capriati had inadver- 
tently wandered off from a 
shop during a shopping trip 
wearing a $15 ring she had not 
paid for. 

Capriati, who has not played 
on the professional tour since 
losing in the fust-round of last 


year’s United States Op&n 
earned $1.5 million in 
money after turning prefer 
sional in March 1990. 

She reached a highest-over 
ranking of sixih in j flpf, 
reached three semi-finals anti 
six quarter-finals in 14 Grand 
Slam events and beat Steffi 
Graf in three thrilling sets -in 
the 1992 Olympic final in Bar- 
celona. 

Capriati officially left th 
tour because of an' elbow in 
jury but many felt sh 
showing classic signs r - ± "fr- 
ont.” 

In January she made at 
she did not intend to ^ 
the game until she 
from high school an 
statement in March 
father and coach, Stefans 
riati, who said she might 
a return for the forthe»h?& e 
French Open, it was S 
clear Cap/ian herself Wac 7*!^ 
enthusiastic about the idea ( 
The current issue of Soon* 
Illustrated quotes Capriati^, 
saying: "I’m having fun/* . 

The magazine said it inter- 
viewed her at Florida Atlantic UrL 
versity in B o g a 
Raton and that Capria«i b Ji 
said she had left her parents la 
live with friends. _ 

“It’s better with them thin 
up where I was living," ^ 
reported as saying. ■ 5 

Capriati's agent made no iBk 
mediate comment after hear- 
ing Monday's news. 


Conspirators plead guilty to 
figure skater Kerrigan attack 


iancy 


PORTLAND, Ore. (R) — Fi- 
gure skater Tonya Harding's 
former bodyguard and two 
associates pleaded guilty Mon- 
day to charges stemming from 
the attack on her rival Nj 
K errigan. 

Under a plea bargain, body- 
guard Shawn Eckardt, 
assailant Shane Stant and get- 
away car driver Derrick Smith 
each will serve 18 months in 
prison but will not be fined for 
the Jan. 6 attack on Kerrigan 
in Detroit, that.forced her out 
of the U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships. 

The guilty pleas bring to an 
end a five-month criminal in- 
vestigation into the conspiracy 
to bludgeon Kerrigan, who re- 
covered from her leg injuries 
and went on to win the silver 
medal at the Winter Olympics 
in Lillebammer, Norway. 
Harding failed to win a medal. 


Harding pleaded guilty 
March 16 to hindering the pro- 
secution m the case and was 
ordered to pay fines and penal- 
ties of $160,000 and serve 500 
hours of community service 
but no jail time. 

Her former husband Jeff 
Gillooly pleaded guilty in 
February to a state charge of 
racketeering, for which he is to 
serve two yean in jail and pay 
$100,000 in fines. 

In accepting the final three 
guilty pleas, Mul'tinomab 
County circuit judge Philip' 
Abraham berated the three 
young men, who he said were 
motivated by "greed and 
money.” 

“The purpose of the Olym- 
pics is to foster peace among 


nations, and you gentlemen 
have introduced violence," 
Abraham said.’’ It’s not too 
difficult to say why that was a 
big deal." 

Stant and Smith, his unde, 
each pleaded guilty to con- 
spiracy to commit assault, 
while Eckardt pleaded guilty to 
racketerring. 

Declaring that the “circus 
atmosphere” surrounding the 
case is over, Abraham im- 
mediately sentenced Stant and 
Smith, who were led away in 
handcuffs. Sentencing for Eck- 
ardt was set for July II. 

Lawyers said both Stant and 
Smith, who were sporting 
beards and wearing blue jeans, 
were destitute despite receiv- 
ing fees for some television 
appearances. 


Furnished apartment near Fifth Circle with telephone and 
private garage. Consists of foyer, living, dining, sitting, 2 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, kitchen, breakfast room, balcony 
and separate healing. 

Rent is JD 6,500 per year. 

For more details, please call 862617. 


DUTY FREE CAR 
Renault 25, 1989 

Silver metalic, automatic, aircondition, electric win- 
dows, cruise control, Phillips R/C with amplifier. Excel- 
lent condition. 

Price: $7,000. 

Ptease call 823789 


Plaza Cinema 

Housing Bank Centre,' TeL 699238 

is proud to present An Oscar winner international 
movie for the young and old 

ALADDIN 



Shows at 12:30, 3:15, 5:00, 6:30 
Body of Evidence movie is screened at 8:30 and 10:30 




A 

Y 


A 
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DEAD CAIJH 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

Thursdays - Fridays and Sundays 
Tom & Jerry at n a.m. 


All family members international 
movie 

ALADDIN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5, 6:30. a.38 r t *30 


CONCORD ‘V 
THE GET AWAY 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10.30 

CONCORD <2’ 
BODYGUARD 

Show: 12:30. 6:15. 10:30 

-Silence Of The Lambs 

Shows; 3:30. 8:30 


The political comedy play 

FORBIDDEN 

FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 


Coming soon 

Abu -Awad b: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG” 

Directed by Ghassan Al Mashini 


Ham & Hisham's Tel,: 625155] 

AHLAN THEATRE 3 


The political comedy play: 

“WHAT A PEACE!” 
CATSahun Ya Satem) 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations please call 625155 
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■ France to pull troops out of Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (R) — France 
said Tuesday, it will pull 2,500 
peacekeeping troops out of the 
former Yugoslavia by the end 
of the year as nations increased 
pressure to end the fighting in 
Bosnia. 

International mediators 
Lord Owen and Thorvald Stoi- 
tenberg flew to Belgrade 
Tuesday to discuss a new inter- 
national peace initiative with 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

Russia's special envoy Vitaly 
Churkin said Monday night af- 
ter talks with Mr. Milosevic 
carrying out the new peace 
phr formulated by foreign 
. ministers in Geneva now had 
priority. 

Ministers from Russia, the 
United States and the Euro- 
pean Union called last Friday 
for a temporary ceasefire and 
new negotiations to start with- 
in weeks. 

Bot there has been little sign 
of progress with the war in its 
third year and hundreds of 
thousands of dead and wound- 


United Nations officials are 
trying to arrange a meeting of 
Serb and Muslim commanders 
to discuss the truce. 

The Serbs and Muslims have 
bnoth raised objections, the 
Muslims saying a four-month 
truce would be too long and 
the Serbs saying it is too short, 
and have stepjxd up fighting. 

Exasperated French leaders, 
trying to force a start to the 
peace process, said they had 
already started withdrawing 
French troops out of the for- 
mer Yugoslavia. 

“We have started ‘the pro- 
cess of withdrawing a number 
of battalions... Before the end 
of the year there will be about 
2,500 fewer French soldiers in 
' former ' - Yugoslavia," ” Defence 
Minister Francois Leotard told 
Europe 1 radio. 

France's 6,000 peacekeeping 
troops in former Yugoslavia 
form the largest contingent in 
the U.N. Protection Force. 

Britain has also hinted it 
may recall its troops if the 


parties to the conflict refuse to 
make peace- 

French Prime . Minister 
Edouard Balladur said last 
week that France would have 
to consider withdrawing unless 
all major powers committed 
themselves to a peace settle- 
ment in Bosnia. 

The French statements were 
widely seen as an attempt to 
put pressure on the United 
States, which sees the Muslims 
as the aggrieved party, and the 
Muslim-led Bosnian govern- 
ment to accept a ceasefire and 
an ethnic carve-up of Bosnia. 

U.N. officials said in Zag- 
reb that France had not told 
them of its intention to with- 
draw some 2,500 peacekeeping 
troops. 

Mr. Leotard said France had 
already begun withdrawing 
battalions out of Glina in the 
Serb-controlled Krajina region 
in Croatia and the Muslim 
pocket of Bihac in northern 
Bosnia. 

A U.N. spokesman said the 
it m aware of this and it 


should not be linked necessari- 
ly to a major pull-out. 

Under the peace plan, die 
Bosnian Serbs would get 49 per 
cent of the former Yugoslav 
republic — they now hold 
more than two-thirds — and a 
new Muslim-Croat federation 
the rest. 


European Union foreign 
ministers Monday backed the 
new drive for peace as the only 
realistic chance to end the war. 

Fresh fighting around the 
northern city of Tuzla* cast a 
shadow on international efforts 
to restart the peace process. 

The Serb reported their 
forces bad retaken much of the 
territory lost to the Muslims in 
five days of fighting that cost 
both sides many casualties. 

Tuzla came under renewed 
shelling Monday. Two rounds 
landed within metres of chil- 
dren while they were playing. 
But none were hurt. The city 
and surrounding districts have 
been hit by nearly 40 shells in 
two days. 


Opposition unites against Berlusconi programme 


ROME (AFP) — Italian 
opposition parties united 
against Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi's political program- 
me Tuesday, heightening the 
critical vote of confidence in 
the Senate Wednesday, 
in the Senate Wednesday. 

Mr. Berlusconi made, a 
strong bid to attract the con- 
servative vote when he pre- 
sented his programme to die 
Senate Monday, conceding 
what be called “legitimate con- 
cerns" over the presence of 
five neo-fascists in his cabinet 
but pledging his right-wing 
coalition would adhere to Ita- 
ly's democratic structures. 

But he was still eight voices 
short of an absolute majority 
of {he 324 senators one day 
before die vote. 

Mr. Berlusconi was said to 
be hoping for backing from 
some of Italy's life senators 
after one of them, FIAT Pres- 
idnet Gianni Agnelli, 
announced he would support 
Mr. Berlusconi because be had 
outlined a “good" economic 
programme. 


But barring a last-minute 
change, the media-tycoon- 
turned-potitician appeared un- 
likely to win over his main 
target, members of the Popular 
Party, the former Christian 
Democrats who were Italy’s 
long-time rulers until their cre- 
dibUity was decimated by the 
country’s “clean hands” cor- 
ruption probe. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who 
announced bis government last 
week after his three-party 
coalition won the March elec- 
tions, needs the backing for his 
government from both cham- 
bers of parliament. 

It has a majority in the lower 
chamber. 

But the former Christian 
Democrats in the Senate made 
it clear that his appeal had 
failed to convince them — 
either about his programme or 
his cabinet. 

The sole dissident in their 
ranks was Senator Luigi Grillo, 
who warned his colleague# 
“We cannot run the risk of 
returning to the ballot box. We • 
must allow Berlusconi to win 


the vote of confidence — even 
if it means leaving at the mo- 
ment of the vote " be aid. 

Observers Tuesday sug- 
gested his proposal — a tech- 
nical way to spare Italy's 53rd 
post- World War fl government 
a vote of no-confidence — 
might provide an easy-out for 
some of the conservative sena- 
tors. 


The majority in the Senate is 
calculated on the number of 
members present for a vote 
and not on foe total 324 sena- 
tors. 

But this still left the senators 
on foe left against tile govern- 
ment. They have denounced 
Mr. Berlusconi's programme 
as only a list of vague ideas 
with any concrete proposals for 
implementation and remain 
highly suspicious of foe neo- 
fascist presence. 

Berlusconi was thought to 
have suffered a setback Mon- 
day with the defection of Sena- 
tor Gianfranco Miglio from the 
Northern League, one of the 
right-wing coalition partners. 


Mr. Miglio said Tuesday he 
would still give bis support — if 
not whole-hearted — to the 
prime minister. “When you 
have to take castor oil, do it 
quickly and then you don't 
nave time to think about it.” 
he said. 

Analysts Monday had attri- 
buted Mr. Miglio's defection to 
anger at not being nominated 
to head th • ministry of Institu- 
tional Reform in the incoming 
government. 

Mr. Miglio Tuesday accused 
Northern League chief Umber- 
to Boss! of having made feder- 
alism — foe key tenant of the 
insurgent Northern League — 
. “a simple alibi” to quench his 
thirst for power and get his 
party into the government. 

Other than the Northern 
League, the coalition includes 
Berlusconi's Forza Italian and 
the National Alliance of neo- 
fascist Gianfranco Fini. 

Mr. Bossi and Mr. Fini have 
warned the senators that if 
they fail to deliver the confi- 
dence vote fresh elections 
would be staged next month. 


Biack Sea states form peacekeeping forum 


TBILISI (AFP) — Member 
states of foe Black Sea Econo- 
mic Cooperation Region meet- 
ing in Tbilisi Tuesday shifted 
their focus from economic to 
security issues to try ad bring shout 
peace and stability m the trou- 
bled region. 

Ostensibly an economic 
grouping to promote free trade 
and market reforms, foe orga- 
nisation's 11 members — Tur- 
key, Russia, Ukraine, Roma- 
nia, Bulgaria, Greece. Alba- 
nia, Moldova, Georgia, Arme- 
nia and Azerbaijan — met in 
foe Georgian capital to try and 
create “a mechanism for the 
regulation of the region’s many 
conflicts,” according to Sergei 
Kyiashko, head of the Ukrai- 
nian delegation. 


The regional peace initiative 
was discussed under the au- 
spices of tiie Biack Sea Econo- 
mic Cooperation Region's 
inter-parliamentary Legal and 
Political Affairs Committee. 

Attention was focused in 
particular on the six year-old 
conflict over the disputed en- 
clave of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
situated inside Azerbaijan but 
inhabited by an Armenian 
majority. 

The head of the Armenian 
delegation, David Vardanyan, 
said that “there can be no 
economic cooperation until 
there is peace in the region” 
and stressed that “all possibili- 
ties must be used” in attemp- 
ting to bring peace to the en- 
clave. 


But the head of the Azerbai- 
jani delegation, Mir-Gamza 
Efendiyev, was more pessimis- 
tic, telling AFP: "The CSCE’s 
(Conference for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe) Minsk 
Group have spent many 
months trying to bring about 
peace in Karabakh — I do not 
see how one meeting in Tbilisi 
will solve the conflict.” 


such as the embattled Geor- 
gian leader, Eduard Shevard- 
nadze, the organisation has 
taken on a more political col- 
ouring. .. 


Turkey, which founded the 
Black Sea Economic Coopera- 
tion Region in June 1992, has 
tried to concentrate the group- 
ing’s efforts solely on economic 
issues. 


But under pressure from 
other heads of state with im- 
mediate security concerns, 


Actual and potential prob- 
lems in the Black Sea region 
include the dispute between 
Albania and Serbia over Koso- 
vo, troubled relations between 
Greece and Turkey, tension 
between Russia, Moldova, 
Ukraine and Romania over the 
self-styled Slave republic of 
Trans-Dnestr, the tug-of-war 
between Russian and Ukraine 
over Crimea, the bloody Kur- 
dish struggle in southeastern 
Turkey, two separatist con- 
flicts inside Georgia and the 
war over Nagorno-Karabakh. 



Hassan meets Tunisian ministers 


Israeli jets stage mock raids near Beirut 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Talal Sataan A1 Hassan, who is on a visit to Tunisia, Tuesday 
met with Tunisian Minister of International Cooperation 
Mohammad A1 Ghanoushi and discussed with him means of 
enhancing Jordani an-T unisian relations. Mr. A1 Hassan also 
met with Tunisian Minister of National Economy Al Sadeq 
Rabeh and Culture Minister Al Mangi Bon Sneina for talks on 
bilateral relations. 


Mubarak never called Arafat a “dog,” insists PLO 


SIDON, Lebanon (R) — Israeli warplanes staged mock air 
raids against radical Palestinian bases south of Beirut Tuesday, 
security sources said. The planes crisscrossed at low altitude 
over Na'ameh, 15 kilometres south of Beirut. Anti-aircraft 
machineguns were fired but the planes were not hit, the 
sources said. Israeli planes launched several raids against bases 
of the Popular Front for the liberation of Palestine - General 
Command on May 10. killing three guerrillas. Israeli artillery 
shelled a string of villages in South Lebanon overnight, 
wounding a member of the pro-Syrian Amal group, the 
sources said. 


TUNIS (AFP) ' — The Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Tuesday denied press reports that Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak had called Yasser Arafat a “dog” for delaying 
the signing of the May 4 self-rule accord with Israel. “It's a 
Ire,” the PLO insisted in a statement. Such reports were “part 
of an orchestrated campaign against the Palestinians and their 
leadership at a time when the Palestinian national authority is 
being set up” to run the self-rule areas of Gaza and Jericho. 
Relations between Mr. Arafat and Mr. Mubarak are marked 
by “respect, trust and brotherly warmth,” the organisation 
said. The Palestinians and Egyptians had “historic links." 
Israeli and Western newspapers have said Mr. Mubarak lost 
his temper and called Mr. Arafat a “(fog,” ordering him to put 
pen to paper “at once,” after the PLO chairman held up a 
signing ceremony for the launch of Palestinian self-rule. 


10 children, UNICEF workei tilled in Kigali 


Wounded U.N. soldier kidnapped in Somalia 


NAIROBI (R) — A Nepalese U.N. soldier wounded in an 
ambush was kidnapped from a Mogadishu hospital by uniden- 
tified Somali gunmen, the Red Cross said Tuesday. The 
soldier was wounded and five other Nepalese peacekeepers 
were killed Monday while trying to stop fighting between rival 
Somali- dan militias in lawless south Mogadishu. 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Ten children and a Rwandan woman 
working for the U.N. Children's Fund (UNICEF) were found 
backed to death in the woman's central Kigali home, a U.N. 
spokesman said Tuesday. “Civilians armed with guns, gre- 
nades and machetes entered the bouse and backed foe victims 
to death,” spokesman Abdul Kabia said by telephone from 
Kigali. The massacre, which occurred Sunday, was reported to 
the U.N. Assistance Mission in Rwanda Monday, and U.N. 
officials went to foe scene Tuesday, Mr. Kabia said. Mr. Kabia 
said it was unclear whether the victims were from the minority 
Tutsi tribe that has borne foe brunt of six weeks of 
bloodletting in which relief officials estimate between 200,000 
and 500,0000 p eop le have been butchered. Five of the victims 
were the UNICEF employee’s children, and the others were 
children who had sought refuge in her home near the Belgian 
school from death squads roaming KigaliY streets, Mr. Kabia 
said. 


4 killed, 116 hurt in Kabul fighting 


Russia says Iraq sanctions should go after trial 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia sad on Tuesday it viewed positively 
Iraq’s efforts to comply with U.N. demands imposed after foe " 


Gulf war and tfc* sanctions against Baghdad should be lifted 
after the shortest posable trial periods The U.N. commission 
sent in to disarm Iraq after foe war has been making so-called 
baseline inspections to set standards and establish basic data 
by which the commission can 'determine if Iraq resorts to 
rebuilding its war machine in the future. Viktor Posuvalyuk, 
tjjjector of foe Foreign Ministry’s Department of the Middle 
£ast and North Africa, told a news briefing Russia regarded 
positively Baghdad's efforts to comply. 


KABUL (AFP) — At least four people were killed and 116 
were wounded in a four-hour battle between rival Afghan 
forces fighting for Kabul, hospital sources said Tuesday. 
Rockets and shells rocked the capital as fences loyal to Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani defended their positions 
against attacking Uzbek troops, a frontline commander said. 
The pro- Rabbani commander said foe Uzbeks launched foe 
attack in Shorn- Bazar in south Kabul in an abortive attempt to 
pttsh toward the city centre, firing a “hail of rockets” in 
advance of an infantry onsiaughtrtm the outskirts, some 30 
kilometres (20 miles) northwest, the pro- Rabbani forces 
dashed with the troops of Prime Minister Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar in Maidan Shahr early Tuesday. A soldier at foe 
Jamhuriat Hospital said an infantry regiment of Mr. Rabbani 
had attacked the posts of Mr. Hekmatyar’s Hezb-e-Islami 
faction around Maidan Shahr. “We managed to capture some 
strategic hills in the area,” he said. 


His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday receives* , which offered condolences over tbe passing 
a delegation from north and sooth Palestine of the late Queen Zein Al Sharaf, the Queen 

Mother (Petra photo) 


King meets delegation from 


north, south Palestine 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Tuesday 
reiterated Jordan’s continued 
support for the Palestinian 
people to enable them to re- 
gain their rights on their 
national soil. 


restoration of the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian peo- 
ple” and the establishment of a 


“We will continue to support 
you with all our potentials, 
acting from the principles and 
ideas of the Great Arab Re- 
volt,” said foe king m an 
address to a Palestine delega- 
tion from north and south of 
Palestine who offered their 
condolences on the passing of 
foe late Queen Zein Al Sharaf, 
the Queen Mother. 


King Htssein said that Jor- 
dan has "na ambition or objec- 
tive other than ensuring foe 


just and comprehensive peace 
acceptable to foe future gen- 
erations. 

The Palestinian people, foe 
King said, will continue to re- 
ceive “our total respect and 
appreciation for their stead- 
fastness and their endeavours 
to regain their rights.” Refer- 
ring to Jerusalem, he said that 
“the holy dty with its shrines 
will remain in our hearts and 
we pledge to work at all levels 
and with all our might to en- 
sure that it will be for us all.” 

He stressed that sovereignty 
over Jerusalem should be only 
for God Almighty. 

He told foe audience, at foe 


Malawi 
takes a 
‘holiday 1 
to vote 


BLANTYRE (AFP) — Mala- 
wians decided to take a holiday 
Tuesday as foe country held its 
first multi-party elections since 
independence, set to end three 
decades of rule by foe aged 
President Kamuzu Banda. 

Offices were deserted as 
long queues of voters grew 
outside polling stations in 
‘Blantyre, the economic capital 
of foe small southern African 
nation, and most shops owned 
by Asians were closed, 
apparently for fear of looting. 

“We will open after the re- 
sults are announced and we are 
assured there is no trouble.” 
one storekeeper, Issa Osman, 
told AFP as 3.8 million Mala- 
wians were called to the polls. 

Shops owned by the presi- 
dent, of state, whose octopus- 
like Press Holdings conglomer- 
ate controls 30 per cent of 
impoverished Malawi’s eco- 
nomy, were open and un- 
guarded by security police. 

“The government blundered 
not to declare May 17 a public 
holiday. Who can work to- 
day?” asked civil servant Ben 
Phiri, on his way home after 
voting in foe centre of town. 

In Ndiranda. the biggest 
Blantyre township perched on 
hills overlooking the city, 
corwds of voters began arriving 
at the schools where the voting 
was to take place at 3:00 a.m. 
(0100 GMT), three hours be- 
fore foe polls opened. 

No trouble was reported 
from the polling stations. 

Though more than 60 per 
cent of Malawians are illiter- 
ate. many seemed familiar with 
the voting procedure after a 
referendum last year, which 
forced Banda to end the single- 
party rule of his Malawi Con- 
gress Party (MCP). 


"We just want to vote to 
continue the process of change 
after the referendum," one vo- 
ter, Kalonga Stambuli. said. 
"We don’t care who becomes 
the next president so long as 
it’s not Banda.” 

Mr. Banda, who officially 
turned 89 Saturday but is be- 
lieved to be at least 93, has led 
Rwanda with iron-fisted pater- 
nalism since independence 
from Britain in 1964. 


He faces three contenders 
for the presidency — a former 
aide gone into opposition; 
Bakili Muluzi of the United 
Democratic Front, trade un- 
ionist Chakufwa Chihana, who 
spearheaded the campaign for 
political pluralism in 1992 and 
is backed by the Alliance for 
Democracy, and Kanflepd 
Kalua of the Malawi Democra- 
tic Party. 

A fifth candidate, Ti" 1 
wazifof the Malawi National 
Democratic Party, has pulled 
out of the presidential rape and 
is fighting only for a parliamen- 
tary seat in the general elec- 
tions taking place alongside the 
presidential poll. 

Muluzi is favoured to win, 
but political analysts say that 
he is unlikely to secure an 
outright majority. 

"We should, however, get 
some indication of vfco is win- 
ning by It- midnirfft." Ndir- 
ande returning officer Esther 
Msowoya said. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Deputy 
Prime Minsiter Sergei 
Shakhrai resigned Tuesday in 
protest at being replaced in the 
key post of nationalities minis- 
ter and warned that Russia was 
again headed for a period of 
political upheaval. 

"The appointment of a new 
nationalities minister was done 
without consulting me and 
therefore I request to be re- 
lieved of my duties as deputy 
prime minister,” said Mr. 
Shakhrai, a moderate reformer 
who emerged over the past 
three years as an influential- 
member of President Boris 
Yeltsin's camp. 

Mr. Yeltsin appointed Niko- 
lai Yegorov, the governor of 
foe southern Krasnodar re- 
gion, as nationalities minister 
Monday after Mr. Shakhrai 
failed to make progress in talks 
with ethnic leaders in the trou- 
bled Caucasus region. 

The resignation' of Mr. 
Shakhrai fuelled speculation of 
a possible falling out between 
him and other top presidential 
aides. 

At a press conference, Mr. 
Shakhrai criticised Mr. Yelt- 
sin's entourage, stating that the 
“situation” in foe Kremlin 
“made it impossible to work 
normally.” 

He complained that the deci- 
sion to fire him from foe 
nationalities post, a prorfolio 
which he kept under successive 
governments since December 
1992, was not taken according 


to normal procedures, but he 
did not elaborate. 

Mr. Shakhrai, 38, warned 
that a new period of political 
upheaval was brewing due to 
the ongoing conflict between 
the government and the newly- 
elected parliament and pre- 
dicted that Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin would be 
forced ot resign in August. 

"In July, there will be major 
problems: Rallies, strikes, that 
will involve the miltiary and 
the Interior Ministry forces,” 
he said, adding that the insta- 
bility would lead to the depar- 
ture of Mr. Chernomyrdin. 


He also said Mr. Yeltsin 
would face strong opposition 
from the legislature ui choos- 
ing a uew prime minister and 
named three possible candi- 
dates to foe posts: Moscow 
Mayor Yuri Luzkfaov, Deputy 
Prime Minister Oleg Soskovets 
or the former chairman of the 
Security Council, Yuri Sko- 
kov. 


"It could lead to a repeat of 
last October, but I am an 
optimist and think this will not 
happen," he said, referring to 
foe violence that rocked Mos- 
cow last year when the militaiy, 
put down a revolt by anti-' 
Yeltsin leaders of parliament. 

Mr. Shakhrai said his res- 
ignation did not mean that his 
Party of Russian Unity and 
Accord would join opposition 
forces in their battle against 
Mr. Yeltsin. 


S. African army steps up 
patrols in strife-torn areas 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The South African army step- 
ped up patrols Tuesday in 
Johannesburg's East Rand 
black townships after a meet- 
ing of police, military and com- 
munity leaders to bring peace 
to the strife-tom area. 

The Monday night meeting 
was- organised to find ways to 
stabilise the satellite townships 
■where hundreds of people have 
died in political and criminal 
violence over the past two 
years. 

Violence is one of the urgent 
issues facing President Nelson 
Mandela's multi-party govern- 
ment of national unity that 
took office following his inau- 
guration as first black stare 
leader last week. 

A weekend massacre of 12 
people, lined up and shot in 
Tokoza township, has been 
blamed on a power struggle 
between “gangster” members 
of an African National Con- 
gress (ANC) self-defence unit. 

The ANC and the army said 
Tokoza was calm Tuesday, a 
day after three other bodies 
were discovered near the 
house where the 12 were gun- 
ned down Friday night. 

"Tokoza is quiet, but we are 
not taking any chances. We 
have stepped up patrols and 
trying to establish communica- 
tions between warring fac- 
tions,” an army spokesman 
said. 

The ANC set up self-defence 
units of young men armed with 
a variety of weapons at the 
height of political violence, 
saying defence was needed 
against *3fcfister "third force" 
with connections in the former 
apartheid security forces. 


Men-only workers' hostels 
occupied by supporters of the 
Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom 
Party added to the climate of 
violence, with frequent battles 
between the rival political 
forces. 

The ANC spokesman for the 
Johannesburg provincial re- 
gion, Ronnie Mamoepa, said 
the ANC had appealed for 
witnesses of the massacre to 
come forward and was setting 
up liaison committees between 
community groups. 

The execution-style killings 
Friday night shook South Afri- 
ca and the ANC-led govern- 
ment at the end of a largely- 
peacefui first week in office. 


Safety and Security (Police) 
Minister Sidney Mufamadi said 
stability and security was a 
high priority for the govern- 
ment which would issue a poli- 
cy statement Friday. 

"Stability and security are 
necessary if South Africa wants 
to take its rightful place in the 
world community... All of 
South Africa's development 
plans depend on the adequate 
level of personal security. 


"Law and order is needed to 
ensure stability and draw fore- 
ign investments." Mr. Mufa- 
madi told reporters. 

Police in the country’s other 
violence-ridden area, the Zulu 
heartland of Kwazulu-Natal, 
said Tuesday at least 16 people 
had been killed in political and 
criminal violence since the 
start of last weekend. 

Independent monitors said a 
slate of emergency in force in 
the region since March 31 
should be maintained until the 
bloodshed ended. 


Charles honours 
victims of 
Leningrad siege 


Royal Court, that in Jordan 
people adhere firmly to their 
national unity irrespective of 
origin or place of birth. 

The King thanked the de- 
legation for their visit and their 
expression of sympathy on the 
sad occasion. He requested 
that foe delegation members 
convey his appreciation and 
thanks to the Palestinian peo- 
ple in the occupied lands. 

Head of foe delegation Hus- 
sein Suleiman praised foe his- 
toric and leading role of King 
Hussein, saying that “history 
will record such a role in letters 
of gold. The Arab and Islamic 
nations, including the Palesti- 
nian people, will not forget 
that you have been foe suppor- 
ter and defender of its just 
causes, Mr. Suleiman 'said. 


Shakhrai quits Russian 
government, warns of unrest 


ST PETERSBURG, Russia- 
(R) — Britain's Prince Charles 
paid tribute Tuesday to foe 
stoical spirit of St Petersburg as 
he remembered the hundreds, 
of thousands of Russians who 
perished in the World War II 
siege of their city. The heir to 
the British throne, on foe 
second day of a visit to Russia's 
former imperial capital, laid a 
wreath at a cemetery contain- 
ing nearly half a million victims 
of the 900-day Nazi blockade 
of Leningrad, as it was then 
called. The first Russian visit 
by a top British royal since the 
1917 revolution is intended to 
highlight the need for foreign 
help to tackle the city’s current 
crisis of economic stagnation, 
crumbling cultural heritage 
and rampant crime. But it also 
has a historical resonance v 
underlining the end of the col$ 
war frictions which hitherto 
precluded such contacts be- 
tween British royals and the 
state responsible for the mur- 
der of their deposed tsarist 
relatives, Nicholas II and his 
family, in 1918. The prince has 
made himself St Petersburg's 
international champion, using 
the prestige of his four-day 
tour to trumpet a “city in 
peril” campaign for increased 
cultural tourism and outside 
investment to revive its for- 
tunes. 
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Abortion pill 
to be tested in U.S. 
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WASHINGTON (R) — Abor- 
tion rights activists saw another 
goal accomplished with a 
breakthrough that will make 
the controversial RU 486 abor- 
tion pill available to U.S. 
women in clinical trials. In a 
deal that took over a year to 
negotiate, the French manu- 
facturer of the drug, Roussel 
Udaf, announced Monday it 
was turning over all U.S. pa- 
tent rights to the New York- 
based nonprofit Population. 
Council, which will seek a 
manufacturer. Roussel's pa- 
rent company, Germany's 
Hoechst Ag. does a mullet 
billion-dollar business in the 
United States, mostly with pro- 
ducts unrelated to medicine. A 
Roussel lawyer declined to 
comment on fears of a boycott 
but confirmed the company 
had been reluctant to enter the 
politically-charged U.S. abor- 
tion arena. Clinical trials for 
2,000 women at 12 sites should 
start in early autumn, and the 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) said approval should 
come in 15 to 22 months, FDA 
Commissioner David Kessler 
told a subcommittee of the 
House Small Business Com-* 
mittee. “Medical science is 
finally winning out over politi- 
cised science. " said subcom- 
mittee Chairman Oregon 
Democrat Ron Wyden. More 
than 150,000 women have used 
the so-called abortion pill in 
France, Sweden and Britain. A 
similar drug is also widely used 
in China. Research is also 
under way to see whether RU 
486 can combat a range of 
diseases, including diabetes, 
breast cancer and endomet- 
riosis. Though an alternative to 
surgical abortion, the abortion 
pill is more complicated thar? 
merely popping a pill. Used in 
the first seven weeks of pre-’ 
gnancy, the procedure involves 
two types of medication, RU 
486 and a Prostaglandin. The 
woman must typically go to foe 
doctor three times, and be 
monitored for side effects in- 
cluding excessive bleeding. 

Officially, 

Indonesia 
has 263 HIV cases 

JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia 
said Tuesday it had 263 HIV 
cases, but the figures have 
been contested by ministers 
and aid workers who argue the 
figure could be 200 times high- 
er. The official Antara News 
Agency quoted the director 
general for medical services, 
Soejoga, as saying Monday 
that 50 of the 263 people car- 
rying the human immunodefi- 
ciency virus (HIV) had de- 
veloped the deadly acquired 

, deficienc y syndrome 
(AIDS). Last week Coordinat- 
mg Minister for Health and 
Social Services Azwar Anas 
said that for every certified 
sufferer, "there could be be- 
tween 100 to 200 behind every 
one of them." Indonesia has 
been preparing measures to 
combat what it fears may be an 
epidemic on the scale of re- 
gional neighbours, such as*'-' 
Thailand. Soejoga was quoted 

35 Myin8 in the 
central Java town of Yogyakar- 

ta that all blood donors must 
be tested before giving blood, 
and medical services • must 

know ? AIDS Patients. 

He did not give details. 
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